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5 cus Henry Rakewel 0 George Ballin, 25. | 


Der G EO R GE: N 
Received your ſanctified letter, containing 
your pious reſolution of renounting the 11 

ſures of this wicked town, and : pending 
remainder of your days in making — 
and cordials for the ſick, with the good old 
lady your grandmother at Belifield-Hall, Ire. 
ceived it from the Old Gentleman your uncle, who 

ſeems in an extaſy for the great change has been 
wrought upon you, and would have been very 
witty upon your friend on the chagreen T expreſſed 
at my diſappointment of ſeeing you as you promiſed 
when J left che country, 3 knew how; but I 


ſoon 


CY 


(2) r 
foon ſilenced the old 2 and have _ him a 
Haben, to — out of the cuſtody of your 
relations in the country, into the hands of your 
worthy friends in Coven- Garden and The Hundreds 
of Drury. In ſhort, George, I find you labouring 
under a dangeious malady, bogdeting 4 little upon 
madneſs, which l fancy my ſelf qualified — 
of, without the help of Doctor Monro, or any of 
the learned members of the college of phyſicians; 
I promiſe to adminiſter you no nauſeous draughts, 
or bolus's, I ſhall only make uſe of reaſon to diſ- 
pel the melancholy clouds, that have gathered 
about your pericranium, and in ſome meaſure 
weaken your underſtanding. In order to this, let 
me examine with friendly familiarity the allegation 
in your letter whereon you pretend to build your 
_ averſion to the gaiety of this metropolis,” and the 
moſt deſerving part of the company in.it the ladies. 
You pretend to alledge that all the pleaſures of 
the polite part of the world, conſiſts chiefly in 
intrigues with the women, whom you have 
found all ſo decei "apr agen ae wg like a coun- 
try puppy, phraſe, ſo univ leacherous, that 
A Aur af . can take no "inde ſatisfaction 
in their converſation, than it is poſſihle for a 
thing human to ſatisfy their unnatural deſires 3; the 
have, ſay you, weak heads and ſtrong paſſions, are 
always in extremes, moſt commonly in a whirlwind, 
when their apetites are a-float, and never conſtant 
to any thing but inconſtancy.. | 


harge- againſt 
the faireſt and better half of the ereation which you 
believe true, without any proof but what you draw 
from prejudice and prepoſſeſſion founded on your ac- 
tance; tor the few years you paſſed here at he 
ins of court, with the abandoned part of the ſexe 


This George, is the ſum of your & 


You 


WI. 7 
5 4 
{4 


( ; * 
you . much involved, during that 
6 hays ſpend much of ee aks Rn 
| to time with, of 
judgment of the — part of the female wer 
and you muſt remember the old rule in logic, - that 
are not to be inferred from particulars; | 
con t every individual of the ſex you 
chanced to converſe with ſhould have proved as fa: 
laelous as Ceſer's daughter, and as 'deceitful-as'the 
pbeſian matron, yet you are not from your nars 
row obſervations to form from thenoe ſo hurſſi an 
_ 6pitfior/of the whole ſex. But if you ron 
your ſelf leiſure to enquirè into, or refle | 
the particular circumſtances of the unhappy prod | 
tutes whoſe behaviour has given you fuck a Ui 
to women in general, you would from thence find 
more reaſon ts ſhun the ſociety of men, and hate 
our ſelf mortally, than to blame cheſe unhappy 
tures,” who are wretched by our means, and 
deſpicable only becauſe we, by che blackeſt art 
of cunning, deceit, and treachery, have ſeduced 
from their natural innocence, and eruelly abandoned 
them after we have gratified our baſe ends, to all 
that load of ſhame and infamy, whichi you not only 
load them with, but would charge us the birth: 
of every woman in England. By a narrow feru 
into the original of theſe unhappy eriminale, yo 
muſt find moſt of them have had faith, truth ad 
rug boaſt of, with every eres, incl 
n, bi mem by force, fraud; or "tr — 855 
cheated them out of all; and ak tering the HAY Ha 
rence between male and female education; that moſt 
of them fel} by ſuch means as would have ſeduced | 
us, had we been placed in fimilar*Eirenmſtances, = 
If this then George is the caſe of the worſt fort of 
women, if we find that virtue, trüth, conftancys 
_ W is as ante to them as to us, if where: 
B 2 evet 


* 
00 
ever they ſwerve from the dictates of theſe prineĩ- 
ples, we find they have been ſedueed by ſuch as na- 
ture and all its ties have placed as their hope and 
ſafety, how ill founded muſt you then think your 
ill· natured opinion of the ſex, and how ſilly your 
reſolution of abſeonding a wicked town for the more 
virtuous country, when you are left to underſtand, 
that vice and intrigue would be here at a ſtand, if 
it were not for the brutiſh luſt and villanous trea- 
chery of your country ſquires and rural fox-hunters, 
I aſſure you every waggon brings us up the ſpoils of 
virtue and honeſty, and repleniſhes our ſtews with 
the game which your ſanctified ſwains have run down, 
againſt all the rules of honour and deceney; and yet 
theſe monſter hunters cry out againſt the wicked - 
neſs of Landon, and each fancies himſelf a ſaints 
tho? he has debauched more, yirgins with falſe oaths 
nnd promiſes than he haschaſed foxes or hares. 
For God's ſake, George, leave their hypocritical 
company, and come to town and ſin like a gentle- 
man don't ſneak in a corner to lie with your grand - 
mother's maid, or debauch your couſin's daughter; 
if you muſt have game, which I know- your conſti- 
tution cannot be without, let the rogues in the 
country have the fin upon their conſcience of break - 
ing the quarry; maidenheads, are but boys ſport, 
the taking them at beſt but porters work, a1 true 
cock of the game, ſcorns ſuch green fruit, but if 
your ſtomach. is ſo {queamiſh that nothing elſe will 
go down with you, Mother D can in half an 
bs new vamp half a ſcore of them, And to put 


vou into a better humour with the kind girls when 
you come up, and to keep you from reading 
Drelinccurt upon death, or The whole duty of man, 
J promiſe. you every poſt, as long as matter laſts; 
to. furniſh you with the ſecret hiſtory of one or other 
ofthe ladies of pleaſure, by which you will be con- 


vinced 


((>s)) | 

vinced that every we chatge upon them a2 
vicious is not 288 reſult; of their conſtitu⸗ 
tion as women, but the effects of deceit and. trea 
chery in us. n of this kind of modi- 
cine does not eure you of your hypocondriacal mes. 
lanchaly,” and ſend you up once more to out old; 
haunts, I ſhall give over the practice of phyfick, 


abjure women and wine, and turn methodiſt: 1 . 


ſhall ſend you the firſt doſe next poſt, , which. you 
a to ke morning: and ee ee am in gs 


mean time, J. 574 128 por nts 
VERT Dear George * 1 i 

Tour w friend, * mble z pant, 

ee e well. 1559 

2 n 2 EK Aua thod 

; . 15 a : e a. , 127 71947 

Na ip"), 2 E T T E R Wi \5 81; L260 


Containing the ſecret Hiſtory. and PORE” 
| © Mother D—— of Covent-Garden, Fran 40 
Birth 10 the preſent tine. 


a ow 


Captain Henry Rakewell to George Balfed, Bp | 


. London, December I, 1746. 
Dear beg "mn 


9. I have preſcribed a new: kind of female diet 
the firſt I ſhall preſent you with, is the hi- 
| 2 of the famous Mocher D—=s, of Covent- 
Garden, in whoſe houſe you have often ſolated 
yourſelf with a brace of delicate, plump girls, of h 
chuſing ; 72 had then a quite different notion of : 
the world, had. none of your queer whims about 
virtue and retirement. Who could have thoughts 
vou would ſo ſoon have turned recreant, and 
learned to blaſpheme thoſe pleaſures you taſted with 
Eg; a gout, ?' Was it the laſt po you had in 
Drury 


0 6797 
Druty- Lant wronght the u change or” way 
it che parſon of the patiſh Who reid you x — 
lecture of motality, which ehe dull“ 
practiſed him ſelf, but thro? "invincible mee 
that perverted your underſtanding ? If it was; 
be 5 — him, kf ſhould Pe obliged to takt 
4 journey to Huntingtonſbire on 1 151 to 

jo 1 5 firm's dra ughter f "bi e my 
\ toy 2 T1127 Df! — Fo 0 


0 TAI aw then, Cate that Mother 
D-——s, when ſhe was a maid, went by the nume 
of Marine; whether her father Was 7 Sears lp 
not, L cannotJuftly inform you, but in that country 
he hved; and Got this very uſeful! member of the 
body politick. He was one wi his Majeſty's trum- 
ters in Scotland, and acted i in that capacity at the 
BY -— ttle of Dumb lain, in the year #715 3 for I find 
mention made of him in a 2 of 2 famous ba bal; 
lad made on the occaſion of chat battle, "whe 8 


fays, 
Trumpeter Marine his breeks wa na Or 
For in battle he chanced to fa man; g 
| N In ſaving his neck, he his trumpet did break, 


„And ſo cams off without muſic at a man. 


And we ran, and they ran; 4 
And they ran, and we © 
W And we ran, and tliey ran wy wan f 


ov this ſcrap of Mae does no great — 
to the courage of Mr. Marine, the it does to his 
ence," in wiſely chooſing rather to break his 
* trumpet than his neck, and preſerving his valuable 
life for the honour of his country, and the comfort 
of his family, who muſt have ſuffered much had he 
periſhed with the reſt of the worthies who fell thar 
fatal day ; for tho' his appointments” as King's 
8 was not . conſiderable, yet by teaTh- 
| ing, 


(7) Ts, 
and petfotming on ſome: ſolemn cocafions; he 

5 e family in affluence, and gave s 
his children, particularly his favourite daughter, 
Emilia Marine, the ſubject of the n , 
4 very genteel education. 

His wife was a very orderly and We woman 
aud quite averſe to all the galantries in faſhion, tho 
God knows, what in ber days, were gig eſpe- 
cially. in that once fanctiſied city of Edinburgh, 
— lived, were virtues in compariſon to the 
manners of our preſent age ; but ſhe hated all of 
them, and every thing that bordered upon vice ot 
Pp phaneneſs, was herfelf earneſt, frequent and zea- 

ous in public and private devotion, and brought 
up her children in the ſame pious principles, inſlil- 
ling into their young minds an early regard to truth 
and religion, eſpecially to the ſandtiſed obſervance 
of the lord's day, which in her family was ts. 
__ day of faſting, humiliation and prayer. 1 

I cannot ſay Mr. Marine himfelt had due fo te· 
ligious a turn in his converſation, he had been a 
rake in his young days, and to the laſt day of his 
life remained a ſincere friend to the mathematicks, 
but as the good woman his wife did not confine his 
behayiour without doors, he was well enough 
pleafed to counterfeit her manner ben at home, 
fince it kept order and decency in his family; aud 
gave. him a reputation with his devout- neighbours; 
by whoſe intereſt he was recommended to ſcholars, 
on which ne the nw Part of his Tub: 
filtance, © © © | 

As to the girls, as they vere kept much at Dome 
ne ver ſtirred abroad but in the company of their 
mother, or ſome ſuperannuated relation, they eaſily 
umbibed the principles of grace; and our Emilia 
till ſhe was turned of fifeeen, was à very dd 
_ child, and very hopeful * but about 

this 


o 
17008 


o 
- 8 „ — 
8x88 ̃ — — 2 —— x ů ů ˙ ˙ OR — ay > 19 : a 
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sn) 
thistime things took a different turn in Mr. Marines 


ſamily, for the virtuous mother died, and he com- 
mitted the care of his family to an old aunt of his, 
who had ſtill a youthful tooth in her head, thoꝰ diſ- 
guiſed with as much pious outſide ſanctity as might, 
A real, have ſaved a Sodom; ſhe had been formerly 
familiar with the famous Colonel Cam——rs, by 
whom ſhe was introduced to the acquaintance of a 
young nobleman then commiſſioner for Scotland, 
whoſe court was remarkable for nothing leſs than 


virtue; here ſhe had learned an itch which never leſt 


her, even when the winter of old age had. froze 


up her blood, and an acquaintance wh moſt of KY 


the nobility, which in the end proved the ruin ofher 
young kinſwoman. So ſoon as ſhe took the charge 


: ef the houſe, under pretence of | recommending 
Mr. Marine to buſineſs, ſhe; renewed her acquain- 


tance with the nobility, and invited ſome of them 
to ſee her; at theſe viſits Miſs Emilia, now in the 
bloom of fifteen, with a perſon truly agreeable; was 
always introduced, and entertained the company 
with a tune on the ſpinnet, which ſhe acco ied 
with a voice naturally ſweet. Commendations and 


complements on the young creature paſſed of courſe, 


and ſome polite bawdy now and then dropt, which 
by degrees deſtroyed that delicacy of ſentiment, ſo 
much the ornament of the fair ſex, gave her an 
opinion of her charms, and ſome hints naturally 
ſtole upon her mind, of the defign of the creation, 
which in a few months quite eradicated the ſeeds of 


virtue, the tender mother had been ſo carefully in- 


Killing into her mind, $ = 

- A young nobleman by frequent viſits to the 
houſe, and pretence of learning the German flute, 
conceived a liking to Miſs, and ſet her down for 
his prey. He was too well acquainted with the 
— 2 believe he could meet with very great 
. | re- 


Us] 
bene from the 1 if he had 
to practiſe upon her Innocence 3 
which he found be could not accompliſh without 
the old aunt's aid. At firſt, the: good genitlewos 
man's ſanctiſied outſide deterred him from-making 
| his advances ; but conſulting ſome of his acquain- 


tance-about her character, he had the courage, the? 
& married man, to make © declarations of his love 
for her kinſwondan; It's needleſs fo ancquaint you 
with the grimace the old deldam put on when ſhe 
ſirſt heard the overture: it's ſufhigient:that the event 
proved ſueceſsful to: the deceitful peer who fairly 
purchaſed her of the aunt, he by —— 
miſes unknown to the father. bie the young 
creature to coniply with his purpoſe g. 
— thing of that kind in that city could not long 
a ſecret. The father ſoon knew it, but was 
obliged, from diſparity; of cireumſtances, to wink 
at the injury done his child, but the peer's —_ at 
laſt came to the knowledge ledge ofthe intrigue, cxpaſe 
it all over the city, and raiſed ſueh a hurricane: ĩn 
Marines houſe, that the peer was obliged to return 
to his country- houſe, leaving poor Emilia big with 
child, and without any other allowance but what 
her father gave her, who was obliged, in regard to 
his other daughter, to turn her out of doors, and 
give what ſupport he could ſpare by ſtealtn. The 
officers of the Kirk laid violent hands on her ; and 
ſhe was obliged to mount the Creepy before ſhe was 
full ſeventeen which made her infamy 
and made it morally impoſſible for her — be with 
any reputation for the future, ſinee every 


that was — really, or enen virguouly W 
as a p 


When ſhe wa? delivered, and; her child dend 
which the Kirk officers brutality was partly the oc. 
caſion of, ſhe propoſed going home to her father z 


but 


69 

dut the very wretch who ſeduced her was the great; 
eſt enemy ſhe had, and perſuaded her father not to 
countenance her; ſo that ſhe was obliged to remain 
in the Place where ſnhe was delivered,” which ever 
bady muſt ſuppoſe no very reputable houſG 
Here ſhe fell acquainted with Mr. 0 — of 
53, who finding her young and agreeable 
both in her Perſon and Converſation, with a broken 
raputation, tho*: likewiſe! a married man, laughed 
her out of all her reſolutions of repentance and 
amendment, and commenced an intrigue, which 
none of them obſerved any meaſures to conceal; 
Mr. C-—— happened to be charged with a 
crime for which he was committed to the city 
goal, where Miſs Emilia went and lived with him, 
and plaid a thouſand unlucky'pratiks, which made 
her as famous as any woman of her profeſſion in 
the city. I ſhall only mention one very rematk- 
able there happened to be à man confined for 
debt, who lay in the next Room tò Mr. C and 
his Madam, who had in ſome meaſure fallen under 
their diſpleaſure, for which they were re ſolved to 
ax Rim, and effected in this manner; they ply'd 
im over night with plenty of liquor, till he was 
etty mellow; when faſt aſleep; they made a rope 
of flax ſlightly twiſted together, the one end of which 
they faſten'd to his hand, and caefied the other end 
to the fire, at which they lighted it; and went imme- 
diately out of the room, ſhutting'the door pently 
after them. In a few minutes the fire reached the 
four man, 'who' awaken'd' with his pain, the 
bed, and every thing about him on fire; he made 
a dreadfu} noiſe, which ſoon alarmed the goaler, 
who with difficulty ſaved the priſon from being on 

fire, but could not ſave the poor man from bein 

miſerably ſcorched. It was eafy to diſcover that 
| 2 17 TR" uch : 


61) 
ſueh an affair could not happen by accident; and, 
in the end, Mrs. Emilia having blabbed the ſecret 
to ſome of her'cromes, it was diſcover d who were 
the authors. Mr. C— was confined to his room 
and Miſs'Emilia'turned out of the go. 

Aſter this ſhe' became quite common, and lived 
by the painful labour, as long as: {h&'could fee the 
officers'of the Kirk ; but her caſſi failing, they hur- 
ried her to the houſe of correction, where ſhe was 
kept at hard labour till ſhe ſign'd her act of baniſn- 
ment; which ſhe was very glad to comply with, in 
order to be out of the reach of the ſtripes the re- 
ceived weekly, for not r wr ſhe = 
utterly incapa ble of. 

Being — baniſhed: Bdinbargh he bet — — 
London, where ſnhe was introduced to Mother 
H, who new vamp'd her maidenhead, 
new'rigg?d ber perſon, and ſet her off at twenty 
r the firſt night to an old Jet in the cit, 
For a ſeaſon ſne remain d the top of the mode, and 
mada more money of her trade in one night chan 
ſhe had done in her own country for a year, even 
| when in higheſt _—_ there. However, ſhe had 

the fate of them all; went into keeping for a year 
or two, jilted her benefactor, and ſpent ber money 
upon her bully, was diſcarded, and return'd again 
to the tavern and Bagnio z from thence was ob- 
liged to walk the ſtreets, and went thro' all the 
ſcenes of diſtreſs, diſeaſes and poverty. At laſt 
ſhe met with a countryman of her own, of the 
name of D s, who kept her for ſome time; 
and he dying, ſhe paſſed for his widow, at leaft ſhe 
has ever fince made free wita his name. The mo- 
ney ſhe had got of him being ſpent, and her perſon 
too much battex'd to make any figure in an active 
trade, like all decay'd merchants,” being unable to 
deal on her own bottom, ſhe tet up the buſineſs of 
C 2 


(-12)) 
&:love-broker, ; and dealt by commiſſion. She 
found a landlord who truſted; her with the poſſeſ- 
ſion of a Houſe and Furniture, for which ſhe paid 
an exorbitant weekly rent. It was ſituated in the 
farther Piazza, Covent- Garden, and went by the 
name of 5s Coffee · Houſe. Here ſhe 
fell into pretty reputable buſineſs; and, all of a 
ſudden growing very ſaving, laid up a little mo- 
ney, and in a few years was enabled to take a 
houſe in the ſame neighbourhood z where he bes 
had the honour-to be broker to the firſt nobility 
of the kingdom, whom ſhe furniſhes conſtantly 
with the neweſt faces, and freſheſt commodities in 
the ſeaſon, for which ſhe makes them pay a ſuitable 
price; and in quality of * of the 
Pleaſures- of the great, makes à very conſiderable 
figure: in life, and lives very elegantly, far re- 
moved from thoſe diſmal ſcenes of diſtreſs and mi- 
. Jery with which ſhe was formerly acquainted. But 
Ibave given you a full enough, deſcription for this 
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Uppoſing ou have by this tine ipetty well di- 
QUepoing Sed: aber — — 2a of Nies, 
and — the proper reflections on that MH 
come now to. preſent you with the portrait: of the 
celebrated Peg , g —, whom I have | 
heard you admire as an actreſs. Miſs has the mi- 
— as ſome would call it, of 
Ireland. Her birth is far from being illuſtrious; dot 
equal to the Eclat wich which ſue has.; in 
both kingdoms. What her father was, . 
a porter, chairman, or ſootman, I cannot poſi- 
tively aſcertain ; but I think I may affirm he Was 
one or other of them, and died —. Miſs and her 
Siſter were very young, and left the poor mother to 
ſtruggle for their maintenance the beſt way ſhe 
could; for it was not in his power to leave 77 
thing worth mentioning. She kept an -herb-tellar 
in Dublin, and by ſelling greens, fruit and ſmall 
beer, kept the infants from ſtarving But this lo 
fare which that trade could afford, did not hinder 
: Peggy from ſprouting up a fine girl. She remained 
with her mother till ſhe was about eleven or twelye, 
when the genteelneſs of: her make, and the ſpright- 
lineſs and vivacity of her Temper, recom- 
mended her to the notice of Madam Violantes who 


being born in 


chanced then to be in Dullin and finding tiexotor  - = 
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her purpoſe, took her from her mother, and tauę ght 
her dancing, rope -daneing, and the tricks of ati. 
vity for which that lady was famous. Miſs ex- 
celled in all, and became the darling of her miſtreſe, 
and the favourite of the town. 
dees eee Violante, © beſides the entertainment of 
none. which ſhe exhibited to the town, had 
a 8 of children whom ſhe learn'd to act farces, 


# + drolls, and puppet-ſhews, for the entertainment of 


the A In theſe kind of pieces Peggy had 
always the principal parts, and ſoon diſcovered the 
talents of at leaſt'a popular actteſs. She continued 
for ſome years to entertain the town in this manner, 
till her perſon became too tall and remarkable for 
theſe childiſn entertainments; and was taken into 
y 2s a lower actreſs, "ene eee 
ren houſe, - 4%: 98 $111 (1% 
The town = prepoſſuſſed du ker favour: white 
4 he ated under Madam ' 7iolante; and her youth 
and perſon, which was by no means deſpicable;tho” 
no regular beauty, all contributed to her reception 
on the ſtage with, reat applauſe.” The firſt night, 
the —— 0 rods vc taken with/ther, that a 
1 Nof a hundred guineas was collected for her. 
his encouragement ſet Pegpy upon exerting her 
dramatick talents, and obliged the 2 b allor 
n higher than he firſt deſigned her. 
* As the was frequently obliged under Madam 
Violante to act in man's dreſs, ſhe had acquired an 
ait and addreſs in that diſguiſe ſo natural, that "ſhe 
never made ſo gapd a figure in her own apparel, 
eſpecially as there is ſomething in her voice which 
agrees better with a maſculine than female cha- 
racer. She acted in Dublin the part of Sir Harry 
Wildair and Captain Plume ſo much to the ſatiſ- 
faction of the audience, that houſes never were more 
ne, than when ſhe appeared in any of theſe 
41 characters. 


= 
characters. Not that ſhe conld be aid to be a ju- 
dicious actreſs, either in her male or female capa - 
city; but ſnhe perſonated the man ſo much better 
than moſt women could do, that this alone made 
amends for any impropriety in the real character; 1 
which, in my opinion, ſhe was never equal. How- 
ever, ſhe was mnch admired in Dublin, eſpecially 
by the young rakes of the town, who ſwarm'd 
her for their own ends. Whether Miſs car- 
ried her chaſtity to the ſtage or hot, is a point verx 
dubious ; if ſne did nut, the flip was not much te- 
garded by the beaux, who were willing to purchaſe 
her at any rate. But ſhe had wit enough, though 
young; to keep up to a pretty high price ; which 
young 6, one of the ticheſt commoners in 
Ireland, at laſt come up to. He had her, and in 
ſome little time took her from the Stage 
ried her over to England, where he ſpent 
eonſiderable ſums upon her. She returned with Him 
again to Dublin, and was the cauſe of a breacli be- 
tween the young gentleman and his father, who is 
naturally a parſimonious man, and hated that his 
ſon's extravagance with Peggy ſhould be the jeſt 
and talk of all companies in town\/t 37 19G 
© This outfal with the old father ſeſſened the l- 
ver's revenue, and that diminiſhed” Peggy's affec- 
tion ; in ſhort, ſhe diſcarded him, and "took up 
with C-—» T-—f, a young gentleman of à good 
fortune, and a very extravagant diſpoſition, Young 
r reſented her uſage of him, and talked very 
freely of her in all companies; and in particular 
uſed to ſay, that all the fine things with which 
ſhe made fo great a figure on the ſtage, for the 
was again returned to it, were his. This came to 
Pegpy's ears, and ſhe took an opportunity one 
night, in a full houſe, before ſhe . the ſtage 
at the end of an act, to take a gold teh from her 


fide, 
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fide, and holding it up to the audience, Rid, This 
berg is for favours received, which I ſpall. uſe as 1 
2 the ſcoundrel who (gave it me; threw it on 
the. floor, and ſtamped it to pieces with her foot. 
However, notwithſtanding this publick 
G——=r and ſhe made it up once more. The Count 
was diſcarded for ſome time : but in the end pre- 
vailed over his rival, and perſuaded Miſs to come 
over to the Engliſh ſtage, where ſhe has appear d 
in the ſame characters as in Dublin, and with the 
ſame applauſe. She continued pretty true to the 
Count for a few months ; but at laſt took up 
a peer of her on country, who allow'd ery 
bandſomely: :; but I am-miſinformed, if ſhe has not 
5 bad ſeveral keepers fince; From all of them ſhe 
gets what ſhe gan, is not over and above extra va. 
=: gant,' but is (aid to ſave money: and, what I think | 
15 the moſt commendable; part of her character, 
allows her mother, who is ill living, a handſome 
allowance to live on; and maintained her younger 
ſiſter, tak ing care that ſhe ſhould be as virtuouſly 
educated as poſſible, arming her with very good 
advice, to avoid thoſe rocks on which ſhe herſelf 
has ſplit. The fiſter is allow'd by all an unble- 
miſned character, is married to ## # 
but much againſt Pegg's will, who, foreſaw they 
would be both unhappy ; yet it is ſaid the moſt 
they: have to aſd on, ene her. Lam 
no! f 1 SHO! 
wer {66 33 1 Dear George, —— 8 
Tour moſt abedient bumble ſervant, 1) 
«HE W 
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LETTER IV. 
Conit aiting the ſecret Hiſtory, &c. of the famous, 


Captain Henry Rakewell /2 George Bellficld, Eq; 


London, December 20, 1746, 
Dear George, 


ISS A= My, commonly known by 
the name of Lady Fanny, was born in the 


Welt of Scotland ; her father is a gentleman of a 
middling fortune in that country, of as good a fa- 
mily as any of that name, and nearly related to a 
certain perſon lately very famous on a more famous 
occaſion, but of a character no ways of Kin to his 
much talked of relation, He had ſeveral children, 
to whom he gave a very liberal and regular edu»: . 
cation: his wife, a woman of exemplary piety, 1 
without the leaſt tincture of hypocriſy, or religious "I 
bigotry, brought up the young ladies in a . 
manner ſuitable to their birth and fortune, and with. 
ſach principles of virtue and religion as ſeldom fail 
to add Juftre to the greateſt natural parts, and the. 
higheſt extraction. Miſs Fanny the eldeſt, was the 
darling, of both father and mother, who notwith- 
ſtanding never allowed their fondneſs to extort from 
them any indulgence that might taint her morals, . 
or encourage the growth of any indecency z on the: -. 
contrary, as they lov'd her mote than any of the 
reſt of their children, they were more than ordi- 
narily careful to cultivate her underſtanding in or- 
der to add real value to thoſe pertonal charms: 
which ſhe began early to difplay. They watched, 
- earefully every folly or forwardneſs, and check 
every luxuriant growth * diſcovered itſelf, Hu 
3 * 
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by their conftant aſſiduity, they had fixed her in a 
habit of virtue, which they hoped would bring 
laſting comfort to their old age. They ſaw her 
with pleaſure excell in every female accompliſn- 
ment, without the leaſt tincture of ſelf-conceit, or 
affectation, ſhe herſelf ſeemed the only perſon of 
their acquaintance ignorant of her uncommon me- 
rit and excellence. 
A young lady of theſe accompliſhments, of a 
good family, and what they call in that country a 
genteel portion, could not be loug without ſuitors. 
hen ſhe was about the age of eighteen, many ap- 
peared, ſome of which her parents would have ap- 
roved of as ſuitable for their daughter, but they 
ad too tender a regard for her to urge her to give 
her hand where ſhe could not give her heart; they 
had entire confidence in her prudence, and were 
-» Teſolved to let their approbation wait her choice. 
Sne received the addreſſes of a numerous croud of 
lovers with equal inſenſibility, and ſaw herſelf the 
toaſt of the whole city of Edinburgh, for two or 
three winters, without being the leaſt elated, or al- 
tering the modeſty of deportment for which ſhe was 
particularly remarkable. She found herſelf hitherto 
admired and careſſed by all, without any particular 
emotion in her breaſt in favour of any; at leaſt, if 
the felt any, they were ſo tranſitory they never de- 
ſerved her ſerious attention; and ſhe was reſolved 
neither to wed for love, or mere intereſt, but that 
there ſhould be a juſt proportion of both pre- 
ſent at her Hymen, or ſhe would never change her 
condition, which at that time was as happy as any 
of her ſex and ſtation could be. 
But one unguarded hour ſhipwrecked all her fair 
hopes, and expoſed her to all that load of ſhame and 
obloquy which has purſued ever ſince. 5 


There 5 
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There is, or was a certain noble Peer who had & 
more than ordinary ſhare in the m nagement of 
Scotch affairs; he is naturally amorous, though 
much advanced in years, and to gratify this diſ 
fition, and like Cz/ar for political reafons, he lay 
with and debauched as many as he could. Three 
in particular were firſt in his favour, ladies of ſome 
diſtinction by their husbands places, and more fo 
by the influence they had in the diſpoſal of ſuch 
ſmall poſts as were ſometimes in the gift of their 
patron. One of thoſe, the loweſt in ſtation, and 
who had leaſt claim to the perſonal ſervices of our 
ſtateſman, undertook the poſt of purveyor to his 
pleaſure, and by all the means in her power endea- 
vour'd to ſeduce as many young creatures for his 
uſe as ſhe poſſibly could. She had ſucceeded in 
picating our Lord in this ſtation to a miracle, and 
eldom failed of ſolacing him after the fatigues of 
ſtate, with the virgin ſpoils of ſome family fare, 
more honeſt and honourable than her own. It hap» 
pened ſome years ago that our ſtateſman had carried 
ſome very honeſt and important point againft the 
country faction, for which he was reſolved to keep 
holiday in a peculiar manner; to complete the en- 
tertainment, this. illuſtrious bawd of quality 
was ſpoke to invite as many young ladies as ſhe 
could, The peer and his companions characters 
were too well known to ſuppoſe 'that any women 
of virtue or faſhion would appear at any entertain- 
ment of his giving, knowing it to be ſuch the 
procureſs then artfully invited about a dozen youn 
ladies of the beſt note in the city to drink tea wit 
her that afternoon, ſome of them her relations, and 
all of them ſiſters or daughters to her moſt intimate 
acquaintance z they all came as by chance, not 
dreaming of any deſign; it was in the beginning 
of ſummer, when the gooſeberry's were juſt 22 
D 2 * 
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and a fine evening. After tea, the beldam pro- 
poſed they ſhould take a turn in the E — of 
—— gardens in the ſuburbs, where they 
might eat goosberrys and paſs the evening till ſupper 
time. The young ladies, who knew theſe gardens 
were generaily open to people of quality, 2 the 
fake of the walk, agreed to the motion. They 
went and took a turn round, and pulled ſuch 
fruit as the ſeaſon yielded, and on a motion made 
by their conductreſs, went to take a view of the 
houſe ſuppoſing none to be in it. The family were 
really out of town, and none belonging to the fa- 
mily in it but ſome ſervants ; but the peer I firſt 
mentioned had apartments there while he ſtaid in 
town, which the ladies did not at firſt know of; 
they were ſhewed by the houſekeeper all the apart- 
ments, and were at laft conducted to an inner par- 
lour, where a ſumptuous collation was prepared; at 
their entrance, they ſaw no body, but at the ear- 
neſt requeſt of their conductreſs, who ſaid it was 
prepared by her orders, they fat down: In a ſhort 
time, the peer and his companions appeared, the 
ladies were prevailed on to fit ſtill, they eat part of 
the collation, and was.ſerved with cool tankard, 
which was made ſo ſtrong that in a little time moſt 
of them were fuddled, and all of them too much 
elevated to be aware of the ſequel :. to make ſhort, 
the table being withdrawn, and muſic called for, 
they danced for ſome time, and on a ſignal given, 
all the lights were put out, when a ſcene followed 
not proper to be deſcribed ; but all were that 
night undone, by foul or fair means, and amongſt 
the reſt Miſs Fanny, who fell to the lot of a young 
nobleman lately married, they were all ſent home 
next morning to their relations, but it was nine 
months befare they could digeſt the collation 1 
the 
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gooſbery-ball, which this tranſaction always 
went by. 1 
When Miſs Fanny went to her mother, ſhe was 


ſeverely chid about her ſtaying out all night, and 


cloſely interrogated about her company and con- 
duct. Though ſhock'd to the ſoul at the inhuman 
treatment ſhe had met with from the baſe procureſi 
who had trepanned her, and her curſed ſet of peers ; 
ſhe fondly imagined the moſt intereſting part 
of the ſtory would be concealed, ſhe fooliſhly hid 
that part from her parents, who were eaſily induced 
to forgive her indifcretion of ſtaying out, upon 
ſeeing the real and unfeigned concern ſhe was un- 
der on that account herſelf, The affair, though 
much and variouſly talked of, yet was kept as 
much a ſecret as a thing of that kind could be, 
where ſo many were actors, on account of the high 
ſtations of all the parties concerned: but a few 
months had not paſt, when the ſecret was blabbed 
by a ſwelling that appeared too conſpicuous in Miſs 
Fanny to be concealed. She was inconfolable on 


the diſcovery of her misfortune, and made her caſe. 


known to an old relation, who heartily ſympa- 
thized with her. She related the whole affair to 
her parents, who, till now, attributed Miſs's in- 
diſpoſition to ſomething elſe. But, inſtead of find- 
ing that compaſſion in them which ſhe expected 
from their great tenderneſs to their truly deſerving 
ehild, ſhe ſaw them fly into the moſt violent rage, 
and would hear nothing in alleviation of her guilt, 
but inftantly turn'd her out of doors. Her aunt, 
'who depended on her father for ſubſiſtence, durſt 
not ſee or countenance her, though ſhe had ſo 
much the inclination to do ſo, that ſhe ficken'd and 
died in a few weeks with mere vexation. The reſt 
of her relations were equaily obdurate; for there is 
| pride peculiar to the Scotch gentry, that they ne- 
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wer forgive a ſlip of this kind, looking pon it as an 


indelible ſlur upon their families, : 
She took lodgings where ſhe could get them, 
and was adviſed to write to the lord, who had 
been her partner that fata] night, to acquaint him 
with her condition, and defire ſupport from him. 
He came on the ſummons, gave her ſome ſmall 
ſupply, and ſolicited for renewal of the guilty fa- 
vour 3 but this ſhe rejected with contempt : but 
Having made a party in the houſe where ſhe was, 
he was let in privately over night to her apartment, 
and at laſt gain'd his ends. e ſenſe of ſhame in 
a woman once loſt, and when ſhe is perſuaded that 
nothing can gain her future efteem or reputation, 
the often grows deſperate, at leaſt is eaſily tempted 
to continue in thoſe ſteps which firſt. brought on 
her ruin. When we are convinced, that we can 
never enjoy the reward of virtue here, which is 
eſteem and fame, the ties of an Hereafter are too 
weak to keep us in our duty againſt ſuch ſtrong 
temptations as Miſs Fanny had to encounter with. 
She was abandon'd by all the virtuous part of man- 
kind, was in the power of, and dependent on a 
noble villain for ſupport. It's no wonder then ſhe 
yielded to be voluntarily undone, and in her own 
hraſe, to taſte the ſweets for which ſhe already 
ffered the ſhame. * 
He continued amorous till ſhe was brought to 
bed, and ſome time aſter; but having, in ſome of 
his other rambles, caught the foul diſeaſe, he com- 
municated it to Fanny as his parting gift, after 
which he never ſaw her, but left her to want and 


miſery. She was a ſtranger to the new diſtemper 
' the had caught, and her landlady could give her 
little or no directions how to treat it, but could 
gueſs it was venereal. She had till the remains of 
delicacy about her, and nothing of the common 
79 proſtitute z 
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proſtitute; ſo that ſhe was as much ſhock*d'at the 
thoughts of this mo as i, he __ 2 
her pregnancy; eſpecially w und her 
ſo bad, that ſhe muſt ſubmit to the Inſpection of 
a ſurgeon. A young fellow was called, who put 
her into a ſalivation, and gained ſo much upon her 
during his attendance, that all the remains of mo- 
deſty ſhe had left vaniſhed, She ſurrendered” to 
him the firſt fruits of her new ſtate of health, and 
finding her circumſtances daily decaying, ſhe. ſub- 
_ mitted firſt to private proſtitution, and at laft be- 
came quite common; for ſome months ſhe was the 
top of the game in that city ; but the vacation' 
coming on, and moſt of her wealthy cuſtomers” 
leaving her, ſhe was unable either to ſupport her- 
ſelf, or anſwer the exorbitant demand of the Kick 
magiſtrate 3 and ſo had the common fate of them 
all, was ſent to mill-doll in the houſe of correction. 
To get out of this miſerable place, ſhe was glad to 
indent with a dealer in ſervants for Virginia She, 
and ſeveral others in the ſame circumſtances, were 
carried to Glaſgow ; but in the journey there, ſhe 
had the addreſs to wheedle her maſter into a more 
than ordinary liking of her perſon. He made at- 
tempts to be familiarwvith her on the road; but 
ſhe put him off till ſhe came to Glaſgow, where 
ſhe agreed to lie with him at the inn. You muſt” 
know, George, that of all the cities in Scotland, that” 
of Glaſgom is moſt ſanctified; every man there has 
made a covenant with his eyes, and looks upon for- 
nication as a moſt damnabie fin, The magiſtrates 
of all ranks, eſpecially: thoſe of the church, look 
as demure as ſo many monks {worn to celibacy, and 
puniſh the leaſt ſlip of the fleſh with unrelenting _ 
fury. Though they love money more than any 
thing elſe, yet they can ſcarce be perſuaded to com- 
mute fin with money; at leaſt if they do, their 
| contciences 
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conſciences are ſo monſtrouſly greedy, it would te- 
quire the eſtate of a prince to anſwer all the de- 
mands they would have upon a man of my com- 
2 I don't ſay, my friend, they are made of 
ow in this city more than any other: No; I be- 
lieve the trade is carried on here as largely as in ny 
lace on earth of the bulk of it; but it's done with 
0. much circumſpection, that nothing appears in 
publick to betray their pious outſide, Miſs Fanny 
was not ignorant of the character of the place, and 
on it built her hopes of freedom ; for ſhe had no 
ſtomach for a ſeven year's ſervitude, though ſhe 
would have indented with the devil to have got rid 
of the Cerebus of the houſe of correction. I have 
obſerved, ſhe had conſented to make her maſter 
her bed-fellow at the inn; which ſhe did, but took 
care the landlord of the houſe ſhould be privy to it. 
He was old, and of the ſanctified tribe; and it 
iev*'d his righteous ſpirit that his chaſte houſe 
Thould be polluted with ſuch prophane doings, and 
was reſolved to waſh off the ſtain by a ſevere pu- 
niſhment on the young merchant. When he knew 
he was ſafe in bed with his doxy, he immediately 
apply'd to a magiſtrate, and brought a conſtable 
to ſurprize them in bed. They entered the cham- 
ber, and found them at an exerciſe not altogether 
conſiſtent with the piety of the ſaints, and imme 
diately hurried them away to the guard-houſe al - 
moſt naked, The young merchant knew the con- 
ſequences of coming to a public tryal, therefore 
wiſely made up the matter, which was done by 
a pretty large ſum of money among the parties, and 

a grant of Miſs Fanny's freedom. | 


f 9 
and having a little money as her ſhare of the com- 
mutation money, ſhe knew G/aſgow no place for 


ons 


Being thus got rid of her Virginian expedition 
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one of her profeſſion ; therefore ſhe ſet out for 
London by the. weſtern road. | | 

When ſhe arrived here, ſhe by chance ſtumbled 
on a girl of the town, her country-woman, and 
of her acquaintance. She took up with the ſtation 
of her maid ; but in a little time, her perſon and 
addreſs being too much ſuperior to that of her 
miſtreſs, they changed places; and Miſs Fanny has 
ever ſince had very good luck both in keeping and 
out of keeping, and appears at all. publick places 
with as much eclat as any of her profeſſion. She 

has a peculiar gaiety in her temper, but for her life 
cannot help reflecting upon the happy ſtate ſhe fell 
from, and the baſe courſe ſhe is obliged to follow, 
which I ſincerely believe ſhe would abandon, if 
there were any poſſibility of gaining ſome ſhare of 
her former reputation, by the moſt hearty contri- 
tion and repentance : but that is impoſſible; and 
I am afraid ſhe muſt continue what ſhe is, while 
youth and health laſts, and then die miſerable. I 
fancy you will allow ſhe deſerved a better fate. I 


am, 
Dear George, 
Dur myſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Hen. Rake well. 
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LETTER v. 


| Containing Mrs. B r's own account of the 


manner of ber 233 and ber . cir- 
cumſtances. 


It 


Captain Henry Rakewell 40 Goes Bellfeild 25. _ 


Dear Geo rge, 


, Yother night to pay a viſit to ſorne 
ladies, where the converſation turn'd upon the 
te of the ladies of the town. Amongft à ſet of 

virtuous women, and ſome of them old maids, you 
may believe the reflections upon theſe anhap 
creatures were very ſevere. I have a particular 
pleaſure to humble pride, and filence that ſpirit of 
Nander, too often the reſult of the pride of chaſtity, 
where perhaps no other virtue but that cold inactivt 
__ ſubſiſts: and I have all my life look*d upon 
eſe poor creatures as greater objects of pity than 
of hatred : therefore I ſtood up in the defence of 
the fair inhabitants of Drury. lane againſt the ſaints, 
and ſaid as much as drew upon me the ill-will of 
two or three of them, who can admit of no alle- 
viation to the crime of fornication; and would 
have all women of the nature of ſalimanders, to be 
able to live in the fire without ſcorching: How- 
ever, I ſaw one of the ladies liſten to me with more 
than ordinary attention. She ſeem'd pleas'd when 
I faid any thing iv juſtification of the fair criminals, 
or pleaded the force of temptation, and the trea- 
chery of the men: and at ſome relations I made, 
fuch as I either have, or intend to tranſmit to you, 
I could ſee her face covered over with a crimſon 
bluſh, which I took at that time as the ſymptoms 
of a delicacy and tenderneſs of diſpoſition, and BY 
mil 
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mind eaſily touched with the misfortunes of her fel- 

lo- creatures: but fince, I have learned theſe 
emotions flowed: from a more intereſting principle 
than the common paſſion of ſympathy and bene+ 
volence; for a day or two after, Tresen a letter 
from the lady, which, as it correſponds with the 
2 I have preſcribed you, I fend you a copy 

„only concealing the name, as that can contri- 
bute nothing to your advantage, when ] aſſure you 
the ſtory is real, and in no ſhape fictitious, - 


EA., 115 
Heard your converſation at Mrs. L——s with 
Ia mixture of pleaſure and pain. I was agreeably 

urprized to find any of your falſe fex have fuch hu- 
mane notions of the unfortunate part of ours, 
pleaſed to hear their follies extenuated as far as con- 
ſiſted with truth, religion and good nature, but 
now and then ſhocked to find ſome touches in your 
narratives, that awakened in me the painful re- 
membrance of thoſe guilty ſcenes I myſelf have 
-paſſed ; for I muſt confeſs to you, I have been one 
of theſe unhappy creatures, and gone through all 
the miſeries incident to a life ſpent in guilt and mi- 
ſery. You ſeem ſo much intereſted in behalf of 
the miſerable; and as you dropt ſomething in con- 
verſation of your being engaged in converting a 

friend from a hatred conceived againſt the ſex in 
general, on account of the abandon'd character of 
the women of the town, I thought my hiſtory, 
which is now, thank God, only known to my- 
ſelf, would be no diſagreeable preſent to you for 
your friend's uſe, and might help you as a com- 
mon- place on ſuch rencounters as you had the other 
day. I need not caution your ſecrecy, W 
| | = a2 Aan 
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will ſuggeſt it; and therefore I proceed without 
any farther preamble. 4 Nö 
l was born in the city of Jork, of parents whoſe 
circumſtances were eaſy, and their character ſuch as 
recommended them to the eſteem and acquaintance 
of: thoſe of the firſt rank in the county. I am the 
youngeſt of three daughters, which is all the chil- 
dren my parents ever had. We were all three edu- 
cated in a very genteel manner, as far as the city 
of York could afford it. My two fiſters were mar- 
ried before they were eighteen to two gentlemen of 
the neighbourhood ; and though I was but tury'd 
of fixteen, I had ſuitors in abundance : but I had 
no notion of a married ſtate 3 and my mother, who 
undelervedly preferred me to all her other children, 
.could not think of parting with me but on very 
high terms. My other ſiſters had each their por- 
- tions paid ; and my father let their huſbands know 
they had nothing to expect at his death, as he in- 
tended to ſettle the remainder of what he had upon 
me, which all the city believ'd to be very con- 
ſiderable: and, of courſe, I was addreſſed dy a ſet 
of courtiers of a higher ſtation than I could have 
expected, had my diviſion been equal to that of 
my other ſiſters. Amongſt the reſt of my ſuitors, 
one app=ared who bid faireſt for my eſteem, and 
the approbation of my parents. He had all the ad- 
vantages of youth, wit and perſon to recommend 
him to the fair, and a good eſtate in the county un- 
encumbered : a proper bait for the old people, 
Whole ambition could ſuggeſt nothing higher than 
what now appeared. I was ſoon ſenſible of his at- 
tractive power, and my young heart. was eaſily 
gained by his flattery : in ſhort, every thing bid 
fair for a match, which wanted only ſettling the 
common forms and conditions to compleat it, He 
had free acceſs to the houſe, was like one of the 


family, 


( 29.) 
family, and treated me with doating fondneſs} 
and J looked upon him, and loved him in every 
reſpect as if he had been my huſband. His behas 
viour was ſo polite, and his converſation fo'cys. 
cumſpect and delicate, I had not the leaſt miſtruſt 
of any baſe defign lurking under ſo fair an outfide; 
and gave my heart a looſe to love and fondneſs, 
and received him at all times without the leaſt re- 
ſerve, believing my virtue as ſafe as in a church. 
My father and he talk'd over the conditions, and 
they ſeemed to differ in nothing material; and they 
both propoſed, that in a fortnight after, on my fa- 
ther's return from Newcaſtle, where buſineſs of im- 
portance called him, to draw up the writings, and re- 
lebrate the nuptials. My father went, and my 
lover lay that night, and ſome nights before, at 
our houſe, We Git up late that night playing at 
cards after my mother was gone to bed; and When 
we were to part, we left the parlour together, he 
being to paſs my chamber-door as he went to his. 
He diſmiſſed the ſervant, who was lighting us up. 
at the foot of the ſtairs, ſaying he would not trouble 
him ſo late, but would undreſs by bimſelf. In 
paſſing my chamber, he went in, and we fell into 
a long chat about indifferent matters; at laſt talk*d 
of our approaching nuptials with abundance of de- 
licacy, but great ardour, and preſſed me with un- 
common ardour to his boſom, then left me, and 
went to his own chamber. So ſoon as he was gone, 
1 began to undreſs, and was ſtripped all but a loofe 
gown and my ſhift, when I heard ſomething knock 
gently againſt the door. Suppoſing it to be one of 
the maids, I oper'd it, and was in no ſmall con- 
fuſion to find it was my lover in his night-gown and 
Nippers. He begged pardon, and pretended he 
had forgot his ſnuff- box on my table, which he 
could not ſlcep without ; firſt, as he ſometimes 
£99 | took 
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took raft in the night, but eſpecially uit Jul f in 
the lid of it my picture which he ſaid he could not 
hye without looking at, till the dear original was 
all his own. I returned the compliment with a ban- 
ter, and he took up the box, which was indeed 
ppon the toilet, and opening it, look d ſometimes 
on the picture, and then at me, cries out, Dams 


not fit to him as you are now : then ran out in wild 
eneomiums on the charms of a diſhabille, ſnatched 
me to his arms, and preſſed me eagerly to his bo- 
ſom half naked as I was. I bluſhed at ſome free- 


doms which my dreſs permitted him to take, and 


begged of him to 3 the room. He laughed at 
my ſimplicity, to be uneaſy at his ſeeing me thus; 
he ſaid it was his privilege, I was hy all but the 
ceremony, which only confirmed the marriage be- 
fore men, but he hoped ours was long enough ag 
recorded in heaven: in a word, he uſed all prom 


forth uncommon imprecations on himſelf, 
meant to invade my innocence z and I at laſt in- 
dulged him in all the innocent dalliance he could 
= The evening grew cold, and he fancied. 
grew chilly, and begged- me to go to bed. I ſaid 
would when he left the room; but he attacked that 
as another ſupercilious foible; and in the end pre- 
vailed on me to draw the curtains only While 1 
ſtepped into bed: then he threw himſelf on the 
top of it, but never offered the leaſt indecency. 


We parted when it was break of day, e 
went to reſt. 


mon arguments to conquer my ny (tr | 
if he 


Having thus broke the ice, 'he came ths” nent 5 


might, and took the ſame freedoms, obſerving the 


2 ſame decorum in his ſpeech and actions: a — 


and a fourth paſſed in the ſame manner, which had 


this effect on me, that I was every night leſs —_ 


the painter, be bas not done you juſtice, or you did 
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- which 1 thought that 


loved him, I believed him, and ſaw 
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ed; Jeſs alirinedi and the fourth night L U 


patient till the hour came, which was to rene ey our 
my opinion chaſte but) amorous dalliancs, 


came, I eyen chid him for being ſo long from md. 
I was in bed, and he found by my behaviour, chat 
he had pretty well 


this ſcene, After lying ſome time on the top of 


the bed, he pretended to be cold; I put the que 


over him, but that did not warm him: in a 


by degrees, and the fame claſs of arguments he 


uſed before, he, to ſpeak in a military term, eat. 
ried his works to the foot of the wall of the fore, 


to naked bed. Of courſe ſome farther freedom d 


ſued, not before enjoy d; but there he ſtopped ſor 
that night, and left me at the uſual hour. Next 


night he maintained the ground he had gain'd che 


night before; and every hour advanced — 8 8 : 
freedoms, till after oaths and imprecations fu "i 5 
to have ſunk a nation, that he meant me faitly,. * 


and would perform the ceremony When I plesſed, 


was prevailed on to exchange vows with him, and to E 
admit the faithleſs wretch to all the privileges f | 


a huſband. 


In this manner the days and nights paſſed ll. | 


my father returned, my lover all the while ſeeming 
in no meaſure to abate his tenderneſs and affection. 
When the old man had been a day or two t 


home, they entered into diſcourſe by themſelves - 


conditions, Sc. but the lover asked more than it 


was really in my father's power to give; which 
when he would not comply with, he Breke off the 

match: but apptiſed me, that it was only "artifice - 
to bring my father into as good terms as he could, * 


but that he never would forſake me. As 1 
him leave the 


t tedious ; and when he - 


prepared me for a conelufion of | 


r 
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houſe with very little emotion; but I ſoon grew 
alarmed, when a week pafſed without hearing from 
him, though he promiſed to write every day, and 
much more ſo, when at the end of a three week's 
filence, I found all the ſymptoms of pregnancy; 
I could refrain no longer, but wrote to him in all 
the bitterneſs of anguiſh, and ſaid all I could, to 
recall him to truth and honour; but theſe were fled 
far from his heart. He anſwered my letter, it's 


true, but in ſuch a cold ſtyle as beſpoke the vil- 


Jain ready to ſtick at nothing, as it appeared he did 
not: for he took care this letter ſhould fall into my 
father's hand, who opened it, and was ſtruck to 
the heart when he found by it my unhappy - fitua- 
tion. He ſhew'd it my mother, who ſwooned away 
-when ſhe diſcovered the fatal ſecret. After ſhe had 
come to herſelf, they both came into my chamber, 


not to chide me, but to bemoan my misfortune ; 


for they had too good an opinion of me to believe 


I yielded from any principle of inherent levity; 
but believed the villain, as the letter ſnew'd him, 


had practiſed upon my innocence, and by treachery 


ſurprized me in an unguarded hour. They endea- 
voured to {mother their great concern, and, like 
true friends, tried to ſooth my heavy ſorrows, and 
ſpeak comfort to my breaking heart. This treat- 
ment had greater influence to convince me of my 


folly, than all the arguments fury and rage could 


have ſuggeſted. I fincerely repented my crime, 


and curſed my folly, that allowed me, by flow de- 
grees, to get the better of all my received notions 
of virtue: but I had ſtill a greater ſhock to ſuffer; 
for my caſe ſo affected my fond parents, that they 
both ſickened and died in fix weeks after, within 


two days of one another. 


The 
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The. grief for my parents death, who left me 
their fortune, amounting. to eight thouſand | 
in ready money, beſides other moveables, gave 
a pretext to refuſe to ſee company, and to — 
my growing ſhame, which was hitherto a ſecret to 
all the family and when I was about five months 
gone, I. pretended. not to be able to bear the fight 
of my houſe at 7ork, and took that opportunity to 


fell it, and remove myſelf and effects to London, 


attended only by one maid, whom I was obliged to 

make. privy to my caſe, and an aunt, by whoſe 
ce and carriage, I determined for the fu 

— 


to conduct myſelf, We arrived at London, 
took a ſmall houſe in a remote place in /eftminfer, 
and I never ſtirred out of my room, nor was ſeen 
by any perſon but theſe. two, till I was delivered of 
2 ſine boy. The child was privately ſent to nurſe, 
to people who knew nothing from whence it came, 
and for fear of any ſuſpicion, we left that quarter 
of the town, and took a ſomewhat larger houſe 
by Hyde. Park Corner. I was now. but nin 
and my pregnancy had diminiſhed very few of thoſe 
charms, which your ſex once  flatter'd me with; 
but rather heightened my complexion. I continu- 
ed private for near eighteen, months, receiving nq 
viſits, hut from one or two old gentlewomen w 

my aunt had picked an acquaintance with in the” 
neighbourhood, with whom I paſſed as a maid of 
no fortune, dependant. on my aunt, in whoſe name 
I permitted every thing to go, reſolving my for- 
tune ſhould never bring me into danger, or expoſ- 
me to the ſolicitations of the deſigning part of your 


About this time, I received a letter from one of 
my fiſters, with whom I correſponded, and who 
knew. nothing of my misfortune, that my late 
lover had: been W RN them a viſit, and ſeem d 
oe da 


bid. adieu; that ſhe did 
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anxious to find ont where I was ; that he ſeem'd ins 
clinable to renew his Addreſſes, and very penitent 
for his former conduct towards me, which he attri- 
buted to the folly of youth, to which he had now 
bid. at hat not incline to truſt him 
with the ſecret of my retirement, but could not 
refuſe to promĩſe to convey me a letter from him: 
This letter contained a warm declaration of his for- 
mer love, and a deep ſenſe of the injury done me; 
and penn'd in ſuch ſoft bewitching Neid as ſoon 
kindled the kindly flame in me, which I found had 
only been ſmothered for a while, but not to 

eradicated, I permitted him to write me ſeveral, 
without returning any anſwer, but at laſt, judging 
that, the only method to reftore my peace and repu- 
tation, I gave way to the fond dictates of my heart, 
acquainted him with my direction, and received 
the lovely penitent, with as much tenderneſs, as 


if we had never ſeparated. He ſettled three hun- 


| bis Family, He did fo, but this did not ft Jong, 


dred a year on me, and I made him maſter of 'my 
Perſon and fortune by marriage, which was con- 
ummated about a fortnight after our firft meeting. 

For near two years we lived perfectly happy, in 


6 


all the tender delights of conjugal love, and in that 


time received no rub to our pleaſures, but the 


1 fleuh of my boy, which ſat heavier onus both, as 


I was not likely to conceive again. But I was fa- 
ted to ſuffer more, for in about two years after 
our marriage, I found to my unſpeakable ſurprize, 
all my huſband's eſtate ſeized for gaming debts, he 
had loſt to Mr. B——1, and F— , and no- 
thing remaining except my. fortune, and a trifle 
my aunt, who died but a little before, had left me. 
He made a ſcruple to touch my money, without 


conſulting me, and I ſoon conſented he ſhould uſe 


it, to redeem ſome of the antient patrimony of 


— 
— 
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eſpecially, if I would conſent to 


tell me, and at laft, after a very long pre 
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for he ſet up for member of parliament, in a bo- 
rough where he had no intereft, but what he pur- 


chaſed with his money; which he at laſt found too 
ſmall to carry his election, after he had ruined 


- himſelf in purfuit of it. Nothing now remained, 


but that part of the eſtate which was ſecured for 
my ſettlement, which I would have thought ſuf- 


ficient, if I had not found a viſible decay_of his 7 


affection, and that out of what ſhould ſupport me, 


he maintained a miſtreſs, he had picked up in the 
ſtews, from whom he received ati ugly diftemper, 
Which he communicated to me, which went near 
to coſt me my life. However, it pleaſed God that 


I recover'd, and thinking his unkindneſs proceed- 
ed from my -refuſal to conſent to the fale of the 
remaining part of the eſtate, in order, us. he told 


me, to purchaſe a place; I, in hopes tö reclaig 


him, conſented; the money was got, but loſt at 
the groom · porters, in leſs than a month, and we 


were now obliged to live upon the fale of our plate 


and furniture, which laſted but a little time, and 


| PN and rhiſery came on a pace; which to me 


came inſupportable thro* his brutal uſage. 

Coming home one evening ſooner than ordina- 
ry, he brought along with him, a grave elderly- 
e who ſent to the tavern for a ſupper, 


and ſome wine ; the gueſt behaved with great po- 


liteneſs, but I thought fixed his eyes and attention 
on me, with more than ordinary concern; after he 
was gone, my huſband told me that gentleman 
had great intereſt at coutt, and hoped he would 
be one day, inſtrumental in making his fortune, 

ome meaſures 
which would be propoſed to me ; I rold him nothing 


| ſhould be wanting on my part, and was impatient 


to know what I was to do: He was vermin, 
le, 
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8 
which he delivered very confuſedly, I could pick 
out of him at laſt, that I was to proſtitute myſelf 
to this court-letcher, for the ſake of what he was 
to do, for my worthleſs huſband : The. propoſal 
was ſo ſhocking to me, that grief and vexation 
hinder*'d my utterance, and I could only expreſs 


5 my agony by the fury of my looks. He ſaw my 


condition, and ſooth'd me all in his power; we 
talk'd no more of it that night, but for a week 
together he put in practice all that promiſes, per- 
ſuaſion, or threats could do, to bring me to his helliſh 
purpoſes; at laſt I told him I would quit the houſe, 
and go beg my bread, rather then be expos'd to that 
kind of treatment. But 'fearing leaſt I ſhould be 
as good as my word, and that he ſhould loſe his 
hopes, he 1 8 to deſiſt his ſolicitations, which 
he did, only to enable him the better to betray me. 
About two or three nights after, when we were 
in bed, he pretended ſome excuſe to get up, and 
went out of -the room, in two or three minutes he 
returned, as I imagined, and lay down as uſual, 
without ſpeakinga word. What paſs'd afterwards 
you may gueſs, but you cannot figure the ſurprize I 
was in, when in the morning, as. ſoon as it was 
day-light, I heard my door bounce open, bein 
frighted, I claſp'd my huſband in my arms, as 
ve the villain throw open the 
curtains, and with a ſword drawn in his hand, 
threaten to murder me, calling me all the ſtrum 
on earth: I gaz 'd at him, and at the man I had in 
my arms, as one diſtracted, and at laſt knew my 
fellow to be the old ſtateſman. It's too long to 
deſcribe that ſcene, I ſhall only tell you the conelu- 
[Hon in his own words; Lou ſee madam, you are 
in my power, if you make a noiſe, or prove for 
© the future refractory to my will, having caught 
yon in bed with another,.I'll ſue for a divorce, and 
| 1 _ © expoſe 
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expoſe you to *. and all mankiad s. M 
ou A2 not in omiſe to comply willingly, 
Pl call up the — inſtantly and N 
What mull 1 de, I had no time to reflect, and the 
dread of public infamy at that time, got * better 
of every other conſideration; in a word, I fign'd 
to their articles, and remain*d the property of that 
old villain, for ſome months, during which time 
he furniſhed my huſband plentifully with money, but 
no place yet appear d. In about ſix months he died, 
and the wretch my huſband, was as poor as before; 
dut he ſought out others, to whom I was obliged to 
vield, for his ends, and to ſupply his extravagance. 
At firſt he obſerved ſome decency, and endeavour- 
ed to conceal from the world, the part he Reg, 
and obliged me to act; but by degrees, his cau- 
tion and ſenſe of ſhame left him; and by degrees, 
I own I got the better of it myſelf, and the- L found 
no pleaſure in the enjoyment of any but himſelf, yet 
I laboured with great affiduity to ſupply his wants, 
which would have exhauſted the exchequer. To 
compleat my misfortunes, my ſiſter and other re- 
lations heard of my ſcandalous life, and dropped 
my correſpondence ; I was ſhun'd by the honeſt part 
of mankind, and herded only wich ſuch as myſelf. 
And my huſband was ſo great a villain, as to com- 
plain of my conduct to ſome of my neareſt friends, 
and by laying the blame of his misfortunes on me, 
had from them ſeveral ſums, out of compaſſion. to 
his ſufferings, while I was left to ſtarve with po- 
verty and diſeaſes. At laſt he was laid in goal, 
where I maintain*d him, by ſuch means as he had 
taught me; he had not been there above ſix monthè, 
When a relation of his died, and left him twWo 
'thouſand pound. He received it, paid the debt 
he was confined for, which was not large; but in- 


e coming to ſhare his good fortune * 
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he went into a private corner of the town, to live 
with a woman he had pick d un the fleet, and 

never heard of him, till the whole was ſpent, and 
und he laid up in the Lock of a diſeaſe, of which 
lr ſoon after my knowledge of his being 
Lou may gueſs I had no great reaſon to grieve 
for his loſs, but I had a more than ordinary paſſion 
for him, and lamented his death, as much as if he 
had been a better huſband. I put on wheeds for 
him, but was oblig*d to turn out on my old trade, 
for 1 had yet learned no other: My remarkable 
appearance, got ſome good buſineſs for a while, 
and as I had no huſband to ſpend my money, I 
ſaved in one winter, about a hundred guineas. 
Finding myſelf thus rich, I propoſed leaving off 
public buſineſs, and to ſettle in ſome reputable way. 
A ribbon and haberdaſhery ſhop was what J pitch- 
ed upon, and ſet up in a corner of the town, where 
my former adventures were not known, and found 
as much cuſtom as maintainꝰd me decently,” I paſſ- 
ed two years in this innocent retirement, where I 
repented heartily of my paſs'd life, and enjoy d a 
calm I was a ſtranger to, ſince I was firſt rifled of my 
innocence; and at the end of that time, I ſaw myſelf 
ad vertisꝰd in the news- r, by my maiden name 
and that of my — 4 huſband, deſiring me to 
call of a certain attorney, who would communicate 
ſomething to me of great advantage; I went, 
and was acquainted that a firſt couſin of mine, had 
died in the Indies, and left his effects to me and my 
two ſiſters, which would amount to ten thouſand 
pounds a piece. In a few months I received my 
dividend, but ſtill lived incegnito, and went by a 
2 different name. I found a gentleman of 
mall fortune to my liking, whom I have married, 
but have taken care not to leave myſelf abſolutely 
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power, tho? I believe I ſhould have no cauſe 
to repent it, if 1 had, for he has made amends 
for all my former ſufferings. We ate eaſy in our 
eircumſtances, happy in each other, and bleſd 
with fine childrer, the eldeft of which you ſaw 
with me the other day; but I have tired you with 
— tattle, and ſhall now have done, wes n 
that 


in bis 


I am, e eee 
i - A 
Your humble ſervant, 
M. 1 
This, dear George, is a Faithfal copy of che: let. 


her, on which I need not make any As but 
Eper your reflection, and am, 


B. Sn. VE 
Tur mot obedient bumble erb, 
* 1 4 
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wil may alias Mrs, Co—k, 


Cap/din Henr -Rakewell to George Bellfield Eau 5 


5 
Dear George, 1 1 | 
ARY H, the ſubje& of this letter, is 
daughter to a wealthy gentleman farmer, in 
evonſbire. Her father lives in great repute, ' and 
brought up his children in a very genteel . manner, 
and beſtow?d very liberally on the education of Miſs 


Polh, Who had, and has ſtill a very genteel perſon, 


and is by ſome reckon'd little leſs than a beauty; at 
leaft, the neighbouring young gentlemen thought 
her ſo, and ſome of very good fortune and figure, 


made love to her in an honourable way, before the 


was turn'd of eighteen, and no doubt if ſhe had 
not been imprudent, might have been very well 
married. But unhappily for her; the young . 
her father's landlord, in a farm he rented, made his 
addreſſes to her, but unknown to his parents, who 
were too haughty, to permit their ſon and heir, to 
wed a farmer's daughter, tho? they themſelves, were 
but one generation removed from a ſtation, much 
lower than that Mr. H I was now in, The 
young gentleman was deeply enamour'd with Miſs 
Polly, and ſhe no leſs with him, on whom he pre- 
vailed to conceal his addreſſes from her father, till 


ſuch time as his father died, who was much advan- 


ced in years, and very ailing. They continued 
their meetings very innocently for near two years, 
when he met her one evening in a wood, near her 
father's houſe, to acquaint her with the agreeable 
news, that his father was given over by his phy- 

t ſiclans, 


* 


keins, and "kia death — 5 . The ted 
lovers indulged theniſelves in 2 pleaſing thoughts, 
5 an end being near to all their troubles, and tit 
approaching proſpect of their future bliſs; and the 
| n took ries he had never before attempted; 
and to make ſhort of the ſtory, both were wrought 
1 ſuch s pitch of defire, that the nymplr permit 
herſelf to be undone, before ſiie Was a Wart of 
4 1 he was about. The firſt blaſt of poſſeſſion 
being over, ſhe recollected the danger ſhe had 
5 herſelf to, and heartily repented her raſfi⸗ 
neſs, but the ſwain ſooth' d — a belief of his 
fidelity me rage $0 and wel allow'd ama | 
the tranſitory joy. ey mutual 
wok the charming toil, 1 5 — 
ee for = ſpace. of fix weeks,” when - the 
old man departed this life, and'left his hopefubſert 
maſtet of himſelf, and a handſome fortune. f 
He met his miſtreſs after the funeral, to 'congrit” 
_thlate with her on the event, but talk d no more of 
marriage; and in a month ot two made fewet᷑ afs 
ſignations; broke thoſe he made, and by degrees, 
quite neglected her. She found herſelf with child; 
acquainted him with it, and begged him to ſave her 
from infamy, and her father's reſentment. He ad- 
viſed her to leave his houſe, and ſet o er London, 
where he would recommend her to a ftiend, to take- 
care of her, and would ſoon ſee her. She com- 
ply'd, ſet out for London, and came to = houſe of 
his correſpondent, which proved to be Mrs, 7 
in St. Jamess-Street, a noted bawd at that time, 
but ſince dead. She knew nothing of the ways of 
London, where ſhe had never been, and ſo was 
ſome time before ſhe found out the proper bufinefs 
of her landlady, and when ſhe did, the could only 
bemoan herſelf, for her condition was ſuch, as to- 


make it improper to 1 her lodgings, nor _ 
5 | | 8s 


(42) gl be 
know where to apply if ſhe had. Ina word, ſhe 
was delivered without hearing from her undoer, 
and when ſhe was well, and propos' d leaving the 
curſed place ſhewas in, for her child was dead, fhe 
was. arreſted by the bawd for a large ſum, for 
diet, lodging and attendance; and was obliged to 
redeem herſelf from priſon, to conſent to become a 
proſtitute, to pay the beſdam's bill; out of whoſe 
debt ſhe never could get, while the old wretch 
liv'd : By that time ſhe was enur'd to the trade, 
ſhe had loſt all ſenſe of ſhame, and deſpaired of for- 
giveneſs from her father and relations, and ſo con- 
tinued it partly out of choice, and partly out of 
neceſſity. © At laſt, after walking the ſtreets for a 
ſeaſon or two, ſhe hired herſelf as a ſervant, to 
one C——+, formerly à confectioner, and in a 
little time became his houſe-keeper, and at laſt his 
wife, with whom ſhe lived very prudently, and 
gain'd the eſteem of his relations and her own; and 
what is the more remarkable in her behaviour was, 
that he had children by a former matriage, to whom 
ſhe behav'd with ſo much "tenderneſs, that her 

eateſt enemies, forgot her former failings. C—& 

ied about a year ago, and left her but in indifferent 
circumſtances, yet ſhe ſtil] preſerves her character, 
as faras I can learn. I am Bf 


8 Yr ur friend, and moſt humble ſervant, 


Henry Rakewell! 


TE „ aer Sue 
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Containing the ſecret Hiſtory * P—y e. 


5 TLundun, z 15, 1746-7: 
Dear 3 If * 


H E hiſtory I am to entertain you with, this 

poſt, is that of 'P——q Spe, at whoſe 
coffee- houſe you and I have paſſed many an evening, 
and with whoſe humour you ſeem'd ſo much de- 
lighted the ' firſt time you faw * her, that I was 
much afraid, you had a mind to have taken her 
into keeping. You have heard herſelf mention 
many circumſtances of her life, ſo that you are the_- 
better judge of the truth of what I now write z 
which I had partly from herſelf, in different con- 
verſations ; kad partly from others, who were con- 
cern'd i in the moſt remarkable events of her life. 
Her mother's maiden name, was E 2, but 

as to her father, I cannot be ſo circumſtantial, as to 
aſſure you who he was, All we know of it is, 
that her mother was woman to a lady of quality, 
and Happen'd tobe got with child, by the heir of 
the family ; at leaſt, ſhe had addreſs enough to lay, 
it to his charge, and the gentleman was not fo ſcru- 
pulous as to doubt her word. She left her ſervice, 
upon the diſcovery of her pregnancy, and lay inata 
houſe near Golden-Square, where ſhe was deliver'd 
of Miſs Polly, the ſubject of our preſent enquiry, 
and was taken care of at the expence of the ſup- 
pog'd father, who died before Miſs Polly was five 
years of age, and left her fifteen hundred pounds, 
Ny the guardianſhip'of her mother, 
G 2 The N 
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The mother foon- after married a man of no 
fortune, and the child was ſent into the country to 
board ; The father-in-law. converted her patrimo- 
ney to his own uſe; and that he might not be ac- 
- countable for it, when ſhe came of age, at leaft, 
that there 2 be no hopes of recovering it, he 
bought a ſmall farm in the "country with it, and 
ſettled it upon his own ſon, by a former marriage, 
depending himſelf upon his child's generoſity and 
honopr for ſupport. The ſon knowing by what 
means his father intended to cheat his infant ward, 
reſolvid not to be his tool in ſuch a piece of ini- 
quity for nothing, and ſo very piouſly refuſed, af- 
ter he had got poſſeſſion of the eſtate, and the eitle- 
feeds in his cuſtody, to allow his poor father of 
mother in- lw one ſhilling. This reduced the old 
Fedde to extream necęſſity, and diſabled them 
from making regular remittances to the perſan 
who had Miſs Pally, their ward, in keeping. The 
farmer, at whoſe houſe ſhe. Was, ſeeing he was 
' Fkely to be ill paid for her board, determin'd to 
haye his penny-worth out of her perſon's and put 
her, tho? ſcarce turn'd of twelve, to all the little 
drudgery of his houſe ſhe was in, any meaſure: 
capable of. Miſs, who had conceiy d ather no- 
tions, than that ſhe ſhould be oblig'd to turn ſcullion 
and dairy-maid for a paultry farmer, reſented his 
uſage of her, and was very refractory in obeying. 
his commands, and when he endeavour%d ta humble 
the pride of her ſpirit, by ſome wholeſome diſci · 
ine, Miſs had the courage, young as ſhe was, to 
ake an elopement from him, ang. travelled on 
foot to Lenden, tho! fixty miles diane from: it 
begging her way moſt of the road. She had a 
yoluble tongue for her years, and gave ſuch a 
moving relation of the cruelties her tyrant 


fuer, that moſt people. Pied her, and — 


(45) _ 
places ſhecame to they kept her a week oruwo, to 
felt — and made her journey as comfortable us 
poſſib E. Na 17 | . ö 
At an inn ſhe put up at, about half way to Lon. 
dn, from where ſhe ſet out, ſhe told her ſtory with 
ſuch a moving accent, that the landlady was much 
taken with her, and took the libetty to preſent her 
to lady 5. a lady of quality, juſt then a- 
hted at her houſe. The lady was charm'd with 
the behaviour, of ſo young a wanderer, and found 
herſelf much inclim d to compaſſionate her cireum«» 
| ances, and propos d ſhe ſhould go down with her, 
to her country ſeat, where {ſhe was then going ; 
Miſs excuſed herſelf very politely, and told 
| had fled from the farmer's perſecution, and thought 
it her duty, firſt to apply to her mama for protec- 
tion rather than any other, which, if ſhe refuſed, 
-ſhe ſhould think herſelf at liberty to embrace the 
good offices of any well · diſpoſed chriſtian, ſhe found - 
willing to compaſſionate her miſery. The lady 
was delighted with the prudent anſwer of ſo young a 
creature, and promis d her her countenance, in cafe 
her mother ſhould prove unnatural, and diſmiſa d 
her with the preſent of a guinea, which made the reſt 
of her journey leſs irkſome to her. | 
At laſt ſhe arrived at London, and with much dif- 
ficulty, found out her virtuous mother, who had heard 
of her elopement from the farmer, and was comfort- 
ag herſelf, that ſome miſchief had happen d to take 
her out of the world, fince ſhe could not learn what 
was become of her; but when ſhe ſaw her; all 
theſe pleaſing hopes vaniſh'd, and were ſucceeded: 
by the dread of her being a burthen to her in her 
preſent low circumſtances, and the pangs of conſci- | 
ous guilt, for having robb'd her of her maintain- 1 
ance and patrimony; all which, ſhe revenged up- 2 
on the hapleſs infant, and inſtead of receiving her 4 
with the tenderneſs of a mother, * | 
- 5 | 3 
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with her ſufferings; or blaming the brutiſh farmer 
for thoſe cruelties, which the peor wanderer painted 
in ſuch lively colours, ſhe redoubled her calamities, 
and entertained her for the firſt two or three hours 
after her arrival, with unmerciful blows, and the 


her, and turning her out helpleſs to the ftreet, 
He endeavour'd to pacify the mother, as much as 
poſſible, and by his authority, kept her in the houſe 
tor about a week; but he chancing to be call'd out 
of town, the wicked mother took that opportunity 
to get rid of her child; ſhe pledged ſome little 
moveables ſhe had, to raiſe a little money, part of 
which-ſhe remitted to the farmer, and with the reft, 
paid for a ſeat in the waggon for Polly. The wag- 
goner had a charge, to keep her ty'd up like a thief, 
till he delivered her ſafe to the farmer, whoſe di- 
rections was to make her work, and ſpare no cor- 
rection, to break her turbulent ſpirit. to the yoke. 
The farmer, a meer brute in his diſpoſition, execut- 
ed his inſtructions with malicious punctuality; he 
. welcomed her to his houſe, by ſtripping her naked, 
and anointing her - unmercifully with a cat and 
ninetails, a kind of diſcipline he threatned her 
with, every time ſhe proved in the leaſt refractory _ 
to any of his commands. „ 
For ſome months, poor Polly was obliged to 
ſubmit to what uſage ſhe meet with, tho' with 
great reluctance. She meditated her eſcape, and 
repented day and night, that ſhe had not accepted 
of lady 3— 5's kind offer; but ſhe had no 
way left of making a ſecond elopement, ſhe was ſo 
<0 EY cloſely 


= 
© cloſely watch'd, and leſs opportunity of acquaint- 
ing that lady, with her preſent misfortune, who 
was then at a country feat of hers, about twenty 
miles diſtant from  Polly's place of confinement's! 
However, chance was at laſt favourable to our un- 
fortunate, for one day as ſhe was returning from a: 
neighbouring farm, where ſhe had been. ſent of an 
errand, ſhe was met by a footman of lady B—Ss, 
who was going on a meſſage from his lady 
to a gentleman's houſe in that neighbourhood. 
The young man had been at the inn, and in 
waiting, when ſhe was preſented to lady B—y, 
and preſently knew her, and aſk*d her in a friendly 
manner, what ſhe did in that country, when he 
theught ſhe was with her mama at London. Miſs: 
knew him again by the livery, and gave a brief 
but pathetic account of her adventures, fince ſhe” 
had the honour of ſeeing his lady, and begg'd of the 
young man, to acquaint her Ladyſhip with her pre- 
ſent calamitous circumſtances.” The footman, Who 
proved to be a good natured compaſſionate. fellow, 
promis d as much as ſhe defired, and was as good 
as his word, as ſoon as he got home. —_ 
The lady was much moved with the pitiful. re- 
lation, which her ſervant gave of Poih's treatment 
from her unnatural mother, and the tyranny of the 
brute of a farmer, and reſolved to free her from her- 
ſlavery. The next day, the was ſo good as to 
write to her acquaintance, a gentleman of fortune 
within two miles of the farmer's houſe, a brief ac- 
count of what ſhe heard of Polly's caſe, both from 
herſelf, and ſome others, of whom ſhe ad been at 
the pains to enquire, and ſent one of her ſervants » 
expreſs with it, and defired the gentlaman to take / 
Polly from the farmer, either by fair or foul means, 
and ſend her to her houſe, - © - | 21187 
The gentleman, on receipt of the letter, ſent to 
dhe farmer, who was tenant to a kinſman of dk | 
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and tas him with his barbarity to the child 3' the 


* » 


farmer urg d the mother's: inſtructions, of which 
he ſaid he had fallen much ſhort;; but without 
much demur, conſented to part with her. She 
e e eee, ee whoſe lady 
in a few days, put her into a decent equipage; and 
ſent a ſervant and her chaiſe wich her, to lady 
B-—ys, who received Polly w great marks of 
eſteem and tenderneſs. This was an alteration for 
the better to Polly, in reſpect to worldly circumftan- 
ces, but in other reſpects, a greater mis for- 
tune, than thoſe ſhe deſired with ſo much anxiety 
to avoid. For tho“ lady  B——y' yery-generouſly 
had her inſtructed at her houſe in every branch of 
2 female education, yet the manners of the 
mily were ſuch, and the example ſhe ſaw from all 
ranks belonging to it, tended to directly to corrupt 
her morals, that what ſhe got in acquired aecom - 
a was much over ballanced by her loſs of 
virtue, which her education here gave her but a 
mean opinion of. The lady herſelf, tho poſſeſsd 
of a large ſhare of wit and good ſenſe, and ſome 
very amiable Qualifications, yet thought herſelf ſo 
much above ſcandal, and the rules of virtue and 
charity, that ſhe kept no meaſures in her gallantries, 
ſcarce obſerving the ſmalleſt decency, or the leaft © 
defire to conceal os. 0M was her favourite, 
and was employ'd by her, in every thing relating 
to intrigue, — ſhe was capable of, and e 
gen appointed watch in the next room, when the 
looſeſt ſcenes were carry ing on within; which in it 
ſelf, was ſufficient to taint the morals of one more 
experienced in the world, than a perſon of her years. 
Women are born with a natural modeſty in their 
diſpoſitions, which always ſnrinkæs at the firſt appea- 
rance of vice, and is itſelf, the ſole foundation of 
that valuable female jewel, chaſtity; but when by 
frequent converſations, with perſons of à lewd * 
TM turn 


„ 
turn of expreſſion, or being often privy to amorous 
e "cfickih of donn 5 A ſuperior 
to them, the natural delicacy of ſentiments wears 
of by degrees, and vice becomes daily leſs ſhocking 
to the mind, till in the end, the natural appetite is 
inflam'd, and all ſenſe of virtue and ſhame eradi- 
cated from the ſoul. This was the fate of poor 
Polly, for the was naturally forward, and the eticou- 
ragement given her by my lady, and the plæaſure ſhe 
took in her little prattle, made her much more ſo; 
the employment ſhe was put upon, in the court of 
love, where ſhe acted a ſhe Mercury, quite oblite- 
rated her natural modeſty, and gave her a reliſh 
far vice, before ſhe knew the meaning of virtue, 
or underſtood the diſtinction of ſexes, But ſhe did 
not remain'long ignorant of any thing, relatin 

to the affairs df love, and before ſhe was fifteen, 
made a ſacriſice of that toy her maidenhead, to a 
young lord, Who viſited' at Lady B———ys. 
Whether the lady was jealous of her young favo- 
rite, or thatſhewas moy'd by more virtugus. mo- 
tives, the intrigue was no ſooner diſcover'd, which 
had not been conceaPd with much art, than ſhe 
forbid the young lord her houſe, and lectur'd Polly 
very ſeverely,” for her indiſcretipn. I believe a 
leſſon of morality, delivered by one who lived fo 
little up to the rules of it herſelf, could but a 
have ſmall effect upon any body, much . lef& on a 
young creature, who was fall of her firſt love, 
raviſhed with unpalled enjoynfent, and poſſeſſed of 
very few notigus of virtue. She continued fome- 
time in diſgract, with her patroneſs, who refuſed 
to employ her as formerly, and would ſcarce per- 
mit her tb appear in her preſenee, except it was to 
chide her. "This ſat ſo heavy on miſs's ſpirit, that 
ſhe long'd to be releas*d from her dependance on 
my lady, and mates” Wis Tenn t, how 


w 
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to eſcape to her lover. 

was not his own maſter, his b being young lod | alive, 
who had propoſed. a match/ which the ſon did not 
reliſh ; and leaft he ſhould marry one of his own 
chooſing, the prudent peer, order'd, his ſon upon 
his travels, at a very; ſhort notice. The young 
lord was as much in love with Polly, as any man 


could poſſibly be with a meer miſtreſs g but he was - 


obliged to act circumſpectly, and durſt not pretend 


to keep a miſtreſs openly, leaſt his father ſhould ſup- 


poſe he was ſo weak, as to found his refuſal of the 
proffer d match, upon ſo mean a motive: There 
fore it was ſome time, before they could think of 
an expedient, how to keep his young miſtreſs and 
carry her abroad with him, and yet.conceal it from 
his father. At laſt, a method was hit upon, which 

was this: Miſs Polly leſt Lady B, and 


dreſs'd herſelf in the habit of a and came 


directly to her lover, at his father's houſe. She 
was introduc'd by the W as 4 young gen- 


tleman recommended: b uaintance - of his 


lordſhip's, who rin 11 heh uſe. for ſuch an 
| dan page in his travels, that this youth might 
be preferr'd: The meſſage was deliyered with ſo 
grave a countenance, that his lordſhip believed it, 


and accepted of the nded young gentlenian's 


ſervices, and diſmiſſed the introductor, after aſſcing 
if ſhe had thought of no ex about Polly, to 
Which ſhe repſied, ſhe not, and wiſh'd his 

lordſhip joy DE his new ſervant. Fack, for that 
was the name ſhe chooſe, was lodged in an a 


ment next my lord's, and remain'd far ſix or ſeven 


days 4 in the heuſe, — diſcovering herſelf to 


any in the family, or even to her lover, whom he | 


reſolv'd to kee in the dark, till ſhe was fairly out 
of England; an accident happen'd, which o- 
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e ſet out, the old peer his father hap- 
penꝰd to take notice of the page, and aſk'd his ſon 
where he had him; he replied-very innocently that 
he was recommended by ſuch a perſon of his ac 
quaintance; and that he intended to take him a- 
broad : The old gentleman reply d, it was pity to 
expoſe one ſo young, to the fatigues of travelling; 
that he believed the boy would not be able to ſit on 
horſeback ; and that if he pleas'd, he would keep 
the boy at home, and provide for him for 4 
liked his face. The young lord, very rendily com- 
plied with his father's deſire, to the no ſin — mor - 
tiſication of poor Jack, who was in hearing all the» 
while, and appeared thunderſtruck, with fo uner- 
pected a diſappointment. However, ber lover 
gave her ſome ſpirits again, when he added to his 
ther, that he could do no leſs, out of good man- 
ners, than acquaint the gentleman who recommend- 
ed him, with his reſolution and motives of leaving” 
him behind; and if he has no objections to it, 
have none, . een e f very little — | 
The old peer left the room immediately, and the 
young lord aſk*d Fack, if he was willing to ſtay 
with his father; to which hereplied, that if he ſaid 
yes, his lordſhip would be the firſt to repent it; 
for he believed if he knew the defign the gentle- 
man had, who recommended him, in his going a- 
broad, his lordſhip would think it a misfortune, 
that he had conſented to his ſtay behind; well re- 
plied the blind lover, I ſhall aſk him to-day, what- 
it is, and conſent accordingly : Lou need not aſk 
_ nor any body; GE elſe, but aſk your own heart, 
uſe your own eyes, and conſent if you can to the par- 
ting — (- theſe words ſhe ſpoke in a ſome- 
what paſſionate tone, which rais'd the young lord's/ = 
attention, and enabled him to diſcover in . =_— 
2 much lov'd miſtreſs, * effects of this 3 
10 | 2 
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vory you may eaſily imagine, witk all, the fine 
things two young lovers: would ſay and do on ſuch 
an occaſion: I leave all the remainder of that ſcene, 
to your own fancy, which I hope the country air, 
has not quite chill'd, and only inform you, thatithe 
young lord made a proper excuſe to the old peer his 
father, and ſet out the next day in a poſſt chaiſe 
for Harwich, accompanied by his page, and the. 
reſt of his equipage and ſerv ant... 
The young lord made the tour of Europe, and 
Polly remain'd in her page's habit all the whites : 
only at Venice, where ſhe lay im of a fine boy, which 
died ſoon aftet. On her recovery, ſhe again 12 
ſumed her former habit, and diſcovered her ſex but 
to one of my lord's vallets, for {even years ſhe re- 
main'd with him. On her return to Holland, the 
common foible of change ſeized her and tho' in- 
dulged by her, lord in evety thing, and doated on 
to a degree of folly, yet ſhe diſcovered herſelf to a 
brother of my lord *, , whom we ſhall call 
Philanger, and commenced an intrigue: wich him, 
which her lord ſoon diſcovered, and diſcarded her 
on it ; ſhe then kept company with Philander, but 
ſtill continued her male dreſs, appeared as his com- 
panion at all public places, and bore a part in all 
manner of diverſions, with as good a grace, as if 
ſhe had no relation to the female ſex. And even 
carried it ſo far, as to receive and ſend challenges, 
which Pbilander always found means to make ups 
without bringing her courage too much to the teſt, 
tho? ſne mannaged a ſmall {word as dexterouſly as 
moſt men. For in quality of my lord's page, ſhe. 
was taught fencing, dancing, and riding the great 
horſe, with all the other qualificatians becoming a 
young gentleman. At laſt Philander came over to 
England, and ſhe qꝗuitted her male dreſs, for one 
more becoming her awn ſex; tho it was polio | 
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for her to throw off the maſculine; gait and air, to. 
which ſhe had been ſa long accuſtomed, ayd even 
for ſome years, uſed. frequently to put her hand to 
her head, as if to pull off her hat, , inſtead of fink-. 
ing into a courteſy; in a paſſion would. clap her hand 
as on her ſword ;; and to this day, cannot refrain 
ſtanding with her back to the fire, as ſhe uſed to do 
when in breeches. She continued Philander's miſ- 


treſs for ſome time; but her way of living was ſo 


expenſive, and his fortune, as a younger brother, ſo 
ſmall for his extravagance, that they ſoon: run out, 
and were put to ſeveral ſhifts to ſupply her vanity 
and extravagancy ; amongf others, the perſuaded - 
Philanaer to go along with her, to his brother's. 
| UF and take up from him, plate to the va- 
lue of. five hundred pounds, Which was mark'd 
wed the peers arms, and charged to his account, 
tho? ſent home to them. This did not remain long 
a ſecret z his brother was enrag'd at it, and 
made it a point with P-;langer, that he ſhould diſ- 
card madam, and promiſe never more to countenance 
her. She had got as much out of him as ſhe could, 
and ſo was not much mortified at this ſeparation... 
Ina little time, ſhe took up with a colonel of the 
guards, and ſoon run him a ground; but ſhe really 
eſteem' d this man, and if ſhe went aſtray, it was 
only to ſupply their mutual wants. Io effect 
which, ſhe laid ſuares for as many culls as ſhe could, 
of the rich kind, and ſhared the booty with her 
colonel. Amongſt the reſt, ſhe fell into the hands 
of the old lord C -n, who was deſperately in 

love with her; but took care to keep her as bare of 
money as poſſible; he generally locked her up, and 
- feldom left her two things of a ſort; and ſome- 
times only one ſhove to her foot, that ſhe might 
not have an opportunity to go abroad, to gallant, 
it with any other, She ſubmitted patiently for ſome 
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time, till ſhe had perſuaded the old lord into an 
opinion of her love and fidelity; then working up- 
on him, in ſome tender unguarded hour, ſhe ca- 
jolled him out of five hundred guineas at once, 
with which ſhe made her elopement the next morn- 
ing to her colonel: They ſoon ſpent that money, 
and were obliged to live upon pledging her plate. 
At laſt he got a regiment abroad, and ſhe rais'd as 
much money as equipped him, and ſent him to his 
command, which he honeſtly return'd in a little 
time, and enabled her to redeem her plate, of 
which, ſhe has as large a quantity as might ſerve 
any peer in the land; for ſhe had a particular affec · 
tion, for that kind of moveable, and would rather 
part with her ſkin, than ſel] any of what ſhe ever 
was poſſeſs d of. As ſhe now grew older, the grew 
wiſer, or at leaſt more covetous; and ſet about 
ſaving money as much as poſlible : For this purpoſe, 
ſhe not only ſet up a bawdy-houſe coffee · houſe her- 
ſelf, where you have ſeen her, but furniſhed other's” 
for poor whores, for which ſhe received a weekly 
rent, always a week before hand, and made money 
apace. But this did not fatisfy her, ſhe laid a ſnare 
2 a citizen, one of the ſons of 1/rae/, and wheed led 
him out of a ſettlement for life, in which there is a 
clauſe of forfeiture, in caſe ſhe is unlawfully fami- 
liar with any man whatever. This obliged her to 
give up her cofſee-houſe, and to live retired; where 
1am told ſhe behaves with great decency, and 
without giving any occaſion to reflect upon her for- 
mer conduct; and what adds to the virtue of her 
reformation is, that ſhe allows an annual penſion to 
her mother to ſubſiſt on, thoꝰ ſhe 'uſed her ſo un- 


naturally, robb'd her of her patrimony, and wass 


the main cauſe of the vicious courſe of life, which 
ſne formerly led. She not only extends her humani- 
ty to her mother, but even to the daughter 1 her 
. 22 ther 
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father - in- law, the fiſter of that brother, who now 
enjoys what in equity belongs to her. Maintain'd 
her, when ſhe had none to provide for her, for the 
villain. her own brother would not; bound her ap- 
prentice to a manteau-maker, recommended her to 
buſineſs, and aſſiſted ber when out of her time; 
and took care by her advice, that ſhe ſhould be- 
have in ſuch a manner, as to preſerve a better re- 
putation than ſhe herſelf had. But I have faid 
enough of her, to convince you that the vicious 
courſe ſhe followed, was, by no means, inherent 
in her as a woman, but was owing to the villany of 
her father-in-law, and the unnatural uſage of her 
mother, which drove her to take ſhelter in a fa- 
mily, where innocence was accounted folly, vir- 
tue a cheat, and vice was the polite entertainment 
af every creature that harboured under that roof. 
am, | K „ 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Hen. Rakewell. 
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The ſecret Hiſtory and Adventures of Miſs H | 


Captain Henry Rakewell 4e George Bellfeild EG 
TDondon, February 1, 1746-9. 


'F delay'd writing you two or three poſts, in or- 
1 der to give your! phyfick- time to work, and 
that I might not cloy your ſtomach too much, 
but eſpecially, that I might give you an opportu- 
nity, of writing me how this new kind of regi- 
men works upon your malady. Tou don't uſe 
me kindly, not to give me ſome account of the 
8989 bY | ſucceſs 
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ſucceſs of my endeavours for yout relief; but I 
conſtrue it to my ad vantage, and conelude you be- 
gin to have à better opinion of women in gene- 
ral, and of the poor kind girls of the town in particu- 
lar; but you are aſham'd to own it, you are loath 


to confeſs an error, and have too much ingenuity to 


perſiſt obſtinately againſt the force of rational con- 
viction. Tell me George, is not this true? Have 
not I touch'd your pity for theſe unhappy crea- 

tures,” who drag on a painful hfs in the drudgety 
of pleaſure ? Is not your” diſpoſition moved to 


compaliionate them, and wiſh there was a way 


found out, to prevent ſo many miſeries as fall up- 
on them by the treacheryr of men, and the cruel- 
ty of their friends? 1 ſappoſe you are; but leaſt J 
mould be over haſty in my concluſions, I ſhall 
* my preſcriptions till you command me to 
eſiſt. OY ! 
The heroine of this day's entertainment, is the. 
celebrated Nanny H x, who for a common 
proſtitute, makes the beſt figure of any of her pro- 
feſſion in England. She has a handſome furniſh'd 
houſe of her own, in one of the politeſt ſtreets in 
town. Ay her chariot, footman, and every 
thing. elſe. ſuitable to a lady of fortune, and in a 
word, fits publickly with as good a grace, as any 
courteſan in Europe. af | 
She was born in Scotland, and is knbwn by the 
name of Scotch Miſs H—, to diſtinguiſh her 
from an Iriſh lady of the ſame name and profeſſion. 


Her glandfather by the father's ſide, was à woollen- 


draper, or according to the phraſe of that country, 
2 merchant in Edinborougb, of great credit and 
repute; his name was B=———7 : At his death he 
left an only ſon, to whom he left a ſpirit above fol- 
lowing his own employment. The young gentle- 
man being left in eaſy circumſtances, commenced 


gentleman, | 
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peritleman, ſo ſoon as his father paid his laſt debt 
to nature, and affected to keep company with all 
the young rakes of faſhion in the city, by whom 
he was diftinguiſh'd by the name of . 5B3—3, 
on aceount of a peeuliar finical taſte in dreſs which 
he affected. The gay pleaſures he launched into, 
and the expenſive company he kept, ſoon reduce 
our fine ' gentleman to fireighten'd , [circum 
ſtances, and obliged him to think of an expedi- 
tion to the plantations, to mend his broken for- 
tune; and in the voyage he happened to be caſt away, 
without leaving any poſterity behind him, | 
Miſs Nancy, the ſubject of this epiſtle, whom he 
ſcorned to beget in the common dull way of ma- 
trimony z that would have been too vulgar and 
mechanick for a gentleman of his ſpirit and vivaci- 
ty. While he was yet poſſeſſed of ſome part of 
- his father's ſavings from cloaths and ſerges, 
he made love in the looſe madiſh way to every fe- 
male that would liſten to him, but fill kept alofe 
from the fetters of matrimony, to which he profeſid 
amongſt his aſſociates an utter averſion 5 he was 
obliged in complaiſance to the humour of the Scoteb 
ladies, to make oaths and , promiſes of martiagh, 
pimp to a more illegitimate appetite, For its obſer» 
Fable in that country, that not one in ten thous. 
ſand yield the ſmalleſt favour without exchanging 
oaths, rings and promiſes z a few of which, judici⸗ 
ouſly applied, being ſure to purchaſe a maiden» 
head almoſt of any rank; but without them no- 
thing is to be done; there is there, no free. will 
offerings of love, all is bargain and ſale, at leaft 
the forms are always obſerved, tho* God knows 
the ſubſtance of the articles are rarely perform'd. 
It was on a bargain of this ſort miſs Nancy was gott 
for the beau her father happened to dance at the 
_ afſembly with a young * a citizen's daughter of 
a ſome 
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ſome repute ; ſhe was not over and above tempting 
as to her perſon or features, but ſhe was young 
and virtuous, motives ſufficient to excite a Don 
Quixot in love matters, to coyet an adventure with 
her. The beau ſaw her to her chair, and accor- 
ding to a dancing priviledge waited of her next 
morning to enquire how ſhe reſted, and all that. 
He was very well received by the young lady and 
the family, as he was a gentleman of a genteel 
appearante and perſon, and kept the beſt company 
in town of both ſexes; thus an acquaintance com- 
-menced; the lady was treated to plays, aſſemblies, 
concerts, and all the diverſions of the ſeaſon and 
city; and without any open declaration of love 

- he gained a large portion of miſs's eſteem. After 
a few weeks paſſed in this diſtant courtſhip, he 
brought his attacks cloſer, proffered love in the moſt 
romantic ſtile, and met with a Kind return; the 
lady would have had him made his defigns known 
to her father, but he was not quite ſo haſty ; he knew 
after that ftep, he durſt not pretend to trifle, or 
play falſe cards, and therefore pretended ſome par- 
ticular reaſons, which induced him to keep his 
* es a ſecret from all the world, but herſelf, 
for ſome months. The poor pirl believed his 
forged tale, and not to keep you long in ſuſpence, 
upon the common ſtale trick of a ſolemn promiſe, 
confirmed by a few trifling oaths, ſne yielded him 
the laſt favour, without waiting her father's conſent 
or the licences of the Kirk. Their commerce laſted 
for near a twelvemonth, without any diſcovery to 
their diſadvantage, but at laſt the works of dark- 
neſs began to ſwell, and ſpoil the nymph's ſhapes ; 
| ſhe acquainted her ſwain with the dreadful miſ- 
hap, but he was not then in a condition to help her; 
for his revenue was by this time quite exhauſted, 
and to ſave his perſon, he was obliged to take ſhelter 
in 
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* palace ot Holy oed. Houſe, which is a ſanctu 
ary for debtors of all ſorts, out of which no law; 
can force them, unſeſs manifeſt fraud is proved a- 
gainſt them. This was no time for him to thinks 
of; performance of marriage vows, ſince the lady's 
fortune was , not... ſufficient to ſet his mattem 


ight again, even if he could have perſuaded the 


father to hays let him had it 3 bat he had no ſuch, 
thoughts as to aſk him; he knew. Scotch fathers. 
never forgive public injuries of that kind, but pur- 
ſue TH EV INſE to the third and fourth, generation; 
of... the offending. party; therefore the beau n 
ſooner heard in his retreat, that his nymph was dif- 


covered by her father .to be with child, than Bee 
ſhipped himſelf; off far Fama ca, in che paſſhge to 


which, as I have already obſerved, he was caſt 44 
way, and left the father and daughter to manage 
the atfair as they beſt could. According to cuſtomy 
ths lady was turn'd ont of her fathers houſe, | when 
withi three months, or les, af her time; and! 
met. with nothing but. rebukes and reproaches from 
the reſt of her relations, .who.4ll 'refuſed her the 
merly lived as her, woman in the, family, and was 
matried to an induſtriqus thriving;mechanig in the 
fuburhs, bad compation, on her unhappy circum: 
ſtances, took her into her houſe, and kept her for 
_ near a twelvemonth. after, till miſs, /Naxcy of whom 
ſhe was delivered was. fit. to, be wWaan d; at which 
time an old aunt, who, lived in the Hand of Zeat4 
land, and who on account of her great diſtance 
from Edinburgb, had heard nothing of her diſ- 
grace, happen'd to die about this time, and left 
the unhappy mother ſome hundred pounds, indes 
pendant. of her father; which enabled her to live 


and fupport her child, without being burthenſome 
de ber friends. She retired to a remote part in — 
1 : 1 
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weſt country, when ſhe paſſed for the widow of 


one H Which is the ee ee 
now by that ha 


This was the firſt and the kf di of the mother x 
for ſhe behaved ſo well in that country, that ſhe 
was courted by ſeveral} of the neighbouring gentle. 
men, and at laſt after living ſeveral years without 
che leaſt reproach to her reputation, married x young 
gentleman of à very good Eſtate, but not with- 


Gut firſt ainting him with eve icular of 
the eh of Ns birth. Thi greet un- 


fort d eonfeſſion, ſo much e engage 
that he haſtened the Wy to his the ble 


upbraided her with her youthful conduct, or be- 
kaved in e manner to miſs Nancy, than if 
the had been his on child begot in lau ful wedlock, 
However, it was her fate not to merit long that 
your, or protection which he ſo generouſly af- 
f£6tded her; for ſhe was no ſooner compleated in her 
education, on which no ebſt Was ſpared, but me 
betray'd a coquetiſh light difpeſition, very unſuita- 
Hſe to her fitnation and circumſtantes: The mother, 
and her huſband, endeavoured by precept and ex- 
ample, to correct the levity of her temper and be- 
kaviour, but in vain; and the Taft ſhift they thought 
of to ſave her from impending infamy, was to 
marfy her as ſoon as poſſible, thinking that, if any 
would ſettle her. They found out x 
matcly for herz and the generous ftep-father proffer, 
ed to lay down! more money, as her portion, than 
he got by her mother; but Nancy did nat like the 
man, and would by no means be ailed on, to 
liſten to a martiage with him. Her parents im- 
portuned her, without pretending to lay any force 
of reſtraint upon her inclination, further than their 
advice; but that ſhe thoughtrepeated too often, and 
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pliner, that to get rid of their ſolicitations, the 
prudently left E hooks, and ſet out on the way 
0 . e where ſhe had ſome IN 

nce ſhe was at the boarding ſchool in that city: /: 
She made Glaſgow in — road, and thats teh 
with a young rake, who had ſeen her ſome where 
before, and ſcraped an acquaintance 'with her at 
the inn where ſhe put up. She ſoon informed him 
2 her intended journey to Edinburgh, and in 6 
more acquainted him with the motiveof ĩt: 
was ſufficient for him to improve to her tuin 
155 pretended to be defigned for Edinburgb nent 
day, and proffered his company and what afſiſtants 
ſhe ſhauld demand when ſhe came there; They 
parted that night, and ſet out next morning pretty 
95 but it being winter time and the road very 
they made two days journey aſ it, and lap 

chars night about twenty miles from Gla/gow. The 
young ge gentleman. treated her on the road with a 
great deal of polite [44-8 ſeaſoning his diſcourſe with 


as much flattery, love and gallantry as poſſible 3 


which gained pretty much upon the lady's _— 
ed affeRions ; "hey ſupped together that night, and 
he ply'd her with a glaſs or two ex 
which ſhe not being accuſtomed to, ſoon fuſtered 
her, and gave him ftill greater advantage over her, 
which 45 ra ſo much as to gain permiſſion, 
to ſteal into her apartment, when the „ of the 
houſe where they lay, were gone to bed. The 
eonſequence of which you may eaſily, gueſs. In the 
ning when ſbe awoke, having ſleept- off the 
os of the laſt night*s exceſs, and found her pa- 
ramour in bed with her, ſhe felt ſome ſevere pangs 
gf. reflection and remarſe, but they were too late, 


22 * too weak, to hindet a repetition of the 


1 joy, to. IS the night before ſhe was 
ce more than u paſſive agent. They Bot ur 


* 


t 62 ) 
and proceeded on their journey; but iultend a bs 


ing to her acquaintance, as the propoſed when 
came into the city, ſhe was — * on, to . ed 
with him at a bye place in the fuburbs, Where he 
tad found a apartments, and a landlady ſuitable. to 
the purpoſe. He continued with her for ſome 
months, and ſhe had no further thoughts of the 
matter, till having a falling out with the woman 
of the houſe, about a frivolous affair, the church 
mapiſtrate was by her made acquainted with the 
criminal commerce between the two lovers, who 
ſeized" them in bed together, and carried them 
both to his own houſe, where the thin Na 
public, the young rake was ſoon'refeaſed for ſum 
of money, and the nymph dh a Kind of contract 
common with theſe raſcals, was permitted to take 
lodgings in the city, and commence lady of 5 
fure, the profits” of which, The ſhared for ome 
time with this righteous reformer of manners, 
commonly known in the city by by the name of the 
Kirk treaſurer, | 
+ She was youngb had a tolerable e ef bean 
and a good ſhape, which gained her many 
mers, and ſhe was more prudent than moſt ft th pr 
are, for ſne ſaved money N e of the 
new tax impoſed upon her, by the re DE: cor- 
morant; but as that office is changed annually,” th 
ſucceflor, at firſt ſetting out, gave himſelf prodi- 
rocks airs of ſanctity, and raiſed the price of l to- 
for fin,” to ſo high rate, that "few were 
able to come up to his demands, and as he h 
learned that mis H. u was the richeſt. of the 
trade, and dealt with the . beſt chaps, he | infiſtetf 
that ſhe ſhould double the ordinary commutation 
money, and give him a lift upon oath, of all: her 
culls, © that he might raiſe a further contribution | 
Tow them. The firſt part of his ce 
WO 
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ſenger, ayoung of r belonging to one of the mar- 
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would have made a ſhift to have complied wich z 
but the laſt went againſt, her conſcience, and ſhe ab- 
ſolutely refuſed to comply, ſo was ſent. to the houſe 
of correction. Her generqus. behaviour to her 


on this occaſion, gained her a good 
friends, who .. intereſt with the magt« 
firate for her di promiſe of leaving the 
city, and amongſt them "colledted a {mall purſe to 
de ray her charges to London, where the intended, 
to 3 Nr 
e took ſhipping at Leith, and as ſhe had, 
ſtock of 3 ag money in her pocket, ſhe. 
chaved on board the ſhip, ; Nike: a young lady o 
ortune, 7 her name and character from 


the crew of the the There happened to go paſ- 


ching regiments. then on duty in Scotland, ho 
took a liking to miſs's converſation; he knew the 


world too well, to be long impoſed upon by the vir- 


tuous appearance of his fellow traveller, and diſ- 
covered what ſhe was, but ſhe allowed him to make 
no advantage of this diſcovery, without a pretty 
large premium, which he would not comply with, 
till they arrived at London, but being inflamed by 
her obſtinate refuſal, he at laſt fell 5 her mea 
ſures, and carried her to a noted houſe in Pall- 
Mall, where he had his Penny worths for his 
money, | 
They ſtaid together two or three days, which 
made her acquainted with the lady of this hopeful 


 hoblife, who glad of a new face, endeavoured to 


cultivate an intimacy with her, and recommended 


der to lodgings, not far from that place. 


This kind lady, did not allow her to remain 


| long without cuſtomers, but miſs was never to he 


. to he any more at her houſe, thoſe who 


Would have favours of her, muſt come to her price 


and 


_— 
its or remain without her; for ſhe 
ved from the beginning, fince ſhe had no 
Src magiſtrate to go halves with her, that pim 
and bawds » ſhould not. She perfifted obſtinately 
this reſolution, and found her account in it; "for 
the two or three days ſhe was there, made her ſuf- 
ficiently known to the ſervants'of that mart of plea- 
ſure, and they were forward of inting their 
euſtomers, with the arrival of a new face, which 
they deſcribed to great advantage, who were more 
inflamed by the airs of grandeur which ſhe affected. 
and by this means, ſhe was reſorted to by the firſt 
 mkes about court, and enabled ina few months to 
take a houſe, furniſhed it, and ſet up a genteel equi- 
which the ſtill keeps up, and is faid to be dai- 
ing money, with which ſhe ſoon intends to 
return to herjown country, to live without the ſcan- 
dal and drudgery, ſhe is obliged to undergo, by 
fubmitting to the embraces of every fool who has 
money to entitle him to a night's lodging. This 
1s her preſent reſolution, but whether ſhe may live 
to execute it, I know not; tho” I much fear, 
ſhe has ſo long acted the fine lady, that the can 
ſcarce prevail on herſelf, to retrench her manner of 
hving, which cannot be ſupported but by her con- 
tinuancein her preſent courſe of life. 1 am. 


por 


Dear George, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, © 
N Henry Rakewell. 
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Containiny the ſecret Hiſtory and Adventures of Miſt 
Elizabeth H — n, commonly called Iriſh Mi 
£ 4 R f e 1 1 
a ; | | £78 9, 
Captain Henry Rakewell 70 George Bellfield E/q; 
Dear George, 3 „ & 228M 
IHE heroine of my laſt, owed her birth to 
ancient Caledonia; but this, who bears the 
fame name, was born in the kingdom of Ireland, 
in the city of Cork, a famous 'ſea-pb! remarkable 
for its export of proviſions for the Veſt. Indles, 
Her real name, I am told, is C—=y, and this fh 
aſſumes, the name of her firſt gallant ; but Ion irs 
a controverted point, for I have heard ſome contend} 
that her father's name was really H —, others 
C——y; but tho' the learned criticks may diſpute 
about the name, they all agree as to the character 
of the man. He was, ſay they, a younger bro 
ther of a catholic family, and by conforming to 
the efjabliſhed religion, outed his eldeſt brother of 
the eſtate, who would not conform. He married 
a gentleman's daughter in the ſame county, with 
whom he had but a ſmall fortune; and by her ſe. 
veral children, but none of them lived, except 
Elizabeth, the ſubject of this letter. | 
As he got his eſtate in an unnatural manner, ſo 
he ſpent it fooliſhly; and in leſs than a dozen years 
became little better than a beggar, and fupportet} _ 
himſelf by the loweſt arts = tricking and * = 
5 3 


| for he was an honeſt limb of the law. When 


1 


eſtate was gone in the country, he came up to 
profeſſion z but 
eſtant, as all new 
converts for the ſake of eſtates are ironically called, 
and ſome other circumſtances of his life, was an ill re- 
commendation to buſineſs, at leaſt to any of repute. 
However, he got ſome of the dirty kind, for 
which he was a proper inſtrument, as he had no 
ſqueamiſh conſcience, and was regardleſs what the 
cauſe was, ſo he any how got money by it. Amongſt 
his clients, he, by chance, had got a young fellow, 
heir to a good eſtate, in expectation, with whom he 
intended to marry his daughter, now a girl about 
For this purpoſe, he en- 
company with 


Dublin, with an intent to follow his 
the character of a kiln-dry'd 


ſixteen or ſeventeen. 
couraged the young fellow's keepi 
| Her, in hopes of engagin 


Our 


uch a novice, as to be 
caught with the meer outſide of a green girl, 
ſo much as to entangle himſelf with her for 
a wife. However he liked her well enough for 
a miſtreſs; and was well pleaſed to find the fa- 
ther give him ſo many opportunities, to bring 
matters to bear: Betly was inſtructed to uſe him 
civilly, and if poſſible to hook him in; but ſhe 
had not cunning to purſue the right means; for in- 
ſtead of angling for him, and keeping him at a 
diſtance, ſhe was caught herſelf in a love ſnare, 
and then was fool enough to yield at diſcretion... 
The father did not diſcover her weakneſs, till it 
was too late to retrieve the misfortune, by ordinary 
means; therefore he had recourſe to a deſperate re- 
medy for a deſperate deſeaſe, which was to forge a 
iſe of marriage under a large penalty, which 
e had the impudence to ſue the young gentleman 
for, Witneſſes were not wanting to ſupport the 


youngſter was not quite 


deed, 


('67) 


deed a but the young lady herſelf being examined” 


on the trial, ſpoiled all their contrivance; for ſhe' 


honeſtly confeſſed the truth, that ſhe yielded upon 
A carte blanche, and if any promiſe had paſſed, it 


muſt have been to her father and not to her, ſinpe 
ſhe never infiſted on any ſuch thing. This inge- 
nuous confeſſien, gained her the compaſſion and the 
ſincere friendſhip of her gallant, who took her 
that very day from the tuition of her father, and 
provided for her, for a year or two, while he re- 
mained unmarried, when it become neceflary, for do- 


whole college, and afterwards to the whole city. 


For a ſeaſon, like the reſt of them, the profits of 
her labours were ſufficient to keep her from want ; 
but cuſtom made her familiar to moſt of the rakes, - 
and diſeaſes leſs tempting, ſo that ſhe was reduced 
to the loweſt neceſſity. At laſt a true ſon of the 
cafſock took compaſſion on her, new rigged her, 
and carried her over to Cheſbire, in England, where 
he had been preſented to a living: She paſſed with 
himat the parſonage houſe, as Sarab did at Pharaob's 
court, for his ſiſter; but pregnancy deſtroy'd the 
probability of ſuch a relation; and the levite was 
not quite ſo audacious as to pretend to keep 
à concubine openly, ſo ſent her to ſome obſcure 
village to lie in, ſent the child out to nurſe, and 
equipped the mother in the waggon for London, 
where ſhe was ſoon obliged to follow her old occu-. 

tion. She made herſelf known to ſome of the 

recian youths about the inns of court, and by 
them was introduced into the ways of London, and, 
to the knowledge of 1 moſt reputable abs 
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for that kind of commodity, ſhe deſigned to bye 


hy the ſale of. She has been for ſome time in town 
and has not yet been reduced to meer ſtreet - walking, 
how long that may be her fate I know not, but I 
ſee . few igns of reformation about her: we 


Dear George,. | 

bas. . aur friend, and mo bumble ſervant, 

2 * 

b l any. klar Rakevell 
: [13 * 3 * % 

. 0 Ti 111 6 . | } 131 . 


QI] 


LETTER N. 


ys Jonny 1. 
Captain Henry Rakewell 10 George Bellfield, 6, Bhs 


Dear George, 2 82 f 

Was t'other night about: nine Helock, — 

from Charing· Croſs, towards Temple-Bar, I was 
accofted with a how-do-you, Sir? will you treat us 
with a pint of wine, and ſo forth, by above a dozen 
of poor wretches, whom I formerly knew in hi 
figure, tho* now reduced to the loweſt ebb of mi- 
ſery. I vas not in a humour that night for fooling, 
as I frequently am, and divert myſelf often with 
treating two or three of them with a ſupper and a 
bottle of wine, without the leaſt lecherous deſign, 
but rather from a charitable diſpoſition, and out vf 
eompaſſion to their wants; but this night I huffed 


them all; and as I paſſed Sr. Clemeni -Chur eus 


was accoſted by a young creature in the uſual phraſe 


of 0 


yo "te er Hi ory and lime 7 | 


(£69) 

of the ſtreet, but uttered with ſuch an air of tim? 
dity und eonfuſion; as obliged me to take notice ot 
her. She was rather of the loweſt ſize, but her 
thape and air was perfectly able, as appeared 
likewiſe her face, by the ſmal 75 limpie the light of 

the lamps afforded-me of it; ſhe was quite new to 
me; which of itſelf was ſufficient to prompt me 
to be further acquainted with her; but without 
that, I found in myſelf a ſtrong diſpoſition to be- 
friend her and think favourably of her, and with 
that view went int tayerr not far from thence. 
I was ſhow'd à room, and called for a bottle of 


wine, ſat down and expected my female friend _ 


would not have been long, without ſhowing ſome 
trieks of her trade. But I was ſurprized, when 
viewing her cloſely, to ſte the tears ſtarting from 
her eyes, with all the marks of ſhame, diſtreſs and _ 
eonfuſton. This was an uncommon opening f 


love ſeene, and what I had never met Wirk ef: 


Before I ſpoke to her, I view'd her cloſely;obſerz 
ved no paint, but the moſt exquiſite natural red. 
and White, and two brilliant black eyes, that ap- 
peared. thro? her tears, like the ſun in an April 
ſhower; her hair was black, her boſom ſnowy 
white, decked with two tound globes at a moderate 
diſtance from one another, but what am Iabout 
George? going to deſcribe a beauty, its needleſs, 
be. her really a fine woman, which I really 

cher to be, and have not yet rettacted my o- 
5 She ſtill continued ſilent, and bluſh'd as 1 
ſurveyed her with fo little ceremony which I 
thought was not due to one of her profeſſion, but 
was miſtaken, ſor on expreſſing my ſurprize at 
ler apparent confuſion, ſhe burſt out into a flood of 
teats; and was ready to ſink with ſorrow, I 
begge@her to — and tell me the cauſe of her 
Heß, which J found myſelf inelinable to ſympa- 


thiſe 


(70 
thiſe with her in, and mitigate, if it was in my 
power. On this aſſurance, the abated of her exceſ- 
five ſorrow, and as ſoon as her tears would permit, 
aſked me, if I did not know her; I told her I B 
ſomewhere ſeen her face, but could not recolle& 
where; ſhe then called me by my name, and ſaid 
the fight of me renewed her ſorrows, and called 
back to her memory, thoſe days of youth and in- 
nocence when I firſt ſaw her, which ſhe ſaid was 
in company with your old cole, Billy ; 
I preſently remembered herz knew her to be 
the daughter of Sir H——y' L-—s, of the 
county of- Devon, baronet, whom our acquaintance 
Vas in ſuitof, and carried me with him to his father - 
in- lawꝰs houſe, when the match was hear concluded. 
He married her, and had five thouſand pounds 
down with her; but they had not lived three years 
together, when he run that and his own fortune 
out at Bath, Tunbridge, Newmarket, 6c. where 
he conſtantly was, tho' his wife was in no manner 

artaker of his pleaſures or extra but 
lived at a ſmall ſeat he had in Hereforiſbire. When 
his fortune was gone amongſt knaves and ſharpers, 
he came up to London, and lived upon ruining o- 
thers, by the ſame means he had been undone him- 
felf : In which he had but poor ſucceſs; He ap- 
plied then to his own relations and higwife's, and by 
their intereſt, got a commiſſion of lieutenaricy in a 
marching regiment z but that was too little to main- 
tain him; he ſoon ſold out, and endeavoured to 
make a puſh at play with the money; Fortune was 
fayourable to him at the Groom Porters; and in a- 
bout a week's time, he won five thouſand pounds 
and had the wit to leave off for ſome time; and 
with part of the money, purchaſed a place in the 
revenue, and lived for a year or two pretty de- 
cently, But about this time, he got n 

| wit 
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wich the young widow of an Ea/t-India captain, 5 
who had bent 3 but had ſome beauty 


5 tho much | ferior to his own wife. However, the 
love of a c 


8 him, and he yielded 

to the impulſe; nn ſome months 

R doncealed from the wile; at laſt he obſerved no 
+ meaſures with her, but brought the creature home 
| to his houſe, and made his ſpouſe a drudge to 
her, and in leſs than a twelvemonth ſpent all his 
ready money, and in about as. much more, the va- 


ue of his place, which he fold. The widow, ſo 
ſoon as all was gone, and that her extra 


=could be no longer ſupplied, took herſelf awa 
while he and his wife were reduced to the laſt extre- 


and went to the next fool ſhe met for her purpoſes 


mity: At lat he ſhipped himſelf off for the Eaft-In- 


dies, and left his ſpouſe with two ſmall infants, 

and big with another, without a morſel to ſupport -- 

her or them. The little rags ſhe had left, 1 . 
ſpul and body together, till ſhe was delivered. She 

then applied to an uncle of her's, for her father and 


brother was dead, to try if they would afford her 1 


any relief; but ſome malicious perſons had put it in 
to the uncle's head, that the laſt child was got ſines 
the huſband left her, and that it was owing to her 
behaviour that he had gone off, and he refuſed to 
look upon her; and all the reſt of her relations 
followed his laudable example. She was then obli 
ed to apply to the church - warden of the pariſh, 655 | 
ſome ſecret relief; which ſhe had but upon very 
uncommon conditions. The warden ſhe applied 
to, was à neighbour and a perſon ſhe had ſome 
ſmall kuowledge of, which induced her to believe 
he would be the readier to compaſhonate her circum- 
ſtances, He heard her ſtory n and told 
ber he would call in the evening, and think 


in the 6 what 0 be done, and 
"Ke 8 * 


(72) 18 
gave her half a crown for the preſent. He 
came according to his promiſe, but told her he had 
ſpoke with ſome of the officers of the pariſh; who 
Were not inclinable to grant her any: other relief, 
but to paſa her and her children either to the · pariſh 
where ſhe was born, or where ſhe laſt paid pariſtt 
rates, ſince ſhe was but an inmate ever fince ſhe 
came to that. This paſſing her from . pariſh to pa- 
riſh, and the thoughts of being at laſt reduced to 
Uve in a work-houſe, which even the church - War- 
den repreſented as a miſerable 9 - overwhelmed 
her with grief and deſpair... When he: faw her 
wrought up to the higheſt pitch of grief, he ſeem- 
od to be moved with her complaints, gave her an- 
other half crown, and promiſed to bring her better 
news in a day or two. The third day he came, 
and repeated to her, that his brother officers were 
obſtinate in having her paſſed: to her own pariſh 
which ſunk her into a fit. When: ſhe had a little 
recovered, he told her he had ſomething to pro- 
poſe to her, which if ſhe complied with, might 
fave her and her children from want. She gladly 
liſtened to the ſound : but how vaſt her aſtoniſh- 
ment! when ſhe found the warden meant no leſs 
than to debauch her; in lieu of which, he promiſ- 
ed her a weekly penſion out of the poors money. 
At firſt ſhe deſpiſed the offer and the author of it; 
but ſome few days want, and the landlord; by the 
 warden's directions, ſeizing upon the very bed ſhe 
and her infants. lay upon, and was all the movea-. 
bles ſhe had, brought her with reluctance to think 
of a compliance. He was over-joy*d. to find her 
in that diſpoſition, and never left her til} he had 
obtained his baſe purpoſes. He continued; to pay. 
her a guinea a week, for ſeveral months; but at laſt 
perſuaded her to let the children go to the pariſhy 
and come home to his houſe: by way of a houſe 


keeper z 


„„ 
keeper; ſhe complied and continued ſome fer 
months longer with him, at the end of which, on a 
quarrel deſignedly picked he turned her out of doors. 
It was in vain to apply to relations or friends; her 
conduct with the warden, was too public to be con- 
cealed, and too groſs to be palliated; and as for ſer- 
vice, ſhe was fit for no hard work, from the de- 
licacy of her education and conſtitution; and that of 
a higher ſtation n a character ſhe had now no 
right to expect; ſo that ſhe was turned upon the 
wide world, without friend to help her, or pro- 
ſpe& of relief in any ſhape. She had a little money 
about a guinea'or two, and ſome ordinary cloaths, 
and reſolved while that laſted to act a part conſiſ- 
tent with virtue and decency, and if poſſible, for 
the remainder-of her life. She took a ſmall room 
ata chandlers-ſhop not far from where ſhe had liv- 
ed with the warden, but where ſhe was not known, 
and defired the landlady if ſhe knew of any plain 
work, to recommend her to it. At theſe kind of 
places, where gin-drinking and goſiping goes con- 
ſtantly forward, it is hard for a lodger to be 
long concealed; ſhe was diſcovered to have been 
houſe-keeper or miſtreſs to ſuch a neighbour, and 
the woman charitably concluded ſhe would be glad 
to be ſo, to any body elſe. So inſtead of looking 
out to recommend her to plain work, ſhe goes 
directly to a young captain who lodged hard by, 
and had employed her in the bawding way, and 
acquainted him, ſhe believed, ſhe had game for him 
at her own houſe, gave a favourable deſcription of 
her perſon, and on pretence of making ſhirts for 
him, introduced him to her acquaintance; and not 
to detain you too long with a common intrgiue, ſhe 
partly by fraud, force and flattery put them to bed 
together, 3 | 
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The captain was generous both to his miſtreſs 


and the procureſs, and continued doatingly fond 


of her for ſome months; in which time ſhe equip- 
ped herſelf pretty decently, and ſaved ſome Vitel 
money. But the captain had been dabbling ſome- 
where elſe, and carried her home the fruits, and' 
then was called to his command in Flanders, The 
cure coſt her all the ſavings; and ſhe lived as long at 
her lodging as they would give her credit, but that 
gone and no hopes of relief, ſhe has lately taken 
to the ſtreets; and I believe J met her on the third 
or fourth night of her travels. She gave me her 
hiſtory I believe with great truth, and ſeemed 
heartily ſorry that neceſſity had drawn her in, and 
ſtill kept her in it. I gave her a guinea and de- 
fired her to go home, and not ſtir abroad till ſhe ſaw 
me, and that I would do all in my power to per- 
ſuade her relations, with ſome of whom I am inti- 
mately acquainted, to do ſomething for her that may 
put her above want of the neceſſaries of life. I 
have made ſome progreſs in it already, and doubt 
not but in a few days, I ſhall deprive Fleet-Street 


and the Strand, of one of their new inhabitants. 


Lam . 
Dear George, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Hen. Rakewell. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 


cantoiving the ſecret . and Shams of 
| M/s Elizabeth M 


Coptain Ferry Rakewell o a Bellfeild Els 


London, March 2, 1746-7. 
Dear George, 
ISS Elizabeth M——ie, has been upon the 
town in common for theſe four years paſt, 
and gone thro? all the ſcenes of diſeaſes, woe and 
miſery, tho? her birth, education, and firſt ſtage of 
life promiſed a much. better fate. I cannot ſay her 
extraction is illuſtrious; yet ſhe is deſcended of a re- 
putable ſtock of gentlemen farmers in Kent, Her 
father Richard M ie, has a ſmall patrimo- 
nial farm of about one hundred and fifty pounds a 
ear, and rents about three hundred a year of my 
rd „. He had three daughters, of 
which Elizabeth is the youngeſt, and one ſon, who 
follows his father's buſineſs, and is ſettled in a farm 
about three miles diſtant from him, near the coaſt of 
Kent. The honeſt farmer married for a ſecon 
wife, a woman of Hawkburft, poſſeſſed of a ſmall 
dowry, in right of a former T in that neigh- 
bourhood, which match in effect, proved the ruin 
of poor Elizabeth, the ſubje& of this letter. 
When this woman came into the family, the girls 
were all grown up, and this youngeſt about ſix- 
teen, a 8 ſprightly, blooming girl. The 
two eldeſt were ſoon married to wealthy farmers in 
that and the next pariſh, and only Beti) remained, 
hom the DIETS reſolved for a kinſman of 
hers from Hawkbur/t, who had all his life time been 
broad up among a gang of ſmugglers, with which 
. _ that 
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that town ſwarmd, and had picked up a little mo- 
ney, but not ſufficient to ſettle in any buſineſs, 
without carrying on his old trade of 'running 
goods, The father had no ſtomach for the match, 
as he had conceived an averſion to the cruelties, 
the gang juſt at that time began to practice, and 
looked upon them in no better light, than a ſet of 
banditti. He urged his averſion to his wife, bat 

ſhe was a true woman, and reſolved to be obſtinate 
in ſpite of the farmer. She ſounded her daughter: in- 
law's inclination, which ſhe found utterly averſe 
both to the man and his profeiſion; but that was a 
ſmall difficulty, ſhe determined to beat her into 
compliance, and to bully her huſband out of his 
conſent, Betty had an uneaſy life for two or three 
months, and was as obſtinate one way as the me- 
ther was the other; at laſt tired out with her im- 
portunities, ſhe got leave of her father to go and 
paſs a month or two with her brother; but this was 

getting out of the frying pan into the fire; for as 
her brother lived upon the coaſt, he had got a little 
taſte of the ſmuggling trade, and his farm lay ſo 
much in the way of the gang, that he durſt not, 
if he had any ſuch inclination, do any thing to diſo- 
blige them. She had not been long there, when ſhe 
received a viſit from her ſweetheart, and her brother 
by direction from his ſtep-mother, acquainted her 
that ſhe muſt look upon, and treat him as her huſ- 
band; ſhe remonſtrated to her brother all ſhe could, 
but in vain, he ſwore he would ſtand by till he de- 
bauched her, if ſhe did not comply to be regular] 

married. She ſtill perſiſted in her refuſal, and al 
of a ſudden the brother dropt his perſecution, and 
the lover his viſits, which ſhe interpreted as a ſignal 
that he had quitted her for ſome other, at which ſhe 
was much overjoyed : She ſtay about three weeks 
longer at her brother's houſe, and ſhe thought, as 
the cauſe of the difference between her and her 
; ſtep · mother 
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ſtep- mother was removed, to whoſe: behaviour 


ſhe had no other objection but in this particular, 


ſhe had better return to her father whoſe darling ſhe 
was. The brother made no ſcrup'e of letting her 
go by herſelf, mounted on a ſmall pad of his 


own. She ſet out towards evening, juſt time 


enough to be at home by duſk, Though ſie 
parted with her brother very chearfully to all ap- 


pearance, yet ſhe felt a. damp upon her ſpirits, 


which ſhe could not account for; and when ſhe had 


got about twenty paces out of the farm yard, her 
noſe dropt three drops of blood upon her handker- 


chef, which like all other women, ſhe interpreted 


as ominous of ſome impending misfortune but 


did not dream it was ſo near at hand as it really was. 
She rode on in a pretty briſk trot for about a mile 
and a half, when ſhe came into a narrow lane with a 
deep ditch, which ſurrounded ſome corn fields an 
the one hand, and a thick cops wood on the other. 
As ſhe was alone and the ominous drops of blood 
recurr*d to her mind, ſhe enter*d the lane with great 
dread and trembling, which increaſed more, when 
ſhe ſaw about twenty horſemen ruſh out of the 
wood, and ſurround her on all fides ; ſhe ſoon 
knew them to be the Hawkburſt gang of ſmugglers, 
which gave her a little freſh ſpirits, as ſhe could not 
imagine they had any defign upon her, who by 
her mother-in-law was in a kind of alliance with 
them. But ſne was ſoon made to underſtand her 


miſtake, by the maſter of them coming up and 


ſeizing her pad by the bridle, and diſcovering him- 
ſelt to be no other than her ſmuggling ſweetheart. 
He accoſted her but in a rude manner, and told 
her bluntly, that ſhe muſt now quit her damn'd 
ſkittjſh airs, and go along with him; ſhe dropt the 
reins and ſunk ſpeechleſs off the horſe; what the 


wretches did with her after that ſhe knows not; for 
ſhe did not come to her ſenſes, till ſhe found her- 


alt 
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ſelf on board a ſhip under full fail. When ſhe firſt 
recovered her fight and ſpeech, ſhe was confound- 
ed to find herſelf alone upon a bed, and in a ſmall 
cabin, without any - light but what came'through 
a ſaſh door out of the large cabin. She ſcream'd 
out at the fight, and was quickly ſurrounded by 
two or three ugly fellows in ſailors habits, and a- 

mongſt the reſt ſhe was accoſted by her gallant, 
who thanked God very devoutly that ſhe was come 
to herſelf, and bid her keep up her ſpirits, for ſhe 
ſhould come to no hurt or loſs, if it was not that 
inſignificant bawble her maidenhead, which ſhe 
made a greater pucker about than it was all worth. 
I might, added the wretch, have had it twenty 
times ſince you came into my poſſeſſion; but I 
ſcorn'd not to give you an opportunity of yielding 
it fairly, which I hope you'll find yourſelf inclined 
to do, when we arrive in France, where we are 
no bound with a fair wind, and hope to land be- 
fore to-morrow noon. She was glad to have fo 
long a reprieve,” and endeavoured to conceal her in- 
ward diſpoſition as much as poſſible, expecting, as 
hopes are always ſanguine, that ſome opportunity 
might offer, after her arrival in that kingdom, to 
free her from her preſent calamity. She aſſumed 
a chearful countenance, eat ſome of their provi- 
ſions, and ſuffered her brute now and then to ſa- 
lute her, and at laſt beg*d'leave to try to get ſome 
reſt, in order to get rid of their company: They 
left the little cabin to herſelf, and was ſo wonder- 
fully complaiſant, as to give her the key that ſhe 
might lock herſelf in, inthe infide. She thanked 
them for their courteſey, and promiſed if poſſible 
to compoſe herſelf : But fleep was a ſtranger to her 
eyes, the dreadful reflection that ſhe had been ſo 
long in the ruffian's power, ſtill recurred to her 
mind, and his telling her that he had not * 
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her, was but a week comfort, ſince a wretch capa- 
ble of perpetrating ſuch a villany, would certainly 
make no bones of concealing it with a lie. After 
torturing herſelf for hours, with the thought of 
having already loſt her honour, ſhe began to think 
how to preſerve it for the future, ſhe figured to 
herſelf what ſhe ſhould do at landing, and flattered 
herſelf with a ſcheme ſhe had concerted to eſcape; 
which was this, She propoſed to ſeem to yield to his 
importunities, provided they were firſt ſolemnly and 
publickly married; then ſhe intended to go with 
him to church, and when the parſon was about to 
Join them, to declare the force put upon her, in the. 
face of the congregation; which ſhe ſuppoſed 
would to a man, concur in relieving her. The 
noiſe, conſequence, and ſeveral circumſtances of 
this invention pleaſed her fancy till day-light, and 
almoſt lulled her into a ſleep; but by accident hear- 
ing ſome of the crew ſpeak French, a language ſhe 
knew only by the ſound, the fine caſtle ſhe had 
been building in the air vaniſhed in an inſtant. She 
then recollected ſhe was going into a country where 
they ſpoke a different language from her own, and 
followed different rites in religion ; and could not 
ſuppoſe that her raviſher would bring her to the 
ſpeech of any, who underſtood ſo much. Exgliſh,. 
as to be able to underſtand her ſtory, or if they did, 
could be poſſeſſed of any better morals. than his 
own. This fad reflection overwhelmed her with 
grief, and quite ſunk her ſpirits for the remainder 
of the voyage. Towards noon they arrived with - 
in fight of Havre de grace; there her gallant knock- 
ed gently at the cabin door, which ſhe open'd 3 
he acquainted her with their being to land ſudden- 
ly, and hoped ſhe had come to a reſolution to gra- 
tify his wiſhes. She tried to wheedle him to delay 
it till he returned to England. where ſhe ſaid ha. 
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would conſent to be married ; but he told her plain- 


ly, he was not to be longer put off with her fe- 


male arts, for either ſhe ſhould conſent ts be mar- 
ried that night, or he would lie with her himſelf 
by force, and allow all the crew to try what mettle 
ſhe was made of; this he ſpoke with ſuch a reſolv- 
ed air, that ſhes had no room left to doubt, but he 


would be as good as his word. After trying the 
force of tears, entreaties, and threatnings by turns, 
without being able to obtain one moment's reſpite, 


ſhe at laſt, as the moſt virtuous method, conſented 
to marriage. The brute was over-joy'd at the ſound 
of compliance, and ordered the boat out, on which 
ſhe and he embark*d, and ſoon reach'd a little paul- 
try village near Havre, and put up at a dirty Cabera 
where a prieſt was ſent for, who in very bad En- 
- gliſþ mumbled over the office of matrimony, and 
was preſent atſuch a ſupper as the place could afford, 
and after ſaw the couple to bed. That night ſome 


wool was landed out of the Ship, and next day. 
ſhe took in her loading of brandy and other goods, 


and ſet fail in the evening for England, they beat 


about the channel by contrary winds for three or 


four days, during which time the huſband behav- 
ed with as much politeneſs, as could be expected 
from ſuch a creature. But having landed at a place 


which poor Betty had never ſeen before, he ſeemed - 


to be more rugged in his behaviour. She aſk'd 
him if he meant to carry her to her father's, or ta 


Hawkhurſt, he replied he would do in that as he 


thought proper, but ſhe muſt aſk no queſtions. 
She was obliged to. comply; for ſhe was cloſely 
watched at the hedge ale-houſe they put up at, and 
permitted to ſpeak to nobody, without the preſence 
of ſome of her huſband's crew. As ſhe knew her- 


ſelf on Engliſß ground, the very air inſpired her 
with a ſpirit of liberty, and as ſhe had never con- 


ſented 


81) . 
had thoughts of foreing herſelf Hon G monſter ay 
ſoon as poſſible; butſhe'wanted ſome · body to com- 
rv her mind * and aſſiſt — d ad vice in ſo 
tickliſna ſituation; She thought ſhe ſaw' good nature 

inthe tandlady's face, and try*d{everal ſtratagems to 
get to the ſecret ſpeech of her; but it was two or 
three days before ſhe could have an opportunity; at 
laſt, meeting her as ſhe. was paſſing from one room 
into another, ſhe whiſpered her, to contrive ſome 
means, that ſne might ſpeak to her in private. 
That night ſhe had it, for the gang were all out on 
ſome of their expeditions, and left her in charge of 
the landlady, who was het bedfellow that night, 
and ſeemed to ſympathiſe with her much. After 
ſounding her as much as poſſible, ſhe let her into 
her whole affair, the manner of her being carried 
off, ber fortꝰd marriage. and intention td invali- 
date it; and ſue her raviſher- for a rape. The land- 
U pitied her, and expreſſed all the willing - 
nels to help her as much as in her power, in every 
thing, except her eſcape, which was as much as her 
life was worth. She even undertook to convey a 
letter to the next juſtice of peace, containing an 
account of her caſe and circumſtances,” and furniſi- 
ed her with pen and ink for that purpoſe; the next 
morning the letter was writ, and delivered to the 
hoſteſs, who pretended to ſend a ſpecial meſſenger 
with it, but inſtead of bringing back an anſwer,” he 
returned in about an hour, and told her that Mr. 
. for that was her huſband's name, met him 
took the letter from him, and promiſed to bring an 
anſwer in an hour's time. Poor Betty was thunder-' 
ſtruck, and in convulſions for fear of the reſent- 
ment of her tyrant, Hle came and breathed no- 
thing but revenge, and took it in a manner which. 
ſhe leaſt ſuſpected; he and the crew went out that 
$540 e evening, 
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evening. and propoſed not to return till the next 
day, and left the diſconſolate wife in charge with 
the hoſteſs, whom ſhe now. was convinced had be- 
tray d her. At was in vain to upraid her with it; 
ſhe ſmothered her reſentment, and bore with her 
eſence with as much good: manners as poſſible. 
hey went to bed together, and in about an hour 
after the hoſteſs pretended to get up for ſomething, 
and return d. as ſhe thought, in a few minutes after. 
Betty fell preſently into a little lumber and very 


little 
minded: hex bedfellow i but ſhe was ſdon awaked by 
a noiſe in the room, and the voice of her huſband, 
and two or three of his crew crying for a light: A 
light was breught, but by whom? the hoſteſs 
whom Betty, thought faſt aſleep by her ſide- The 
huſband immediately drew the curtain, and diſ- 
covered a fellow in naked bed with e who 
acted as mate of the Ship. He ſeemed in a:dread- 
ful rage, and: threatned to ſtab his wife, with a 
cuttoe while ſhe lay in a dead ſound, but the reſt of 
the ruffians held his hand, and he in bed ſtarte out 
of it, and made his eſcape out of the room: As ſoon 
as {he came: to herſelf, he dragged her out of bed, 
and beat her in a moſt unmerciful manner, two or 
three of them interceeded to ſpare her a little, and 
ha pretended to be over-· come with their intreaties, 
and left the room, ſaying, damn the bh, ſince 
Tam tlie mate has d her, I don't care if all the 
ſhips cre does ſo too, make the moſt of her, and 
ſhut the door after him. She was naked all but her 
ſhift, - Which no doubt inflamed the wretches, and 
now they had a toleration for their wickedneſs from 
their curſed captain, reſolved to ſatisfy their luſts: 
They caſt lots who ſhould begin; and in ſpite of 
tears, ſtruggles and imprecations, four of them en- 
joy d her. They then permitted her to dreſs her 
lk, and ſent her with two of the gang on * 
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back a-croſs the country, a road where ſhe did not 
know one ſtep, and left Hef in the fame wood ſhe 
had been taken from, but not before 12 70 4 


cals had been as free with her as the ref 


When left alone, it was ome comfort to her” 
all her cala mities, that her mind was not conſentin; 
to any part of the violence that had been offered $0 
her, and that ſhe was ſo near her father's houſe, 


from whom the expected eompaſſion, and leave to 
mourn her misfortunes in private, if not revenge 
of the injuries done her: "pleaſed with theſe re- 
Actions, ſhe left the wood, and ſet out for het fa- 


ther's farm, where ſhe artived. juſt as on of the 


raſcals who had brought her to the wood, was 
getting out of the gate, he paſſed by her with a 


| ſheer, put ſpurs to his horſe, and was ſopn out of 


ht. "She entered the houſe and ran to her father, 
whom ſhe ſaw in the parlour drowned in tears, he 
roſe at the fight of her, but inſtead. of meeting her 
with the fondneſs of a father, anger, and rage 
kindled in his countenance, which was before over- 
caſt with grief, and with an angry tone, took her 
by the ſhoulder, ſay ing, impudent ſtrumpet, how 
dare you enter my roof, after loading nie with ſo 
much infamy. Surprized at ſo unexpected a treat- 


ment from a much - lov d father, ſnie fell onſher knees 


and claſped his in her arms, begging him for God's 
fake, to tell her her crime, and hear her misfor- 
tunes, which before were too much for human 
nature to bear; twiſting himſelf from her, he point- 
ed to a letter lying on the table, there, wretch, is 
your crime; read it, and ſee how you have diſho- 
noured my houſe, and helped to bring my gray 
hairs with ſorrow to my grave. She ſnatched up 
che letter which run thus. | 
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I wrote to you an my lapding; how had ſuc- 
ceeded at laft, in ſpite of the coy reſiſtance of 

yo r daughter, and how. happy 1 promiſed, my- 
felf to be, both in a wife and your alliance ; but 
1 reckon'd without my - hoſt, for on thurſday laſt 
"ſhe meditated an eſcape, and wrote a. letter to 
Mr. Juſtice R— , charging me with a rape, 
and deſirmg his protection, c. which I intercept- 
ed; and was good - natured enough to paſs over, 
thinking by Jour adyice, when we arrived with 
a hag? ſhe 2 45 be brought to a reaſonable ſenſe of 
her duty and intereſt ; , But I was ill rewarded for 
my forgiveneſs; for that very night, on coming 

home late I found her in bed with 7— m, mz 
- mate, and for ought I know, the whole ſhip's crew 
| have lain with her, at leaſt four or five have 
confeſſed it. As ſhe has ſo early diſcovered ſuch a 
diſpoſition, you'll not be'ſurprized, I have order'd 
her to be ſet down on the very ſpot I took her from. 
I ſuppoſe her next journey will be to you, . where 
no doubt, a perſon ſo happily cut out for intrigues, 
cannot want an excuſe for ſo ſmall an offence as ſhe 
has been guilty of; as ſhe denies to have conſented 
to the marriage, I am glad it can be made none; 
but whether or not, I ſhall never trouble my h 
about her, but leave her puniſhment to heaven and 
her father. Iam, _ 


Your miſt bumble ſervant, „ 
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- - She had no ſdoner read the letter, than ſhe hep: 
ged of her father to bear her ſtory, | which The | 
-would relate with the ſame ſacred regard to trdth, 
a if ſhe was in the preſence of her heavenly fas 
ther at the laſt day. The old man naturally come. 
paſſionate, but. more fo to 4 much - loved child, be 
= ſoften at her complaints, and diſpoſed him: 
elf to liſten to her melancholy narrative. But ſhe 
had brought! her ſtory no further than her landing 
at Havre, when the furious ſtep-· mother entered | 
room like a hurricane, and ſpoke like a tempeſt. 
She was all noiſe, paſſion and opprobrious langu 
the huſband begged of her to be calm, 1 154 1 
child; but in vain, ſhe was ' convineed the was 
guilty, and inſiſted on his turning her out of doors 
that inſtant, the poor hen-peck*d father quitted the 
room,” and left the termagant wife to do what ſhe 
pleaſed, which was to turn her daughter-in-law 4a 


* 
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T She cuitthd her father's houſe with a 1 heart, 
and wearied limbs, and made a ſhift to reach about 
ſun · ſet to a farmer's houſe, who lived within two 
miles of her father, and had formerly been a ſervunt 
in his fatnily. This happened to be the road, the 
raſcals who brought her home had taken in their 
return, and ſhe found her diſgrace · was there e 


her, She met with but a cold reception from the 
family, however they vouchſafed her ſhelter fot 
that niglit: Next morning before ſhe left it, ſhe 
writ to her father a pathetic letter with all the dread- 
ſul circumſtances of her misfortune, and {ent it by 
2 boy, on whom, with money, ſhe prevailed to de- 
| ver it. But he returned with little comfort, and 
told her, her father was taken ill laſt night and 
could not be ſpoke with ; and that her mother · in- 
law had taken her letter, to which ſhe ſaid there 
. was no anſwer. The unhappy creature then ſet 


out 


TT | EE 


19 40 not "Zn his Bae, —— dogs | 
ſe upon her. What muſt ſhe do? helpleſs, for- 
ſaken aud alone, without money, without friends, 
and What is worſe, laaden with infamy and ſlander. 
She Was a thouſand times tempted to put an end to 

her muſe V by laying violent. hands on herſelf; at 
; A Si ſtrucla into her head, to go for 


1 
E tragical air ory, would gain 
ſome compaſſionate friend. Thus reſotved, "ſhe 
took a place in the next waggon for the metropolis, 
and artiyed at an inn in Halbourm, where the met 
in the tap · room with a, good motherly looking wos 
an; who officiouſiy ſeemed to offer her ſervice. 
haſten George to a conclufion,, and ſhall only in- 
form you, of what I ſuppoſe you already partly 
_ gueſs, that the old woman was no otlier than a 
cureſs, who made it her buſineſs; to ply about inna, 
and pick up country girls for the uſe of the ſtews. 
The. proſpect of want, before our young uufortu= 
| nate g eyes, the deſpair of ever retriod ing her 
tatiod, made her an eaſy prey to this beſdam, who 
introduced her to a noted bawdy houſe ; and from 
| ONE time to this, ſhe has continued in the 
aving gone thro? all the ſcenes of it, and i is now 
Wee that of a ſtreet · walker. 1 _ 
Dear George, 2 
32 his Nur rr and moſt humble N 
1903. 2. > Heniy Rakewell. 
LETTER 
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natural daughter to'a noble earl, HOH 5 | 


know very well: as for the name of 2 
which ſne goes by, it is only berrowed; for it helf 
to neither father nor mother. Her nj6cher2? 
gentleman's daughter, in the county, of 
where the earl has a ſeat for hunting, '#d'nd 

ried"to-ajuſtice of the peace in He. nitro 
who knows” nothing © that his lady's $' pitcher '* 
cracked before he had her! The inttigue was. cit 
ried on with ſo much circumſpection, that none Bit 
her mother, à waiting maid,” and dhe mother midk⸗ 
night who lid her, from whom I had 5 Fs 
knows any thing of the matter to this 

which reaſon, you muſt excuſe me from 7 5 
real names, or even that of the county, that 
may have no room to gueſs who I mean. Allow 
me then, to call the lady Horin!a in the futute paft of 
my narrative. © Florinda,” the mother of Miſs 


3. — b, was about eighteen when the, Wag in- 


troduced to the counteſs; the ears mother, h 
came down that ſeaſon with her ſon, to his ſeat in 
that county. The counteſs was mightily e 
with the young lady, who had a very gentegzi, 4 
ble perſon and carriage, with an Aab 
ivacity'of temper, which ſuited much with” 155 
3 who prevailed on her am 
| to 


a, £6. 
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: (88) . 
to allow her to ſtay at their houſe, while the family 
remained there. The favour was too ſmall to be re- 
fuſed, and Miſs Florinda, who was left behind, be- 
came every day more in the good graces of the old 
peereſs, who had no other company with her for 
moſt part of the ſummer, except her old maid ſer- 


vant, and now and then the neighbouring gentry, 
whe on hunting days dined with the earl. The : 


r was but a year or two more than of age, had an 
agreeable "perſon, adorned with every acrompliſn- 
ment, to be 15 6855 in, a ſine gentleman, A veek or 
two paſſed without any thing happening extraordi- 
n een him and Hlaringa;, he was at firſt more 
taken up with his hounds and hawks, than with the 
thoughts of. gallantry. g But two or three rainy 
days confining him at home, he found charms in the 
lovely, NHorinda, which kindled in him a Warmer 
e chare., of, the reren 
bare. Ina little time he was quite enamovred of 
her perſon, and raviſned with her {pr ightly wit; 
ſhe ſung charmingly, danced gracefully, and. faid: 
ſo many witty. things in converſation, that it was 
impoſſible not to be ſmitten with her perfectiuns. 
For a day or two he adored her at a diſtance, and 
would willingly have declared his paſſion; but his 
pride hindered him on the one hand, and his ſenſe 
of honour on the other. Her birth, tho genteel, 
gave her no title to the name of his wife, and 


yet it was too high to be proſtituted to that of a 


miſtreſs; beſides ſhe was under the protection of 
his mother, and he muſt abuſe the ſanctuary of his 
houſe, to offer any indecency there; in ſhort, he 
was in the greateſt perplexity how to proceed; to for- 
get her he could not; the ſport, the field, the ſound 


of the hound and horn became nauceous to him, 
fince there he could not ſee Florinda, for ſhe hated - 


bunting of all things, and would not leap a ditch, 
? on 


A _— a 


„ ZOE 
on horſeback, if to gain her the univerſe. He 
ſpent as much time with her as poſſibly he could 
with decency, and made his eyes and actions 
pour out in expreſſive eloquence their tender ſen- 
timents of his heart, which his lips durſt not utter. 
Ihe nymph underſtood the dumb language of love, 

ſelt the pleaſing flame gently warm her heart, which 
now and then diſcovered itſelf by the unwilling 
heave of her ſnowy boſom, the conſcious bluſh, 
and  down-caft eye, whenever ſhe chanced to en- 
counter thoſe of the earl's, which were always on 
the watch, to gain intelligence, from thoſe mute e- 
miſſaries, of the ſtate of her heart. He knew the 
world too well, and had too good an opinion of the 
charms of his own perſon, to believe, that, and a 
coronet, could be looked upon with indifference, by 
an innocent country maid, He ſaw he made friends 
within before he declared himſelf openly, and judg- 
ed if he could hit the critical minute, he might be 
ſure of ſucceſs ; and had now nothing elſe to dif. 
turb him, but a little qualm of honour, which you 
know, where a fine woman is in the caſe, is eafily 
got over by a young peer of three and twenty. He 
at laſt reſolved to take the firſt opportunity to put 
himſelf out of a longing condition, and tried to 
corrupt her waiting maid, As nothing is proof 
againſt omnipotent gold, the wench promiſed to 
aſſiſt him in his deſign upon her young miſtreſs : 
He knew he muſt attack her at ſome unguarded 
hour, and ruin her at the firſt onſet ; otherwiſe 
prudence would direct her, if he loft one opportu- 
nity, never to give him another, by leaving the 
houſe directly. The houſe was not proper for the 
ſcene of action, and it was ſome time before a pro- 
per place could be pitched upon; at laſt, as women 
are always quickeſt at contrivance, when miſchief 
is going forward, the wang maid pitched 9 

| the 


(9) | 

the: place of action, and gave out the order of battle. 
The ſeaſon was warm, and his miſtreſs loved bath- 
ing, and had once ſince ſne came there, bathed in 
tne baſon at the lower end of a long paterre, 
far enough out of hearing, or ſight of any part 
of the houſe; ſhe undertook to perſuade her to 
bathe that night, when all the family was in bed, 
hav ng a key to the garden thro? the anticham- 
ber ot the apartment the lay in; and deſired my 
lord to be there and proceed as he ſaw proper; that 
for her part ſhe would be ſo frighted, ſhe would 
run away at the fight of him, and leave the lady to 
ſhift for herſelf. The trap was laid, and poor Ho- 
rinda eafily caught in it; for about twelve, un- 
dreſſed all but a dimity petticoat and looſe night- 
rm, ſhe entered the garden attended only by her 

ithleſs maid. They ſtripped and went into the 
baſon, and having bathed a few minutes, Flarinda 
ſtepped out in order to dryher ſelf, the maid-follow- 
ed and with a large towel was wiping her miſtreſs 
before, and keeping her in idle chat, till my lord 
ſtole ſoftly behind her and caught her faſt, naked as 
ſhe was, in his arms. She ſcreeked out, and the 
maid run as if twenty devils had been chacing her, 
ſnatching up her ladies cloaths and part of her 
own. Florinda ſtruggled, pray'd, and entreated 
his lordſhip to deſiſt, for by the moon ſhe could diſ- 
cover whom ſhe had to deal with; he ſtifled her 
with kiſſes, graſped her naked to his panting bo- 
ſom, and ſwore he meant her no harm, but would 
give his eſtate for the continuance of ſo. much bliſs, 
as he enjoy'd to have her thus in his arms. She 
begged of him to allow her to put on a gown, and 
promiſed not to ſtir from him; for ſhe ſaw ſhe 
muſt endeavour her eſcape by fair means, ſince ſhe 
was entirely in his power, He conſented that ſhe 
ſhould; however ſhe had nothing left e. 
ut 
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but her maid's gown, which ſhe made ſhift, in ſome 
meaſure, to cover herſelf with. She then took the 
courage to upraid his lordſhip for his inhoſpitable 
rudeneſs ; he attributed all to the force of mighty 
love, and ſwore unleſs ſhe eaſed his anguiſh he 
muſt periſh : She was prevailed on to walk to a 
jeſſamine ſhade hard by, and fat down on a bank, 
there he poured out the ſofteſt plaints, and the moſ 
ardent vows of conſtancy, love and fidelity; an« 
not to detain you with the reluctance on one fide 


the perſuaſions on the other, you muſt know at la: 


love got the better of honour. The peer was 
happy that night, and ſeveral ſueceeding nights, till 
evident marks and tokens diſcovered to the nymph, 
that ſhe was with child. The remorſe, reflection. 
Sc. that followed, are but common topicks, I leave 


you to fancy them ; but means was thought on to 


ſmother the ſecret. The earl, tho* the greateſt 
criminal, in terms the fulleſt of remorſe, broke the 
ſtory-to Florinda's mother, and told it ſo much to 
her advantage, that the wiſe mother expreſſed no 


| reſentment at her unhappy daughter, but helped 


her to conceal it during her pregnancy,. and found 
means to have her delivered by a prudent midwife, 
at a time when no ſoul was in the family but herſelf 
and the waiting maid, and her crime was forgiven 
for the ſake of ſecrecy; the child, which proved 
to be a girl, was ſent out to nurſe by mother mid- 
night, and is now Miſs th, the ſubject of 
the remaining part of this epiſtle. | h 

The lady ſoon recovered, and in leſs than a 
twelvemonth after, was married to her preſent huſ- 
band ; the earl having given her mother privately 
a handſome ſum to encreaſe her fortune, beyond 
what ſhe could otherways have afforded... ker. 
Mother-midnight had a ſum depoſited for the maia- 
tainance of the child, * brought her up as her 
a 2 | own 


(92) 
own niece, which even miſs at this day, knows no- 
thing to the contrary of. 

She was kept in a cheap part of the country, till 
ſhe was fit for education, and was then brought up 
to town, to a boarding ſchool ; where ſhe remain- 
ed till about fixteen, and then went to live with 
her ſuppoſed aunt, who at that time lived and 
practiſed in Londen, which prove in the end her 
ruin: For as theſe women are let into ſecrets of in- 
trigues which none elſe are, her niece was neceſ- 
farily made privy to ſome of them, and too ſoon 
learned more than was fit for a young woman of 
ſtrict modeſty, | | 
It happened that a young lady who had cracked 
a commandment with a young officer of diſtinction, 
came to diſcharge her conſcience of the load, at 
our midwife's houſe, She was ſome time before 
ſhe-recovered, or could venture abroad ; during her 
tay, as miſs waited of her for the moſt part, a 
ſtrict intimacy commenced between them; and as 
the lady's paramour durſt not come to that houſe, 


miſs was employ'd to carry letters between him and 


the afflicted fair, For two or three days ſhe only 


acted the part of a meſſenger, but after that the 


officer began to look upon her with greater atten- 
tion, and finding her a plain ſimple girl without 
much art, a tolerable ſhare of beauty, and very 
young, he thought of ſupplying his neceſſities with 
her, while madam remained in the ſtraw : He was 
young, handſome, of a noble family, and made 
a glaring appearance in his ſcarlet coat, and fea- 
ther; which with a little flattery, a few trifling pre- 
ſents, and the common promiſes of ſupport and 
conſtancy, ſoon gained miſs to his deſires. He 
perſuaded her to leave her aunt, took lodgings for 
her near Cavendiſb-Sguare, deſerted his former miſ- 
treſs, and kept this new one very grand, for near a 
twelvemonth 3 but then grew weary of her, and 

dropt 
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dropt her. Her aunt ſo much reſented her eon- 
duct, that ſhe would not ſee her, and ſhe knew no 
body elſe to apply to; nor indeed was ſhe very ſo- 
licitous about making friends in a virtuous way 
her defign was to live grand as ſhe had done in the 
captain's time, and looked out for a proper chap to 
her purpoſe : She had been acquainted with a good 
many-officers of the guards, by the captain's means, 
and out of them picked two or three, who kept 
her fucceſſively for ſome months longer; at laſt the 
war with France breaking out, moſt of her gal- 
lants were called abroad, and ſhe was now obliged 
to apply to coffee-houſes and Bagnios for buſineſs. 
That ſupported her a ſeaſon or two longer ; but 
time and the accidents common to theſe places, ſent 
her at laſt a commoner upon the town, where 
ſhe has been for a year or two, and heartily repents 
her leaving her old aunt ; who has now left Lon- 
don, and lives retired from buſineſs in the country. 
I met miſs ſome months ago in her walks, and had 


from herſelf, the manner of her being debauched, 


and learned the name of her aunt, and the laſt time 
I was at Bath, as the village ſhe lives in is in the 
Way, I called of the old woman, and endeavoured 
to perſuade her to do ſomething for her niece, 
whom I found inclinable to reclaim. It was on that 
occaſion ſhe told me the ſecret of her birth, and 
ſome others, which for the girl's ſake I cannot men- 
tion; but ſhe is reſolved, as ſhe ſays, to let the jade 
bite of the bridle a little, before ſhe gives her any 
countenancez but when ſhe knows her to be tho- 
roughly reclaimed, and wearied of her preſent 
courſe of life, I believe whatever may happen to 
the old woman, ſhe will be provided for. I am, 


Dear George, | 
Tour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Henry Rakewell. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIII. 


Containing Mr. Bellfield's Anſwer to the forepoing 
- Letters, with ſome general Remarks upon ibe whole. 


George Bellfield Eq; to Captain Henry Rakewell, 


| Bellfield-Hall, April, 15, 1747. 
- Dtar Hall, 1 3 

TS now almoſt time to releaſe you from the fa- 

tigue of your new employment, of preſcribing 
gratis to the fick.” There is ſomething very whim- 
fical-in our diſpoſitions, that we ſeldom value any 
thing which we come at cheap ; if one of 'the 
learned dons of the colledge of phy ſicians, had writ 
but one hundredth part of what'you have done for 
me, and I had paid the ordinary fees, for as many 
of his uſeleſs receipts, I ſhould have thanked the 
grave doctor, and ten to one but 1 had fancied my- 
ſelf much the better for his army Sar But as 
you have acted like a meer quack, forced your ad- 
vice upon me for nothing, I am ſo fooliſh as to find 
myſelf in tatu quo, and not one jot the better or 
wiſer for all your wife lectures. I could not help 
ſmiling to myſelf, when in one of yours, you 
flattered yourſelf that you had touched my malady 
to the quick, and quite altered my opinion of the 
fair ſorcereſs's of your metropolis, and concluded 
me a convert to your doctrine, meerly becauſe I 
was willing to give you a fair hearing, and did not 
care to interrupt you in the thread of your wiſc 
narratives. | 


You 
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You old rakes are ſtrange creatures; when young 
you have all of you the ſame notions I have at 
reſent, but when old and paſt the active ſcenes of 
ife, like the witches, you read all your prayers 
back ward, and praiſe thoſe creatures for angels, 


whom you have uſed like frail mortals, and once 
thought no better than Indian devils. Were you 


to keep your notions to your ſelves, you might be 


tolerable; but when you turn pimps for matrimony, 
and plot to lay-in chains and fetters the free-born 


youths of Great Britain, there is no bearing your 
impertinence; for what does all your wiſe relations 
tend to, but to perſuade me, that tho' I have 


found all beauty ſophiſticated, all- female modeſty 
à cheat, and every woman Lever knew actuated 


either by luſt, caprice or folly, yet that I muſt 
believe them all angels, fit to be truſted with the 
domeſtic concerns of my houſe becauſe extrava- 
gant, with my peace becauſe they are termagants 
where they have any power, and with the honour 
of my bed becauſe chaſte as the Grecian matron; 
in a word, that I muſt ſubmit my neck to the yoke, 
and permit a fellow in a black gown to conjure me 
into a eirele out of which gothing but death can 
relie ve me, and ſaddle me with an heir to my ſtate, 
about which, the parſon and all the pariſn may 
have elub'd towards the getting. All this:Emuft 


do becauſe you have given me a dozen inſtances, 


where the girls of the town have been ſeduced to 
that ſtate of miſery, by the treachery of men and 


the wickedneſs of their friends. 


I have as much compaſſion for theſe poor 
vretches as any mau on earth, where I conſider them 
as a part of the ſpecies, but when I conſider that 
their miſery, is the effect of their folly, caprice, 
and innate wickedneſs, I pity them with that kind 
of pity only, due to a malefactar I ſee puniſhed * 
is 
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his crimes, which is far ſhort of that kind of com- 
paſſion you would extort from me, on their ac- 
count. PR 85 
But you have handled the argument with a little 
too much art, to expect ſucceſs from it; for you 
have picked out, as inſtances, to draw a general con- 
cluſion from, ſome particular caſes which I grant 
to be fact; but you have choſen only ſuch, as were 
betray*'d by men or their relations, of which you 
might have given many more with equal truth; 
but if you had taken the girls of the town in a 
lump, and given their hiſtory as they occur'd to you 
by chance, you would find that where one has been 
ſeduced by treachery of others, ten has been un- 
done by their own folly and natural levity of 
temper. 5 | 
As I know you intend to publiſh what you have 
writ me, to which I give my conſent, only upon 
theſe conditions, that you publiſh as a ſecond part, 
the collection of memoirs which I ſend you by the 
bearer ; where I have from facts, conſiſtent with my 
own knowledge, given you a hiſtory of women in 


their natural colours, and made it I think appear 


plain, that they as often ſeduce our ſex as we theirs; 
and that the follies, vices, and vanities ſo pre- 


dominant among mankind, are owing to that part 


of the ſpecies alone; and from theſe inſtances I 
think you muſt conclude, that more of the girls of 
the town are vicious and abandoned, from a natu- 
ral proneneſs and propenſity to vice, than from the 
force or efficacy of any outward temptation, or the 
wrong byaſs of their education, For in every in- 


ſtance in theſe papers I ſend you, you will find that 


the ladies, tho' they launch into all the exceſſes of 


. ungovern'd appetite, yet had all the advantages of 


birth, fortune, and a regular education” enforced 
by the beſt enample of their parents or — 
0 and 


(97) # 
and conſequently could blame nobody for theie 
wickedneſs, but the natural bent of their own 
minds. I grant they had temptations, but then 
they are common, and ſuch as any creature of the 
ſmalleſt degree of rational prudence, might avoid 
yielding to, I am, 


Dear Hall, 
- Your friend and moſt bumble ſervant, 
| | George Bellfield. 
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LETTER I. 


| Captain Henry Rakewell to George Bellfield, Eh 4 


Dear GEORGE, 


you, that ſhould induce me to pronounce 
you incurable ; I have ſtill hopes, that a ſteady 


adherence to your former regimen will effectuate F 
your cure, and reconcile you ance more to women 
and good company: And, for that reaſon, I have 


given myſelf the trouble, out of pure charity, to 
ſend you a new ſett of original pictures, much up- 
on my former plan. = 


| Part II. . . 


MY 


' 


Received your ill- natur'd packet, and by * 
find your malady is not upon the mending 
hand ; but I ſee no ſymptom as yet about 
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(2) 

I affure you, George, I have taken no pains to 
cull or pick them from my Collection, but have 

taken them juſt as they occurr'd to my memory: 
yet ſtill you mult obſerve, that the ruinous catal- 
trophe which attends each of them, is owing to 
ſome wrong turn in their education, or to the ma- 
lice and treachery of thoſe, whole duty it was to 
have protected their i innocence, and guarded their 
virtue againſt every attack. 
I would not be thought, my friend, to inſinuate, 

that women are all angels by nature; by no means, 
T know as well as you, that there are ſome” of 


© them naturally vicious and couſtiutionally wicked, 


and that when they are ſo, they carry vicious ha- 
bits into greater exceſs than moſt men: But what 
can you imply from the conceſſion ? Not, ſure, 
that the whole ſex are of this devilith ſtamp ; nor 
that the generality of them are ſo ; to what pur- 
poſe then your ill- natur'd collection of characters“? 
ut to tell us what we all knew before, that there 
are individuals of that ſex, that are not only a 
ſcandal to women, but to the whole ſpecies. 
Suppoſe I had gratified you, by publiſhing them 
juſt as you ſent them me, (which T have not ab- 
ſolutely determin'd 2gainft) it would have brought 
the argument between you and me no ncarer a 
concluſion, fince your characters prove no more 
than this, that there have been ome women mon- 
ſtrouſiy abandoued, without thoſe temptations with 
which 1 have endeayour'd to alleviate the falſe 
ſteps of thoſe, whole lives I tranſmitted you i but 
they are far from ſufficient for eſtabliſhing the 
general character of the ſex which you gave me in 
the ** letter, which gave riſe to the corteſpon- 
5 den * 

2 Alludiag to a collection of lives of: infamons women, jo- 


clos d by Mr. Bellſeld to Mr. Rakewell, in anſwer to the Ga. 
acters in the firlt Part, See the lat Letter, pag. 94. 


(30: 
dence “; and, give me leave to obſcrve to you, a 
ſecret, which perhaps you did not dream of, when 
you made out that ugly bundle of defamation 
that there is not one of theſe women you. have mens 
tioned, . who have been undoubtedly as wicked as 
_ It. poſſibly can be ſuppoſed human nature capable 
of, but owe all their vices and misfortunes to 4 
wrong turn in their education, and not to any ins 
nate principle in their conſtitution, as women. Ia 
ſome of them it plainly appears, from -your:own 
account of them, as Captain Hi/emen's niece, Polly 
Beaumont, Miſs Thirleſton, Eleonora, Lady Betty; 
and Miſs , where you have pointed ur 
thoſe. errors in their education, which proved fatal 
to their future happineſs, and laid the foundation 
of thole ſcenes of infamy which attended them. 
Tbeſe then, are in point for me, and I might have 
uſed them conſiſtent with my on plan. The we 
of them are not ſo clear at firſt ſight i yet. upon 
ſerious examination, we may trace their misfortunes 
to the ſource, which you have induſtriouſly -endeas 
voured to conceal, as much as poſſible; and ve 
Fan find, that nature is by no means to blame, but 
only bad habits. and a careleſs education. For 1 
would have you to conſider, George, that you caſt 
an oblique reflection upon human nature in general, 
when you ſuppoſe. any one of them, much More 
o When you ſuppoſe the better half of them to be 
by nature, make, and conſtitution, meer devils. 
Suppoſe ſome other being, ſome creature belong - 
ing to another claſs ſuperior to us, ſhould endea- 
vour to prove that all mankind are naturally vici · 
gus; and to prove it, furniſh you with a liſt of all 
the villainies ſince Adam; would not you conclude 
he argued maliciouſly, and would you not endea - 
Your to prove that man is naturally a ſociable in- 
we; | B 2 offenſive 


® See Letter I. in the firſt Fart. e 


(4) 

offenſive animal; and that whatſoever vices appear 
in him, are owing to bad habits and wrong turns 
in his education, but not to any deficiency in his 
natural make, or any innate principle in his na- 
ture? And why may not- you permit the ſame 
reaſoning to be offered in defence of the better and 
faireſt half of the ſpecies? Were they, George, to 
fit down and entertain the public with the hiſtory 
of all the rakes, beaus and bullies about town, 
don't you think the repreſentation would give you 
a very mean opinion of yourſelf, and oblige you 
not only to quit the city and its diverſions, but to 
commence hermit and ſhun the ſons of men in ge- 
neral? It ſhould have that effect, by the ſame pa- 
rity of reaſon that you deſpiſe all' women, becauſe 
you ſuppoſe a few of them very wicked. But it 
would notwithſtanding be a very abſurd method of 
proceeding, as from ſuch examples no general 
rule can be drawn, that can reflect upon the natural 
rectitude of our nature; for I may venture to af- 
firm, that there are very few conſtitutional vices, 
and that a careful and virtuous education will un- 

doubtedly get the better of ſuch as are to be found 
in ſome particular perſons; and that it is only where 
that is wanting, or a wrong turn given it, that hu- 
man nature ſprings up deformed. The ſoul of man 
is originally a pure tabula raſa, capable of any im- 
preſſion either of good or evil, and receives its bent 
from habits and education, We are not then, 
George, to blame providence, or caſt reflections 
upon human nature, when we ſee any individuals 
our, ſpecies ſpring up with moniſtrous appe- 
tites and fiend-like inclinations, ſince the defor- 
mity is not owing to their natural make, but to 
the careleſsneſs of parents, friends and relations, 
who have had the management of them when 
| young, when their tender minds were a 


(5) 


of every impreſſion, without any capacity of making 
an election of ſuch as were moſt for its happi- 
"neſs. When we ſee ſuch, we ought to afford them 
our pity, and tendereſt compaſſion, and endeavour 
all in our power to reclaim them, and bring them 
to the light and uſe of that reaſon which bad habits 
has obſcur d. | | 


Tou muſt own, my friend, that our ſex produces 
as many monſtrous births, as the other; and you 
muſt own, that the crime in us is highly aggravat- 
ed, as our education, generally ſpeaking, is better 
than theirs. There is more pains taken to form 
our miads to uſeful knowledge, and ſtore us with 
_ uſeful ideas, by which means our underſtandings 
are, or at leaſt ought to be enlarg*d, and our rea- 
ſoning faculty improv*d to the utmoſt advantage; 
but if, with all theſe helps, we prove vicious and 
immoral, ought we not in charity to make ſome 
allowances for the fair ſex, who are deny'd theſe - 
props to their virtue. It's not ſo much a miracle 
to me, conſidering the education of that lovely 

ſex, that ſo many of them are abandoned, as it is, 
that more are not ſo, by the numerous and pre- 
vailing temptations to which they are expoſed, 
without any other fence than the native integrity 

of their hearts; and as there are ſo few, in'compa- 
riſon of the number of the whole, it-convinces me 
rather that there is ſomething in their natural make 


more virtuous and leſs liable to the corruption of 


vice than ours, and that if they enjoy'd in general 
the great advantages we poſſeſs, they would excel us 
as much in every virtue and beauty of the mind, 
as they do in the charms of their perſons. .. 

For God's ſake, George, leave off theſe puritan- 
nic airs, and don't find fault with the vices of the 
women; that they are ſo, is moſtly our fault; and 
I believe, the greateſt quarrel that moſt young 

„ | | gentlemen 


1 


gentlemen have with them, is, that they are too 
virtuous. I know that is your ſecret ſentiment, and 
could almoſt lay my life, that your greateſt quar- 
rel with the town, is, that you have met with a 
d d virtuous woman, who has withſtood. all 
your attacks ; that is certainly the caſe. This has 
oblig*d you to leave us in pet, and take the pious 
reſolution of libelling the whole ſex, becauſe you 
found one would not ſtoop to your lure. Come, 
George, come up this winter, and renew the attack, 
raiſe new batteries; we ſhall all enter yout ſervice 
as auxiliaries, and take the place by ſtorm, rather 
than we ſhall loſe your company, and ſuffer, you 
to die of the pip. In the mean time, till you come 
down, 1 ſhall ſend my ordinary doſe every week, 
which.I know you will read, if it is but to have 
: 3 to hear with how much zeal men have 
made war upon defenceleſs women, and how often 
they have ſucceeded in their baſe attempts againſt 
all the laws of honour and decency. But 1 have 
led you into ſo long a chat at preſent, that I ſhall not 
trouble you by this poſt, but permit this epiſtle to 
Paſs as an introduction to what I am to offer here- 
rn | 3 2 


ur friend, and mot bumble" fer vant, 


2 | Henry Rakewell, 


LETTER 


(7) | 
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Cin!aining the Hiſtory of Belinda, debauch'd by + 

4 Captain B——-ut. by 

| Captain Henry Rakewell, to George Bellfield, Eſq; 

ie - .- London, 22 Dec. 1748. 
Had almoſt finiſh'd my ' preſcription for this 

week, when a late converſation made me alter 


my mind. At the club, on Wedneſday laſt, your old 
acquaintance Captain Bunt appeared, who had been 
.abſent for ſeveral Nights; as he has a certain live- 
ly pertneſs in his converſation we were all glad to 
ſee, and curious to know, what had deprived us of 
his company. My Lord Ceurſevell, firſt aſked him 


the queſtion, which honeſt Dick was not very A e 


willing to anſwer. Why, ſays the Captain, Gen. 
tlemen, you are all my friends, and amongft ſuch 
there never ought to be any ſecrets: 1 muſt tell 


you, I like your good company as much as an = 
man in England, hut I hope you will not be offen-. 


ed, tho? I own to you I have been in company tcheſe 


few days paſt I liked much better. That could be 9 


nothing elſe than a wench, Captain, return'd the 
peer; ſome new face, a green maidenhead, no doubt; 
come, confeſs ; have not I gueſs d right? Sure no- 
thing elſe could keep you from your friends and a 
bottle. Why, my noble peer, you have juſt hit 
the mark; it was a kind willing wench, but no 
maidenhead, no new face, but an old, a very old 
acquaintance, but one whoſe pitcher I had been at 
the cracking of; and yet, I aſſure you, I was as 

much delighted, nay more at this laſt rencounter, 
than I was when I firſt pluck'd the opening bud, 


and 


oY 


. "* © 


JJ 
and unty'd her virgin zone. That's pretty odd, 
return'd Jack Shy, that a man of your taſte, Captain, 
ſhould ſpeak ſo luſciouſly of an old affair, whom I 
| have heard bid as good a price for a maidenhead 
as any man in England, and pretend to be as ſoon 
cloy'd ; but there muſt be ſome "myſtery in the 
matter, it muſt be the manner of your ſecond in- 
terview that has ſomething new in it, or elſe the 
remembrance of ſome circumſtance of the firſt part 
of the ſcene, which could give a reliſh to the ſame 
diſh at a ſecond courſe. Come, Captain, explain 
yourſelf, and let us into the ſecret how a man may 
ſo far impoſe upon his judgment as to feaſt upon 
broken fragments, the mere offal of à former 
„„ «oo; A Heb, th 
Iruly, gentlemen, if you are in the humour of 
liſt'ning to a plain 7orkſoire intriegue, I don't care 
if I relate the whole affair to you, provided Cap- 
tain Ratewell promiſes not to draw any of his ſa · 
tyrical remarks, or parſon- like draw uſe, applica - 
tion, and inference from the text. I promis d to 
lend him my attention, without uttering one word 
to his prejudice; and Djck proceeded to his narra- 
tion, as near as I can remember, in words to the 
folbwihg miner.” 5 7 Tap Frogs wet 
You muſt know then, gentlemen, that about two 
years ago, I went down in the ſtage to 87, Manz, 
there happened to be none in the coach but myſelf, 
and a young lady, who is to be the heroine of my 
narration, whom I ſhall beg leave to call by the 
name of Belinda and her maid. She was dreſsd in 
a pearl · colour d riding habit, with a cap and feather, 
which gave ſuch an agreeable air to her face, natu- 
rally a good one, that at firſt fight, I found. my 
heart go pit-apat, and a violent inclination ſprung - 
up in an inſtant to be better acquainted with my 
proity traveller; ;-z/-, 7  E 242} * 
| RN: _— 
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37S 1 TT Ws WIR IT I aſa 10 | 
her 4 Yorkſhire young lady, juſt returning from het 


5 education to the countty,- in conipany with a rele. = 
_ -- tion of her's ' who was to meet het at St. Alban's, 


Her face; her wit and humour appear'd to me ſo 


| agrecable, that I wiſhed from my {oul het jo 1 2 
with me had been longer ; for tho* 1 jodg d journey 72 


complexion, that ſhe might ndt- we, impregnable, - ] 


if properly attack d, yet I plathly forefaw thal that het 
wit and the did prejudices bf an honeſt - 


perſon to be taken by ſurprize or ſtorm; but the flow | 
and regular laws of love- war. 
. © However, Irefoly*d not to loſe the Cmalts nine 5 
1 was likely to enjoy her company, but ſaid all the 
pretty things my dull fancy could ſuggeſt; as pro- 
per to give her a good opinion of my underſtand- 
1 00 —— to my perſon; I happerꝰd ta be dreſꝰd in 
Werfen, ; and had no manner of doubt, © 
bur = would'ſpeak ſufficiently for it ſelf, and 1 
was not out of my conjectures, for Belindi x«.. 
- amined me from head to foot, and I could read in | 
her countenance; a ſmile of approbation as to the 
outward viſible man, and b we got to our ihng 
Thad gained ſo much upon her graces, that ſhe oblig- 
ingly acknowledged, that he i wiſhtd ſhe mi oh . 


- education; would hold out a longer ſiege; than be- 5 
- tween London and St; Albans, ſince the was not 8 


have the pleaſute of ſuch good company; during 
tze reſt of her journey, I returned the compliment; 
and was juſt going to be ſogallant; as to — 3 


ioned weather: beaten hag of an aunt of hers, 


oy her my company as far as Dt, e oh = 8 1 


who had heen waiting for her coming at the unn | 


dame gaping 2 room, and ſpotted my pro- 
ject, for I could ſee caut ion and miſtruſt in the old. 


deldam's countenance, and therefore thought irquite - 7 5 


impro BNET ett N Oe. 
8 "Ban I, 50 | 


* 
not my 
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tal months after 3 atJaſt I went down to paſs 


(a 


under the direction of ſuch an Argos, I een took my 
Jeave handſomely, tho” I would have given 
« limb to have had a run at Belinda. I 
did my buſineſs at S. AMbans, in an hour or two, 
and to allay the fire rais'd in my blood, by being 
Immured ſo long, and ſo near ſo much youth 


and beauty 1 was obliged before 1 took coach 


again, to be a little familiar with the bar - maid 
at the inn. The phyſic had ſome effect, and abated 
the moſt violent of the feveriſh ſymptoms, but had 
ſtrength enough to put Belinda out of my head; 
thought of her, dreamed of her, and could ſpeak 
of nothing elſe but my Torihſhire miſtreſs, for ſeve- 
the 
ſon at Scarborough, — to make an excur+ 


on from thence, in queſt of my-pearl-colour'd 
* queſt of my pear 


I ſtaid there ſome weeks in expectution, 
chat ſhe would make her - appearance amongſt the 
reſt of the gentry of that county, who frequent 
| that place, but I waited in vain, and my chagrine 
s ſo great, that ãt. ſowered all other enjoymenta. 
Phe York races came on, and as I bad learned from 
: 2 rs . was not — from he 
took that jaunt in full expectation of meet er, 
tho“ I had no reliſh for that kindofdiverkon. For: 
tune was at laſt favourable to my wiſhes, ſor on 
3 day of che — ſaw m 9 am 
courſe, in a very genteel equipage to 
father ; I made up to 83 all the cagers 
nels of a bridegroom, and made my compliments 
ia the/genteeleſt terme I could deviſe. My faire 
done knew me at firſt ſight, and made me a very 
duet anſwer, and told her papa that dhe had 
n a fellow traveller with that gentleman, from 


Landon to 85. Albans, that he treated her with great 
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was ſo much difappointed ; and to 
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keſpect and 9 the ſquire made me a bow 

8 id thanked me on his daughter's account, but had 

not the good manners to invite me to bis houſe, 

which lay about two miles from the courſe; I owp 

L expected that compliment from ene or 9 

them, and was very much in the e that ! 
t 


chagrine, I was interrupted of any further conver 
ſation, by the ſtarting of the horſes, for the ſecond 
heat, and could not for m e wich them, 
for the reſt of the day: I kapt ſight af the coach as 
it left the field, and ſaw it put up at aprivate houle, 
which ſince learnt was that aunt I had ſeen at Sc. 
Albans, and had now no other hopes of ſeeing my 
charmer, unleſs fate ſhould put it in her head o 
come to the afſembly that evening. 1 dreſſed my ſc} 
4. N my rvellingwardrabe ould permit od 
had rhe happineſs.to ſee, converſe and dance wit 
her, for none came with her but a daughter a 
that old piece of furniture, I deſcrib'd, before, who 
was 1 young to make any obſer vation: ta my 
dice. | 3 | | 3 
Pb, behaved with great frankneſs, and owned a 
eaſurein having that opportunity of my company 
d excuſed herſelf that ſne could not invite me to het 


Q mx 


father's houfe, ſince he was a man peculiar in ha 


temper, and had an Irreconcileable hatred to every 
thing, in the moſt diſtant degree, relating ta the 
* „to whom ba could not prevail on himſelf, 

1 otherwiſe a well-bred man, to be commonly 
civil, and that it would be as much, as incurring 
his diſpleaſure in the higheſt manner, if ſhe ace 
knowledged that I had danced, ar ſpoke with her 3 
for added ſhe, I had a lecture longer than the 
courſe, for having faid but a civil ching of . 
when you made me your compliments on the i dy 
All men, captain, have 2 particular foibles, and 
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- . - Race to my happineſs, Iſhou!d make no helitatign 
ii ſacrifice” that and every thing elſe, that ſtood 1 
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it is not ide duty of children, e be too ſevate h 
-  thoſeof her pare ſince we are ignorant of töte 
motiye of thoſe thing | 

All eyents,; owe an ynfeſery'd-gbedience- to, their 
wi. Te this obliging declaration of my fair mile 
fress, I replied that I was: heartily Tory, that any 
. - thing. im-my circumftances ſhould: give her Fath 
Any prepoſſeflion agaiciſt me, fing her amiable. cone 


that ſeem/odd-to us, and af. 


ZH 


: 


© 4 


925 perſation in that little urney. from London ' YA 
_ Atbans, had made 2 4 At lia ria == | 


* 


wing, that ever Höce J bad not been able ta ft 18 5 
any Thing, but what help'd to rivet her dear idea 


in my ſpul; but chat if bearing his M yelty's com- 
miſſion in the ſervice of my cougtty was the only ob- 


the way of my hopes; but madam, added I, may 


- _- Harter myſelf that rhisdeclaration is not diſagreeable 

o you, and that you will RT Pol augmentipg th 
© unrea baghle pfopolf=thor your father; tom hi 
dhe lovely 


he: lovely -harirjer replied with z bluth, Which 
ſet all the combuſtible tnatter dee a . 
that her conduct ſhould always be cotreſpondent᷑ te 
- the duty ſhe cwed the beſt of fathers, whoſe expe, 
-yience'was better able. to-dire& ber, in ſo umpor- 
cops pours than het "our incltations, _Thal tha 
-anſwer was not ſo explicit, as a man of my fan- 
guine. diſpoſition hoped: for, yet the place would 
àdmit of no cloſer patly, and I wag obliged to b 
_ Hrtisfied with the 7 Thad: made, whiab 


judged was more then ſhe expreſſed,” from che tile 


+ Confuſion. I ſaw her in, for the remaioing part of 


the evening, and the hewitehing tremor 1 felt her 
in, as often as I tpuchid her hand ip the dance, 


a and the ſoft ſtollen glances, I perceived ſhe ue 
dee with her eyes, as often as mine were not fre 
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t with her, without —— pleaſure af ſeeing her 


— Aer i 270 
„ or a farewell kiſs; however, 'a tende? 


/ — the hand, returned by a tender caſt in 
eyes, ſent me home pretty well ſatisfied that! 
d ſome friends within the garriſon, ho might bos 


of ſome ſervice, if fortune would give me an op. 
. Portynity of ly ing don in form befdre: the coin 


She [ef York early next morning, and I ret ERS. 


ſecute my lvit; my brain, which happens at all 
times to he very barren of plots, was remarkat 

ſo at this time, and a week had paſſed in the 
reſtleſs anxiety before I, could think of any chi 


5 fa Scarborough, there to contrive hom I ſhould pro- 


dat culd fo much as bring me to a ſrednd — 4 = 


views when I chanced.to ſup ane evening with 
clergyman of chat county, ho among other thi 
in converſation, aſked me if I knew ever agencies 
wan qualiſſed for 4 tutor, to 4 youth of fome'dis 
tinction, I cargleſsly aſked who the youths wasy 
and found all my ſpirits in a flutter, /when the pars 
ſon told me it was for the ſon of ſuch a 5 


c Tank: 
him I knew a young ſtudent, D ee ind. 3 


- univerſity, who I doubted not but to be er 
| qualified, and chat it wauld be lay Zug me - 
him, as 2 5 


obligation, if he would recommen | 
was a diſtant relation' of mine. The good: natutedt 
- paxſon; without any ſeruple, told me the father 


bad vrit to him, to provide one as ſoom ag 2 
Aid that he was glad be had it in his power to o- 

blige me, by W gage my relation, to a. family; 
| Whexe he would be uſed: in a very gentleman-like - 
manner. As firs; added he, your is nom at 
Tendo, and as 1 all be er ſor Which 
place I ſet out to-morrow, When he comes dom 


\ Bal give * e him mg bras =3::.1M 


Before wt parted, we had got 
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0 r which e be ſufflicient to e. ki 
10 his pat ton. Over joyed that my plot ſuceeeded 
10 well” 1 called for an is o the prieſt 

_ wrote a very handſome letter in behalf of Jonathon 
Teachuell,, M. A. 1 E the paſſport in my pocket, 
dend put about the glaſs with great fpirit, hoping 
_ out of this, to work ſomething for the intereſt of 
the court of love, 'tho? hitherto I had no diſſinct 


* 


notion of the plan I intended ta follow. 


= 


| pretty mellow, 
ſo chat my love. plot flepe ſoundly for that night, 
nud a great part of the nexrday, but the ſumes of 


the-debauch being evaporated; I called a couneil of 


8 2 in my pericranium, to conſider of what uſe 
parſon's letter could be to my affairs. I really 

hadi a relation of that name, who was fitly quali- 
d for a tutor, whoſe circumſtances would make 
the place acceptable ; who at firft'view I mentioned 
to the prieſt, having a'confurd notion in my head; 
that he might help to carry oi an intrigue, as well 
2 teach greek and latin; but on ſecond thoughts 


I conſidered: the character of the man, that he was 


©he af your queer honourable fellows, that would 
nat do, what dull rogues call a bad thing, tho* to 
Fan an immortal maidenhead, and that perhaps 
his miſtaken. notions of hotigur, would thin 
bimfelf under an indiſpenſable neceſſity, to di- 
vulge my - intentions, to preſerve the chaſtity of 
his patron's -houſe, Therefore he was not for my 
: E : My next deſign was ts find out ſome leſs 
upulous pedant, who would perſonate my rela- 
tion, teach the ſon greek and latin, and the daugh- 
ter the lan of nature, unfettered love, 
but I had jealous qualme, leaſt ſuch a rogue 
might cater for bhimſelf, take up the firſt fruits,- 
aud leave me but the gleaning uf his harveſt. This 
determined me at lat, to turn nn 
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(ig j 3 
and Jobe. Ike, undergo at leaſt, one abend 5 
for the ſalce of my dear Belinda. 5 50 £ 

This projet, "he oftener I conſidered Ir, the 

better Hiked, and could find no viſible obje&tion to 
it, unleſs the parſon ſhould take it into his head, 
to viſit the family, before 1 had brought matters t 
bear, and ſo diſcover the cloven foot but xs in al! 
great projects, ſomething muſt be left to Tharive; 
that part 1 truſted in the hands of madam Fortune. 
Lon I had ſome qualms about the bad uſe Twas 
going to make of the truſt the good prieſt repoſed 


in me, but as you know ſome have no conſcience; Ie 


boldly prepared for my 3 'T ordered 
my ſervants to remain at Scarvoroup and ſet out 
alone, dreſſed as much like a yore Nugent 4 1 
could deviſe, and on entering the gentleman s aves _ 
nue, — phiz, in an grave and far a poſition 5 
u poſſible "Is 
It was towards evening when T atrived, and 1 
vs ſoon introduced to the ſquire, who had "not the 
leaſt notion that he had ever ſeen my face in his 
life. I delivered my letters of eredence, and W 7Ʒð» 
made heartily 


nutmeg; and making à breach in the walls f 4 
cold veniſon paſty, my charge, an unliekꝰu whelp of 
twelve or thirteen years of age, was delivered over 
20) 
of "thery and ſeiſin, and the enfignyof the ſores 
reign power, with which I was inveſted. The 
Brent baboon trembled every limb of him, and 4 
us much afraid to lay his pa upon me, 8 if had 
been a hedge-bog, and lock d and gap'd, as fright- 
d out of his wirs. I 'was willing relieve tt o 
out of his _ and told young maſter that he 
was to look upon me as his friend and companionj 
e eee and ang 5 


welcome, and after ſwilling do 
near half a gallon of Torkfbire ale, with toaſt and 


cuſtody, with a large ferula, as the fimbsl 
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fucher was pleaſed to inveſt. me with, I ſhould fies 


Per uſe it but wich reluctaocy, and when abſolute- 
Iy compelled to it, and in token that I did not in- 


nd to uſe harſh means, but when all other failed; 


ED i now committed: the ferula to the fire; The young 
_ - Eubſceingthat dreadful inſtrument in the deyonring 
- -* element; grinn'd a ſmile, and ventured to ſhake 
bands with me. Ia about an hour after, ſupper 


Ki: _ was brought in, and with it my charming Belinda 


appeared, and took the head of the table, for ſhe 


dad no mother lividg. Her father introduced me 


- to her, as one recommended by Dr, R——, his 


very good friend 3 I had the pleaſure of afalute; 


| | the firſt Lever had, and it ſet me all over in ſuch 
Aàn ecſtacy, that it quite altered the economy of my 


pedagogue countenance z however, as I was defirs 


| ed to lay grace, |- contracted my features into a de- 


vote ogle, and pronounced the benediction very pi 
| Ys 


ovſly, I ſaw-.my charmer eye me very cloſe 


| during the whole time of ſupper; and now and 


then I thought I ſaw her boſom heave quicker than 


ordinary, and her colour come and go, which 1 

| + conſtrued t0 her finding ſome reſemblance in ſir 
Domine's phiz, to the features of your humble ſer- 
Fvant, in propria perſona. When the bottle and 


and king, and anather to my ſucceſs in my neu 


to empty the remainder. 


fine a young lady, which I found he took very 


| * 


>  v 


the bad a mighty inclination to learn French and 


glaſſes appeared, and ſhe had drank to the chutch 


charge, the vaniſhed, and-.left the ſquire and me 


When ſhe was gone, could do no leſs chan 


compliment my patron, -on the accompliſhments of 


well, and gave him an opportunity to tell me, that 


Liplian, and wiſhed that if I underſtood thoſe lan- 
guages, that I would take the trouble to teach her, 
and ibat he would on that account, make an addi> 
n | gs 9 8 3 tio 
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(27) 


on to my allowance ; my heart bounced with joy, 
at the mention of the word, and I would not have 


wanted the'ſr mattering have of French and Tralian, 


for the moſt chriſtian king's dominions. I under- 
took to give her all the aſſiſtance I could, and 


much to qo to confine my extacy within juſt bounds, 5 


and from the obſervarion of the wary parent, He 


ſeemed pleas*d, and promiſed to deliver that Fart of by 


, "WF charge next day. 


Not to detain you lon on unn particulars, 
know once for all, that I entered upon my office, 


and was prouder of my then charge than 
when led a hundred brave fellows up to the tren 
ches at Fontenoy, and would not change my re. 
ſent employment, for that of firſt miniſter of ſtare. 


But dear George, J forget that my lette has got 
beyond the legal dimenfions of à frank, and moſt 
therefore defer the remainder' of captain B-——/'s 


narration till next poſt ; in the mean Lag! I as 


with friendly ſincerity, . 8 
| Dear George, 3 A ; 
7 ” MS. 
"Tour, u. cbedient, bumble 2 2 . 
N. 7 | AT nem Bakewell 
LETTER III. $4444 


| Bling a continuation of Captain 3 narra-. * 


tive of his intrigue with Belinda. 


| Captain Henry ata! 40 George Rellild, Eſq 
Dear George, r 


'N my laſt, let captain Woah folly 
inſtalled ind his new profeſſion, as a j. > a I 


tutor to the young ſeruire and his ſiſter, and 3 
E. the — pap” * cook, inbeir 
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ear his dear Belinda, and the proſpect he had of 
the ſucceſs of his pious plot; 1 now proceed to the 
oh of his narration, 8 2 ae take in 
the captain's own words, and ſuppoſe him going on 
8 a break in his addreſs — the . | 
But why gentlemen ſhould I detain you witha re- 
Eital of the pleaſures I then fancied to myſelf 3 you 


all know what joy you feel when inthe preſence of 


z beloved miſtreſs, the raviſhing pleaſure that re- 


ſults from a thouſand, lictle:/harmleſs incidents, to 
which.the pladding part of mankind are utter ftran- 
Per and logł pon as meer trifles, and conſequent- 

y can judge how, happy I was, to be daily in con- 


- verſation with my fair charmer, and gaining every 


hour upon her; eſteem; but that pleaſure had its 


alloy: I appeared to her in the mean occupation. of 
A A tutor, and my ſtile and addreſs were 


_ neceſſarily correſpondent to that diſguiſe, and tho 


I believed ſhe had an uncommon opinion of my 
parts and erudition, yet that did not ſuffice, me, I 


Wanted to give her an idea of my parts as a lover; 


my abilities as.a man, was. what I wanted her to 
take notice of; but ſhe girl had no 


more thoughts of my ſex, than ſhe had of the 


paoictures in the hangings, and ſaw this fine perſon 
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of mine, of which I am ſo fond, with wonder- 


Ful indifference, tho I took all the pains in thje 


world to ſet. it off to the belt advantage as far as I 
could, conſiſtent. with the propriety ' of my 
aſſumed character; but hang it, there is ſomething 
fo formal in a plain frock and bob wig, with the 
oRibed turn I was always obliged to give my phiz, 
that I fancy I appeared quite another man, than 
what I did when dreſſed in a ted coat and feather; 
nothing it ſeems of the captain appeared about me, 
I began actually to think that | had really-turned 
Deda, and that the devil out of ſpite, had truly 

. metamorphoſed 
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ſed- me into a book - worm. For the? 
I fighed, and ogled with the fame breath and eyes l 
did in the ſtage- coach, and when alone with my 
fair pupil, ſaid, as I thought, a great many bri 
liant things, yet they all paſſed with no more no- 
tice, than if I had repeated ſo many texts of ſcrip - 
ture to a ſett of London rakes, and raiſed no more 
idea of the captain, than if ſuch a yo 


in rerum natura. What had I to do in this pinch? - 
I had ſpent a week or ten days in the houſe, with- 
out the ſmalleſt proſpect of reaping any thing for 
all my labour, I had not even had the pleaſute of a 
kiſs but twice, and that by way of forfeit, at queſ- | 
tions and commands, Thad kept lent all this while, 
which you know, my friends, was an intolerable 
montification to a man of my compleRion, to be 

Nei up for a whole fortnight, with all my ſenſes 


morſel of dear delicious woman, was what fleſh and 
_ blovd could not bear. I reſolved to make a bold 
and know my fate at once; to this purpoſe, 
about a diſcourſe, when Belinda and I 
were alone, about the military, and had the plea» 
ſure to hear her lament her father's averſion to 
gentlemen of that profeſſion, ſince ſhe had obſery+ 
ed, by what little ledge ſhe had of ſome of 
them, that they were not ſuch dangerous creatures 
as his prepoſſeſſions againſt them, had repreſented . 
them, and among others whom ſhe knew of that 
claſs, was pleaſed to mention your humble ſervanc; 
with particular marks of eſteem. She had no 
ſooner mentioned my name, with ſuch kind ac. 
rue my N to her, * little - 
Journey in the ſtage-coach, and my complaiſance _ 
at the Zork — my colour went and "oy 
like a girl on the firſt declaration of love, and my 
heart leaped Ea was joy, to _— . 
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n had not been 


and appetites keen, and my blood warm, from every 


* 


C0 
J was. not only not forgot, but remembered with 
uncommon eſteem. I even fancied my charming 
miſtreſs ſighed when ſhe, mentioned my name; 
and that a lovely bluſh oferſpread her countenance 
in token, that the bare idea gave a warm turn to 
her blood, I thought this a fair opportunity to puſh 
a little further, and told her, that it was to that 
gentleman's recommendation to Doctor R, 
that I owed the pleaſure of my ſettlement in that 
family.; this declaration added a freſh glow of joy 
to her lovely face, and I had the ſatisfaction to hear 
her continue the praiſes of captain B. ut 
for almoſt half an hour together, and dwell upon 
the gaiety of his humour, and the agreeableneſs of 
his perſon, with all the fluency of female retho- 
ric, and with a kind of warmth of expreſſion, as 
convinced me that the captain in his proper perſon, 
would meet with a very proper reception; with that 
thought, I gazed her full in the face, laid aſide as 
much of my ſanctified phyziognomy as poſſible, 
and aſſumed every air and feature peculiar to the 
captain, but ſtill ſne was ſo dull, as not to ſee 
thro' the diſguiſe, there is ſuch an infinite diffe- 
rence between a gay fluttering ſpark of the blade, 
and a dull plodding pedant, it was impoſſible the 
two ideas could coinſide in one mind, and therefore 
I was about to declare myſelf, and by way of in- 
troduction, had told her that I had the honour to 
be related to the captain, and was thought by every 
body, to be very like him, ſo much, that change 
of ureis has paſſed us for each other, upon our 
moſt intimate acquaintance, this drew her attention 
to my face, which ſhe was ſurveying with viſible 
mar ks of ſur prize, when the cub her brother en- 
tered the room, and put an end to our converſa- 
tion; for the moment he had popped his unlucky 
| 8 the, door, ſhe wiſpered not a word of the 

| | A » — | captain 


(21) 
- captain before Jack, or any body elſe, and ſo made 
a quick tranſition, from that entertaining "ſubjeR, - 
to a queſtion about Paſtor fide, which we had been 
WV eine,, | 
_— obſerved all that day at dinner,” and at ſupper, | | 
her eyes were conſtantly employed in ſurveying me, | 
and now and then ſaw her boſom! heave, and her 
bluſhes warm her countenance, when by chance / 
her eyes have meet mine; we had no opportunity 
of being alone for the remainder of that day, nor 
till the following afternoon, when I waited upon 
her, to diſcharge the duties of my place, I found 
her penſive, and a confuſion in her Tooks and words, 
Which alarmed me; ſhe attempted to enter upon 
the leſſon of the day, but I found ſhehad no mind to 
learn ialian that afternoon, her mind was in ſearch 
of fome other kind of knowledge, than meer words; 
at laſt throwing aſide the book, 'ſhe told me the 
was not in a humour at preſent to pore upon books, 
that ſhe found herſelf out of order, and would g 
take a walk in the garden, in hopes the air wou 
do her good, I proffered my ſervice to acco 2 
Her, which ſhe accepted without heſitation; we 
took two or three turns round the walks, which 
are very neat, diſcourſing of many and incoherent 
ſubjects, at laſt we fell again upon the captain, a 
topic 1 found ſhe handled with greater 'compoſare, 
than any other: ſhe pretended to be weary, and en- 
tered into an arbour covered with woodbines, and 
jeſſamines, which was "ſeperated from the view of 
the houſe, by à thick grove of trees, we both far 
down, and ſhe continued to aſk me ſome queſtions 
about B—— ut, and at laſt told me that ſhe now 
obſerved a gteat reſemblante, between me and that 
gentleman; your air, added ſhe," your features, | 
and methinks-the very tone of your voice, puts me | 
in mind of the captain, and I am ſvrprized 1 _ 
8 . 3 - Obier ve 
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obſerve it before. I hope madam, replied 1, that 
reſemblance will not deprive me of any ſhare of your 
eſteem, and that you have not imbibed ſo much of 
your father's prejudice againſt the gentlemen of the 
military, as to | with their likeneſs in ano- 
ther profeſſion; by no means, returned the lovely 
4 I aſſure you, doctor, I have no ſuch averſion 
to the ſword, as my papa — for I think thoſe 
men who have the courage to protect us, have at 
leaſt a claim to our good- will, and I found captain 
3 ta gentleman, every way ſo polite, that I 
rather eſteem you the more that you are related to, 
and have ſome reſemblance of his perſon, My heart 
at theſe words, beat the granadier's march, and I 
thought I could never find her in a better diſpoſi- 
tion, to hear a full diſcovery; therefore, forming my 
face into the moſt amorous look 1 could aſſume, 
and falling upon one knee, I begged her to pardon 
an 2 which love had me to put 

for ſome time, and added, permit me 

6 — to lay aſide the borrowed name of Docs 
tor — your brother's tutor, and to receive my 
doom in my own proper - perſon that of captain 
B. — ; ſee madam to what ſhifts the irreſiſtible 
force of your charms has reduced the moſt amorous 
of mankind, and gueſs from thence the agonies I 
muſt feel, if your goodneſs does not pardon my bold 
preſumption, and give me ſome hopes, that time 
may render my further ſervices acceptible: my 

of: Rudied compliment was almoſt exhauſted, and I 
was afraid the nymph would have permitted me to 
grow to the ground, before ſhe vouchſafed to raiſe 
me or my hopes; for her ſurprize was ſo great, 
that ſhe ſtood motionleſs with her eyes riveted to 
my face, without being capable for ſome mo- 
ments, to utter a ſyllable... At- laſt,” however, to 
wy great joy and relief, the 3 her * 
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lips, and without aſſuming a frown or any coquet» 
tiſh airs, deſired me to riſe from that — and 


hoped I would ſorgive her any indecency, the g-. 


norance of my real character had led her to, in her 
_ behaviour towards me, ſince I came into the fami» 


ly. Tou have heard me fir, expreſs my ſentiments 
pretty freely of you, when I thought you many _ 
miles diftant from me, and from thence you have 


no doubt, made ſome conjectures, of what perhaps 
I would conceal, but as I believe you a man of 
honour, and that your deſigns are conſiſtent with 
that character, I ſhall not repay the trouble you 


have been at, on my account, by diſſimulation, 


but awn to. you if you can find a way to reconcile 


my duty to the inclination of my heart, your pain 


on my account- ſhall be ſmall, and of ſhort du- 


_Raviſhed with the re and ge» 
lovely charmer to 
my boſom, and-imprinted my acknowledgments of 


nerous confeſſion, I ſnatch'd the 


the mighty favour, in a thouſand glowing kiſſes on 


her balmy lips; ſhe returned the fond embrace 


with equal and unfeigned ardour, and our mutual 


extacy was ſo great, we both ſunk backward on te | 
banks of the arbour, and lay diſſolv'd in amorous 


bliſs, . mingling ſouls at each embrace: the eritie : 


minute was come, honour, ſhame and virtue nod... 
ed on the watch, and left the precious treaſure un: 
guarded ; I ſeized the luxurious moment, and bathad 1 
uncontroll'd in luſcious delight; the. yeilding 


nymph lay for ſome moments entranced in donyvul- 


five pleaſure, and died a way with exquiſite tranſpo rt 
But the wanton moment paſs'd, and the heated © 


blood returned to its wonted meaſures, you max 


gueſs the ſtorm that followed, ſighs, tears, and 


mournful complainings, with the direful ſounds of 


rain, ſhame and diſhonour, were. hollowed in my 
5 3 5 | cars, 
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ears, and gave an allay to my paſs'd joy, but they 


vere ſo ſublime, that without this little ruffle, mor- 
tal faculties could not have ſupported the extacy. 


However, I permitted the nymph to ſpend the 
firſt moment of her paſſion - without * interruption, 


and to murmur out the firſt agonies of reflection, 


before I attempted to anſwer one word, and then 


\ preſſed the lovely railer to my panting boſom, and 


melted her to freſh extacy, repeated the pleaſing 


. thrilling pain, and by that and the help of a few 


oaths, intermixed with broken! accents of Honour, 
virtue, and marriage, reſtored her ſoul to its wont- 
ed calm, and "obliged her to confeſs ſhe had expe- 
rienced joys, worth all the riſque ſhe run. 
We had now been retired into this dear delicious 
arbour, for near two hours, and it was time to think 


of returning to the houſe, for fear of giving fuſs 


— to the family, but firſt we ſettled mea ſures 
or 


our future correſpondence, and continuing thoſe 


warm joys, that were now become eſſential to our 


mutual happineſs. The kind, the ſoft, the lovely 


yielding Belinda promiſed to admit me every night 


do her chamber, after the family was gone to reſt, 
both our apartments being on the ſame floor, and 


was that night as good as her word; I ſtole to my 
charmer in the dark, and revelled every night for 


near a month, in rapturous and uncloying bliſs. But 
muß how tranſitory all human felicity is, in about 
three or four weeks after my firſt happineſs, with 
the lovely wanton, the honeſt ſquire, her father, 


returned from Zvorł city, and told us at dinner, that 
he had ſeen doctor R, the worthy clergyman 


who recommended me, and that he purpoſed to 


dine with them as next ſunday, on his return from 
Thirsk, where he had gone that day. On mention 
of his name, I felt a ſhock more terrible than 
thunder, and I ſaw my lovely charmer grow as pale 
8 322 * : . "SY as 
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as aſhes, for he knew as well as I, Gut one viſit 5 
that gentleman would unravel che whole . 
our latrigue, and expoſe me to the reſentment ol 
both the father and the abuſed doctor, who no 5 
doubt would reſent the affront, as an unpardona- / * 
ble indignity to the ſacred cloth, We were both | | 
uneaſy till dinner was over, that we might get LY + | 
gether, to conſult upon means to avert the im 0 
ad ing ſtorm, that threatned both our peace, gur 9 

and reputation. At laſt the old gentlem 

was pleaſed to go out to look after his farming, ind 
left bis diſconſolate daughter and me alone. 

Im not good, gentlemen, at deſeribing a tra- 
he ſcene 3 you may gueſs, as our ſituation was very 
critical, that there was abundance of wailing, wrin 
ing of hands, and ſoft and tender melancholy com. 
plainings on both ſides. But it was at laſt —_— 
in 3 of love, where all the wanton deities a 
fiſted, that I ſhould next day, pretend ſome little 
buſineſs ſome miles off, and that I ſhould march. 
off the premiſes, till the doctor had paid his viſit, 

and then return to my vocation of loving and ceachs | 
ing; we employed the remainder of che time be. 
tween that and our parting, in laying up a ſul⸗ 
ficient ſtock of love proviſions, to ſerve both of 
for the enſuing lent, which 3 and not I 
ligion, obliged us to keep; and next Ker a 
faſt, I acquainted my patron that a gentleman Fo. 
London, with whom J had fome buſineſs was ar- 
rived at Tot, and had defired my 1 * | 
begged his Permiſſion to be abſent till funday, hes 
IWould, if r extraordinary happened; certain- 
ly return, in wh r to have the pleaſure of ſeei 
doctor B-——;, 8 thank him for the happin 
his recommendation had procured me. The god 
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ed me his ſervant and two of his beſt horſes; but 
I excuſed myſelf that compliment, and after 
breakfaſt took a mournful farewel of my dear Be- 
linda, and ſet out on foot for Zork, from whence 1 
took poſt horſe for London, making all the diſ- 
patch poſſible, for fear of the dd doctor, whoſe 

reſence would have terrified me more than a thou- 
Find Frenchmen, or a whole army of pandours and 
croats. . . = | 
When I got to this dear place of pleaſure and 
liberty, I began to reflect what a ridiculous figure 
I made in my late expedition, and whata riſque I 


had run of being very ſeverely uſed, had I been di- 


covered in that diſhabille, A decent drubbing, 'or 
being run thro the body by a clumſey country ſquire, 


who would have made no ſcruple of taking the ad- 


vantage of my wearing no ſword, were the leaſt of 
the dangers I ſaw I had eſcaped; for its more than 
probable, had the 7orkſbire man found me mau- 
roding in his quarters, be would have found means 
to have clapt me into that worſt of pounds, matri- 
mony, and furniſhed me whether I would or not, 
with a ſuperintendant for my knapſack. I bleſſed 
god moſt deyoutly that I had eſcaped the mighty 
ſnare, and in gratitude for my fignal deliverance, 
I promiſed ſolemnly never more to throw myſelt 
into the way of a 7orkſoire-temptation, and to for- 
get as ſoon as poſſible the kind believing Belinda, 
who fancied that ſo ſoon as the doctor had decamp- 
- ed to one of his pluralities, her enamoured ſwain 


would return again; but I begged her pardon and 


Firly ſhipt- myſelf off for my command in Flan- 
ders, where I did penance for my country fins, 
min ſtarving camps and dirty ditches, and never 
heard of my old charmer, till about ten days ago 
I chanced to be paſſing thro' a ſtreet near —_ 
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bury, and recollected that I had an old agent that 


lived there abouts, a good obliging fort of woman, 


who was my 2 of maiden- heads. I ſtept 
into mother N-——m's, who received me very o- 
bligingly, and told me in her old phraſe, that ſhe 
was glad I was come, for ſhe had ſuch a piece of 


goods in the houſe, as would make my mouth 


water to look at her. She's young, handſome, 


beautiful as an angel, as witty as a poet on the 
third night of his play, and ſings like a ſyren ; 
ah, you young rogue, if you come down hand- 


ſomely you ſhall have her. The old beldam's de- 
ſcription fired me, tho* I knew ſhe would have faid 
as much, for one newly taken out of the lock ; yet 
I was in full ſpirits, and promiſed her any price if I 
liked the goods, and ſo was conducted to the pra- 
fence of the ſo much-commended nymph. 


At firſt ſight, I was charmed with her modeſt _ 
air and delicate ſhape, which was what firſt 
caught my eye; but how was I ſurprized, when on 


looking in her face, I diſcovered my dear Yrt- 
hire miſtreſs, Belinda. On my entrance ſhe gaz- 
ed asif ſhe had ſeen a viſion, but when my voice 
confirmed my. identity, ſhe ſhreeked out and funk 
dead into my arms; I was never ſo much ſhocked” 
in all my life-time ; her fit laſted fo long, notwith- 
ſtanding all. poſſible means uſed to recoyer her, 
that I began to defpair of her recovery, which gave 
my conſcience ſom? ugly twinges; for I concluded, 
I think with ſome reaſon, that I had been the 
cauſe of her preſent miſery, and for ſome minutes 
I fancied myſelf a very arrant raſcal, and thought 
hanging too good for me-: But at laſt the lovely 


mourner opened her eyes, and faintly murmured, 
ah, captain, you have undone me 3 but ſince I have 


you once more in my arms I forgive you, if you 
3 2 can 
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can pi. the wretchedneſs you have brought upc 
Me. { conifocted her vith a kiſs, and dre * 
ther NV to leave the room to ourſelves ; the 
6beyed, and I ſoon pacified my afflicted fair, and 
reſtored her ſpirits by a hair of * dog that bit her. 
She began to be pure and hearty, and I to think 
lels ſeverely of my worthy ſelf, than I had done 


ſome minutes before. She told me all that had 


happened to her ſince I left her, the particulars of 
which I wave, as my narrative is already ſwelled 
fo the bulk of a modern romance, and Mall only 
öblerve to you, what perhaps you may guels, that 
young witneſs ſprung up to unravel the milter 
bf sur intrigue, that her father and friends abandon'd 
her, and that at laſt ſhe' was decoyed -intd the ſer- 
vice of my female broker, I was ſearce ſatia 


with the poſſeſſion of this lovely girl, when the 


doctor ſo unſeaſonably obliged me to decamp, and 
ſhe told me her tale with ſuch moving accents, that 
my former flame rekindled, and gave me freſh 
pleaſure, that I ſpent eight days with her, before 
Could think of leaving her. I took her out of the 
hands ſhe was in, and-placed her in decent lodg- 
ings, where 1 intend to keep her as long > ſho 
rs hk to me, which I really believe will be as 
Here dear George, captain Bu ended his ac- 
count of this intrigue, on which according to ar- 
ticles, I am not to make any remarks myſelf, but 
© believe a great many uſeful ſuggeſtions may occur 
to you, on reading the pains your friend took to 
make a virtuous woman truly wretched. He was 
ſucceſsful in this, and for ought I know, before his 
vigour is ſpent, may ſupply half a dozen inſtances 
more, that no time nor expence is thought too 
much that is ſpent in that kind of miſchief 3 and 
that the chief pleaſure theſe men take in intrigues 
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is in the thought that they have conquered ſtubborn 
virtue, and made innocence miſerable. How much 


like a fiend is ſuch a diſpoſition ! but I muſt not 
motalize. Jam, | 


Naur muſt obedient bumble ſervant, 
TED | Henry Rakewell. 
. 2 - — * 2 e & 
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a T E heroine of this day's entertainment wag 


| ern in Treland, her father, was a gentle- 
man of a very reputable catholic family in that 


kingdom, who was intended 'for the bar, but - 
his feligion obliged him to chamber practice only, 
where he had a very good reputation, He married 
A lady of the ſame perſuaſion, allied to ſome of che 
| -beſſt families in that part of the world, by whom he 
bad feveral daughters, who have all turped out un- 
happy. tho' the example of their mother, and a 
1 education gave their friends very different 


opes. © Be | 
- 2 R. sch, the ſubject of the following ſheets 
Was the ſecond daughter, and the darling of her 
Parents, who Tent her, at the age of ten years of age, 
o a monaſtery in Fance, where ſhe remained for 
Rye or fix years, and returned a truly accompliſh-- _ 
ed young lady, She was far from being a beauty ; 
ber face is mieetly tolerable, but her ſhape 3 


(30) 

tee], and ſhe is miſtreſs of more wit, than a wiſe 
man would chuſe to be the portion of his wife. 
She was ſcarce a year at home when her mother 
died, and ſoon after her father married the daughter 
of C e * * ® * who proved a very in- 
dulgent ſtep- mother to miſs Rc, and her o- 
- ther fiſters. The councellor had not much fortune 
to give his daughters, but that did not hinder ſe- 
veral propoſitions of marriage being made to Poll, 
who had ſomething in her manner ſo engaging, in 
- ſpite of a bad face, that ſeveral” gentlemen of her 
own religion of moderate fortunes, and good cha- 
raters courted her for a wife. She received their 
addrefles like all coquets, but found in herſelf no 
diſpoſition to reward their honeſt flame, and could 
not for ſometime think of quitting the pleaſure of 


| "IRE being followed by a train of beaux, and her. father 


was too ſolicitous about her peace in the grand affair 
of life, to let his authority interpoſe in the behalf of 
any of her ſuitors, tho? he frequently adviſed her, if 
poſſible ſhe could, to ſettle her affections while the 
loom of youth laſted, and before any attractions 
the young men thought her poſſeſſed of, began to 
loſe their force, by being too often ſeen. However, 
ſhe continued in a ſtate of inſenſibility for a year 
or two longer, when a young gentleman bred to the 
law, and who had no fortune, but a ſmall ſalary 
ariſing from a ſmall clerkſhip, in one of the offices, 
ſcrap'd an acquaintance with her. At firſt he 
paſſed for ſome months unobſerved by the father, 
among the crowd of young gentlemen who uſed his 
houſe, on his daughter's account, and had hitherto 
made no particular declaration even to miſs Polly 
| Herſelf ; but at laſt he gained inſenſibly upon her 
eſteem, and was at laſt diſcovered to be a lover by 
the jealous eyes of his rivals, who ſoon made the 

councel lor. acquainted with their fears. As the 84 
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ther had little or nothing to give with her, and . 


that he knew ſeveral of her ſweethearts were will- 
ing to take her without a groat, and were able to 
ſupport her in a decent affluence, he was alarmed that 
a young man, of but a mean family, and an income 
ſcarce ſufficient · to keep himſelf in pocket money, 
mould form any pretenſions to her. Therefore 
he firſt ſounded his daughter's inclination, to find if 
he had made any impreſſion on her, and on her diſ- 
ſembling an entire indifference, he forbid the you 
clerk his houſe, and cautioned his daughter from 
holding any correſpondence with him. 
She complied ſeemingly, without any reluctance, 
and the father and the reſt of the competitors for 
miſs's affections, were pleaſed to ſee their fears 


from that quarter diſſipated. But they were all de- 5 5 


ceived, for before the diſcovery, the young lawyer 
had made ſuch a party in Polh's breaſt,” that he 
laughed at all their precaution, and in ſpite of the 
ruin he ſaw ſo unequal a match would involve 
them both in, he purſued his advantage, and by 
private meetings compleated his conqueſt of the un- 
wary fair. They continued their correſpondence 
for ſeveral months, in which time he made ſeveral 
attempts to catch her virtue napping, but ſhe had 
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reſolution enough to withſtand his attacks, till he 


brought that common engine, matrimony, to play 


upon her conſtancy; that ſhe could not withſtand, | 
and was prevailed on to enter into a private mar- 
riage, which was performed as her ſwain inſormed 


her, by a romiſh prieſt. The pretended knhot onen 
tied, the unhappy Polly yielded without reſerve, tio 
- the amorous tranſport of her ſuppoſed huſpand. 


flattering herſelf, that ſhe had no other ſin to up- 
- braid herſelf with, in her preſent behaviour, bur of 
beſtowing herſelf according to her own inclina- 
tions, againſt the conſent of an indulgent father, 


—— 
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629 | 
from whoſe knowledge ſhe intended to keep her 
happineſs a ſecret as long as poſſible. 
Several months paſſed without any alteration, er. ex- 
cept what ſurprixed her father, that of A ard f al 
her lovers, and from a life of gatety and pleaſure, 
becoming in @ manner a corlaſe; 7 don! f ſtirrin 
abroad, but when ſhe went to the rendeav ou 4 
her ſuppoſed huſband. 

The father and every body dc who knew ber, 
were ſurprized to ſee the gay, thewitty Pal} * 
quit at once the pleaſure of the town, and 2 

herſelf to the auſterites of a nunnery. They puzz 
themſelves for a long time to find the cauſe, but 


in vain, till one of her diſcarded lovers, one who 


flattered himſelf with being moſt in her good graces, 
and conf: the more ed at his diſgraee, 
chanced, us —— accident, Agr her and . — 
| lawyer come out of a little blind ally, near 8; 
George's Church, about nine ofclock at night. He 
permitted them to pak him, without taking any no- 
tice that he ſaw them, and followed chem at ſome 
diſtance, till they parted at her father*s door, after, 
taking ſuch a ſare wel of one an other, as convioced 
the jealous lover, that the young clerk was the hap- 


py man, for whom he had been diſcarded. In che 


rage, which the warmthof their mutual embrace-at 
_ parting, had put him in, he was almoſt tempted to 
take bloody vengeance on the poor lawyer, by run- 
ning him inſtantly thro* the body, but the laws of 
honour recurring to his memory, he checked his 


paſſion, and turned down another ſtreet that he 


might avoid meeting him, and chat he might have 


time to conſult what was proper to be done on ſuen 
nan emergency. His firſt thoughts ſuggeſted to him, 


to inform the young lady's father, but he conſider- 
ce as he had ſcen them but once together, a father 
| _ to his child, and tender of her reputation, 
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be bn doch r proof, entertain any M "a 


to her diſadvantage, and that he bo the 
rifque of difobliging the councellor, and fuining 
himfelf © with the daughter paſs'd redemption. 
After ſome time of calm reflection, he re- 
ſolyed to watch them both ſo cloſe, as to have 
fach evidence, as would at once convince the fa 
of his daughter's folly, and juſtify Malt f. * 7 
meafures he determined to purſue with Web! Se 
rival, the young lawy 2M 1 | 
For this parle, be K inteligents, by means 
of the fervant in councel $ family, of che 
_ hours of miſs's going abroad, and at that 
ine planted himfelf near the alley he had firſt ſeen 
ho come out off, and to his unſpeakable vexation, 
faw tbe young clerk enter a houſe of very bad re- 
28 in 4 few minutes was followed. by the 
y this R———cþ, he ſtaid at his 4 247 
till he „ them come out, which ht be in a 
two hours 3 — they wrut in, and then went into 
the houſe, 'where he was very well known, and by 
ſeemingly undeſign d queſtions, was acquainted by 
the owner of that wicked habitation, that Mr, /ach- 
ame and the famous Miſs R—-:þ met there al- 
moſt every night, went to bed for an hour or two, 
and chen My hel. and the beldam ſaid, . ſhe be- 
lieved they were br would ſhortly be marcied, but 
whether” they were or not, it was none of her af- 
fair, fince 
her bed. 'The' enraged rival all his hopes 
daſhed, and his miſtreſs undone paſt retrieve, MI x 
no breath'd nothing but revenge againſt botk-hus 
| miſtreſs and her worthleſs gallanc. 

Next morning he went to her father, and def red 
to ſpeak with him in private, and gave the un- 
kappy e but tod circumſtantial à deuil of his 
davghter's misfortune. But be doated on ber ſo 
Vue l. e opinion of her 
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virtue, that tho' the young gentleman had mention- 
ed ſo many particulars of the affair, as left him no 
room for any rational doubt, he would not yield 
a full belief, till he was convinced by his own eyes. 
The young ſpark, who had been thus officious in 
giving the information, was a little nettled to have 

his veracity called in queſtion, and judging, that 
no he was embarked, it was of conſequence. to him 
to make good his charge, obliged the incredulous 
father to go out with him, without ſpeaking to his 
daughter or any of the family, leaſt by any word or 
look of his, he might give a ſuſpicion, that any 
thing more than ordinary was tranſacting, and kept 


* him out all day, till the uſual hour of the lovets 


WW 
© They. bad not been Jong at their ſtation, when 
the unhappy pair made their appearance and en- 
tered the houſe as uſual, They gave them time to 
breathe a little, before they attempted to diſturb 
them, and then made an attack upon the garriſon. 
The old bawd no ſooner ſaw the councellor, whom 
ſhe knew very well, than ſhe ſcream'd out that ſhe 
was undone, fell down on her knees, and cried out 
as loud as ſhe could bawl, councellor R ch for- 
give me,” The amorous couple were half undreſsd 
in a room up one pair of ſtairs, when they heard the 
dreadful ſound, more terrible at leaſt to the lady 
than her laſt knell. The affairs of love were im- 
| . mediately ſuſpended, and the young lawyer, to ſave 
his bacon, jumped” half naked out of the win. 
dow, made ſure of his own eſcape, and left the 
nympgh to meet the ſtorm, and calm it as ſhe could. 
The unhappy wife would certainly have followed 
him, tho? at the hazard of her neck, had not her 
father that inſtant ruſhed into the room, and her 
uondam lover ſeized her juſt as ſne was going to 
give a ſpring out of the window. The unhappy 
father, tho apprized of what he waz to e 25 
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ſtood as one planet- ſtruck, unable to utter one 
word, but, ah, my undone child. The diſcarded 
lover had more of the command of his tongue, 
tho* much moved by the agony he ſaw the honeſt 
father in, ſaid, I am ſorry, madam, to find you in 
this curſed place, and in ſuch wretched company as 
bas juſt now left you; be pleaſed to dreſs you ma- 
dam, that we may get as ſoon as poſſible out of a 
place ſo unſuitable to your character. Polly, at 
firſt, was ſtruck with the preſence and viſible con- 
cern of a truly indulgent parent, whom ſhe knew 
ſhe had greatly offended, and found in her ſoul 
every diſpoſition to expreſs to him the moſt ſin- 
cere penitence, but her ſentiments, with regard 10 
the gentleman who ſpoke to her, were quite dif- 
ferent ; at firſt ſight of him, ſhe concluded that it 
had been his officious meddling, that had made the 
unhappy diſcovery, therefore what he offered, on- 
ly ſer ved to enrage her ſpirit, and to take off that 
awful tenderneſs and compunction ſhe felt on the 
ſight of her father. Peace ſcreech · owl, cried ſne, 
in a tone highly exaſperated, its to your curſed of- 
ficiouſneſs 1 owe this interruption; but what have 
you gained by this mighty buſtle, but to know a 
ſecret, which every body muſt have known at laſt, 
that I am married to Mt.; where then is this 
mighty ſcandal, or hurt to my reputation, that T_ 
am found in this houſe with, my lawful huſband. —-: 
Your + huſband, replied the diſappointed lover 
with a ſneer, is very tender of his wite's reputation 
to bring her to a brothel. amongſt the vileſt proſj- 
titutes in Dullin. If theſe are the firſt fruits of ma- 
trimony, I can ſcarce wiſh- your ladyſhip much 
joy. —Curſe on the unmannerly wretch, to offend 
my cars with ſuch unhallowed ſounds, as brothel 
and proſtitute,z thou lyeſt wretch, I believe every 1 
woman in the houſe to be as chaſte as the mother 
I...) 5 FZ ,5 191 os ER 
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that bore thee, Bot if my huſband had been here, ; 


ybu durſt not, you poor unmannerly thing, chus 
baſely inſult a woman, who has too much to ſuffer 
from thefrowns of a juſtly offended 
turning to her fatherand kneeling, its of you Lought 
to aſk forgiveneſs, for thus diſpokog of myſelf with- 
out your conſent z but, fir, permit my huſband only 
to try to merit your eſteem, I'm ſure he muſt gain 

it, and make up in duty and ſubmiſſon to you, 
and tenderneſs for me, what he wants of an eſtate to 


make him equal to ſuch a wretch as he that ſtands 


there. Alas, Polly, ſaid the compaſſionate parent, 
taking her up from her knees, would to god mar- 
ringe were the worſt of your misfortunes, but I'm 

62 he has deceived you in that, for ſure no 
man in his wits, would bring his wife to ſuch a hell- 
ifh place as this is ; for I aſſure you child, every 
word which Mr. ———— has told you is literally 
true, and you have uſed him ill, to return him 


ſuch language for the regard he has expreſſed for 


The unhapp y Polly was thunderftruck at 
the news, fo” = huſband bad made her believe 
that the houſe they were in, was a very reputable 
honeſt houſe 3; and now ſome doubts aroſe in her 
mind, which filled her with the moſt racking an- 
guilh, which ſhe endeavoured io ſmother before 
bat. promos Preſent, before whom her pride 
not permit her to expreſs her fears, nor the 
fulltiefs of — ſorrow that oppreſſed her. But her 
being unable to ſupport the fudden ſhock of ſo 
| 2 paſſions, ſhe funk ſpeechleſs upon 
| The father was alarmed at the condition 
me was in, and called up the old beldam of the 
houſe to aſſiſt in bringing her to herſelf, and as 
ſoon as ſhe was ſome what recovered, had her put 
intoda coach, half dreſſed as MY and carried 
home to her 3 SA 5 1 
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would be but too ſeverely puniſhed for her fally. 
his only intereſt was to make the beſt of a bad bar - 
gain, and make ſure of a marriage z that being tbe 
only method to ſave his family from public ſcan- 
dal. It was too late to make any enquiry about the 
huſband that night, but early next morning the 
councellor ſent for the gentleman, in whoſe office, _: 
he was clerk, and acquainted him with the affair. 
and deſired him to ſift the young lawyer if, or not. 
be was inclinable to own the marriage, for he had, 
by this time, learned from his daughter, thatibe _ 
was married privately by a Nomiſb prieſt, ar one 


who aſſumed that character, but neither knew his 
name, place of abode, or any thing of the wit. 
neſſes, or had any certificate; ſo that he ſaw the 


marriage depended wholly upon the acknowledge: - 


ment of the young clerk. 


The gentleman ſpoke to him, and aſked him if 


he was married ; to which he anſwered, that that 


was not a fair queſtion, and what he would nof - 
ſolve, till he knew what diſpoſition the lady's fa - 


ther was in to make proviſion for his daughter. 
The gentleman argued the baſeneſs of betraying a+ 

ng lady ia the manner he had done, and putting 
ED proving a fact which he knew to be true, 


and of which ſhe” certainly could bring ſufficient 
evidence. I'll take my hazard of whatever evi- 
dence ſhe can bring; and now I aſſure you, unleſs. 


thecouncellor comes down handſomely, he may keep 


his daughter, and marry her to the firſt fool he 


meets ; for though I like a wit, a waidenhead and 


a ſine woman, yet, without ſome ready money lm 
determinꝰd not to take upon me the expence of a 
Wife and family. The gentleman was highly: in- 
cenſed to hear him talk wich fo much bs. the TS. 
n ee , e 
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daughter vl his friend, and endeavoured by threats 


to bring him to a ſenſe of his duty; but all would 


not do, the reſult of a negociation which laſted for 


a fortnight, amounted only to this, that in caſe the 
father would immediately advance 1000 J. that he 


would marry his daughter in the face of the ſun, 
but otherways would have nothing to do with her; 


but this was a ſum impoſſible for the father to raiſe, 


and more than what he was worth in the world, 


therefore could not comply; but by the aſſiſtance 


of his friends and the utmoſt ſtretch of his credit, 


he raiſed 5004, and made a proffer of it to the mer- 
cenary huſband, which was rejected with diſdain, 


and all treaty broke off. 


The unhappy wife and no wife bore up under 


the agonies of this ſuſpence, and even with the 


total breach of the treaty, with more temper than 


could be expected; but ſhe was further deceived' 


by the husband, for he, by an emiſſary whom they 
had imployed as a private confidant, made her be- 


. lieve that all the rout was only grimace, to make 


her father come down; but that in all events he 


Vould never forſake her. She was ſo far infatuated 


by her affection to him that ſhe believed him, and 


though her father ſickened and died with the vexa- 


tion of the affront put upon his family, yet ſhe 
ſeemed eafy, and flattered herſelf that her ſwain 
would prove true, and contrived to give him pri- 


vate meetings as often as ſhe could, but with more 


caution than ſhe had done at the beginning. 


They went on in this manner for ſix or ſeven' 
months after the diſcovery, till her grown belly 
obliged her to keep the houſe, and prepare for her 

delivery. This event put her friends once more 

upon trying their influence with the young lawyer. 
but he was now more averſe than before, and 
having got a new miſtreſs, whom he fancied bet- 
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1 . 8 
ter, he told them in plain, Zngliſs, he never was; 
nor never would be married, or have any thing. to 
ſay. to Polly R cb. He was even ſo baſe, as to 
deliver this meſſage to the mutual confidant, tho? 
be muſt have known that ſuch a declaration would 
have coſt her her life, which perhaps the wretch 
would be glad to ſhorten; but ſhe was kept igno- 
rant of the matter till ſhe was delivered and out of 
danger, when ſhe was perfectly convinced that ſhe 
had no reaſon to have any dependance on the vil- 
lain that betrayed her. Che itherto had lived in 
hope, and bore the taunts and reproaches of her 
friends pretty patiently, as ſhe fancied ſhe would 
have the greateſt, cauſe to exult when her. rogue 
proved honeſt and did her juſtice ;. but vg now 
n of that event, her ſpirits ſunk under the 
d, and ſhe could no longer bear to ſee herſelf 
the jeſt of all companies for her credulity ; even the 
pity which the more compaſſionate expreſs d for her, 
was irk ſome to her ſoul 3 her pride could not ſto-— 
mach being in that ſituation, without reputation, 
or even the neceſſaries of life, . but what . . 
on the generoſity of her friends; for at her father's - 
death, there were not effects ſufficient to pay his 
debts; ſo therefore reſolved to take herſelf from 
the ſight of thoſe objects that ſerved to renew her 
melancholy, ſhe ſet out for London, in hopes to be 
able to ſupport herſelf by her needle, that laſt re- 
courſe of ruined virgins, or get into ſome reputa- 
ble ſervice, her education being ſuch as qualified - 
her for the higheſt ſtation in any family; bur 
when ſhe came, either her application to her nee» _ 
dle was not ſo much as it ſhould be, or ſhe had not 
the encouragement ſhe expected, but it proved in- 
ſufficient for her ſupport, and her religion was an 
| unfurmountable bar to her getting into any gentee i! 
- If family, which was an objection did not eas 4; ON 
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her when ſhe left Ireland However, by the ge- 
neroſity of ſome of her country people, the lived - 


pretty decently for a yeat or two, and tecovered 
her former ſpirits, and quite forgot the miſery and 
afftiftion ſhe had ſuffered, Her wit and humour 
od deal of company, but 
that took her off of her neceffary application to 
oo ſubliftence, and at laſt drove her to fuch 


ſtraits, that ſhe 3 vows to the firſt temptation that 


gave her hopes of relief, and being once embarked, 
continued in it without any fenſe of ſhame, She 


8 has been in keeping by two or three perſons, and is 
now with an old gentleman, whoſe 


tem: y died with 
grief of the uſage ſhe met with on Polhꝰs account; 


but ſuch accidents as theſe gives her no remorſe ; 
* the goes on in the ſame 8 way like the 


reſt of her trade, ſpending all her income in wild 


ecrxtfavagance, without the remoteſt regard to 
future accidents, 1 know the has a plot upon 
_ wheedling the old doating ſquire into a ſettlement 


for life, if not a marriage, but L am in hopes, for 


c 


neither. Iam, | n 
bd Geste 


Your moſt bumble ſervant, 
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little woctlan, has no very good 
excellent complexion, and a delicate hand and arm, 
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LETTER v. 
| Containing the ſecret bibery of Mes. —. . 
* 


7 


Mr... 


Captain Henry Rakewell cg gelte. A fr 


Dear George 
HE — 9 of this day's entertainment is a 
. cackney ; ſhe was born within the ſound of 
Bew. bell: Her father was a reputable ſilverſmith 
in the city, and her mother the daughter of a 
wealthy tradeſman in the. ſame pariſh ; but ſne 
died before Nancy came of age, or was capable of 
iving any proofs, that could be depended on, of the 


| 


vity of her temper, - Her. father ſoon married a- 


gain, but took care to fix upon a woman who 


proved a very indulgent ſtep- mother to his favourite 
and only daughter by the firſt venture; ſo that 
whatever has been the girl's fate, ſhe has not the too 
common excuſe to plead for her folly, that ſhe was 
driven to it-by the ill uſage of her ſtep- mother; 
for ſhe was very 82 brought up, had what 
they call a genteel city education, and had no rea- 
ſon to make any diſtinction between her . 
ther, and ſhe that bore her. 
Nancy grew up a ſmart pretty 1 ; the i is but a 
catures, but an 


I cannot ſay ſhe was over and above oppreſſed with 
wit; however, as her father was in very good. cre- - 
dit, had a briſk trade, and lived much in the eſteem 
of his neighbours,” ſeveral young tradeſmen 17888 
amorous overtures to miſs; but none came that | 

ſectly pleaſed her fancy, at leaſt ſuch as made bo fads 
faint impreſſions on her ny happened not to mw 

Wit 
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- with the father's approbation, who was determined 
to wed her, if poſſible, to a ſober induſtrious me- 
chanic, regarding rather the man's morals and prin- 
ciples than wealth, eſteeming induſtry, honeſty, 
and a handful of trade, better than money to ſer 
out in the world with; he obſerved that young 
men, who ſer out on the ſtrength of a large ſtock, 
generally fell into an expenſive way of living, and 
Gon out run the conſtable z whereas, thoſe who. ſet 
out with little, lived upon the reſerve, and gained 
by degrees. He had ſuch a young man in his eye, 
and of his own profeſſion, juſt out of his time, 
and whom he deſigned to obſerve narrowly for a 
year or two, to ſee if his behaviour would be equal 
to what he expected, from his diſpoſition during his 
apprenticeſhip. But his daughter Nancy was not 
diſpoſed to wait the event of ſo tedious a trial, ſhe 
was at an age when the blood begins to teach 
them thoughts, they were before a ſtranger to; and 
to wiſh for ſomething, they know not what ; when 
a young, Scotchman, a captain of a ſhip, chanced 
to get into her acquaintance, The young man was 
ſober and induſtrious, and had faved, beſides 
a ſhare of a ſhip, four or five hundred pounds, 
and was in good credit and efteem with his em- 
ployers ; but he knew he was not a ſufficient match, 
in the eye of the father, for miſs Nancy; but as he 
liked the girl, and hoped by his behaviour, ſome 
time or other to merit his eſteem, he made his 
addreſſes in private to his young miſtreſs, and the 
honeſt tar preſſed his point ſo gallantly, that he 
ſoon gained her affection, at leaſt as much of it, as 
it was poſſible for a giddy thoughtleſs girl to give, 
and was "rn married, | 
The father, on the diſcovery, was highly cha- 
greened, that his daughter's forwardneſs had ſpoiled 
all his wiſe ſchemes, yet as he truly loved his __ 


(a). 


and had no objection to the huſbandꝰ's character, but 
that he was not ſo rich as he could with, he was 
foon ſo far reconciled, as to countenance the young 
couple, but reſolved to keep his purſe - ſirings cloſe, 

fill he obferyed whether the captain improved the 
little ſtack: of his own, determing to aſſiſt him, if 


he found Kim induſtrious, or unfortunate, without 
any fault of his own. The ſon-in-law was fir 
from grumbling at theſe conditions, he aſked no 
better, and treated his young wife with great ten- 
derneſs, and provided for her in every thing de- 
ently, but perfectly ſuitable to his then circum- 
ſtances; They lived for a year or two very happy, 
till the breaking outof the war with Spain, captain 
- vas among the firſt, who took out a letter of 
mark, to cruize upon the enemies of his country; 

he had fome very conſiderable merchants joitied 
wich him, procured a ſtout ſhip, and ſome choice 
hands, and ſet out from Graveſend, in great expec- 
fation of making a very happy and ſucceſsful 
voyage, Having left all his effects to the value of 
three or four hundred pounds, in the management 
of his wife, with his will and powers, and a gen- 


teel furniſhed houſe in Rotberbit be, wich the burthent 


only of one child, of which ſhe had been delivered 
but a few months, before he ſer our on this expedi- 
tion. . 


- He and ſhe parted with marks of mutual 
tenderneſs, and one would have imagined by the 


manner ſhe lamented this ſeparation, that nothing 
could corrupt her faith ; but as nothing violent ix 
permanent, her ſorrow ſoon grew lefs turbulent, and 
at laſt ſubſided into a perfect calm ; and in à few 


months ſhe ſcarcely remembred that ſhe had a Huf. 
band, but gallanted it about, in a very ſcandalous 


manner; Her father checked her imprudence, bur + 


it had no other effect, TY her to abſent 
„ | . 2 | 


herſelf 
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herſelf from his company, and to avoid as much as 
ble, being either teazed with his advice or perſon. 
he old man having done all in his power, by per- 
ſuaſions, by word-of-mouth, letters, and threats to 
- acquaint” her huſband, at laſt gave her up, and left 
her to the freedom of her own will. 
Fer follies, hitherto, were rather extravagancies 
and indecencies, than actual crimes, but ſhe did not 
ſtand long in that ſituat ion; for having got ſome 
new acquaintance, with a cuſtom-houſe officer's 
wife, ſhe was by her, made acquainted with her 
huſband, and was one day inveigled on board a ſhip, 
at Graveſend, where he was on 1 duty. She carried 


along with her, on this expedition, a ſailor's wife of a 


very profligate character, and was received by the 
cuſtom-houſe officer very kindly, and entertained 
very handſomely; for reaſons eaſily to be gueſſed at, 
he had the command of the cabin, and every thing 
in the ſhip, as much as if he had been owner. | 
Tho this publican had a wife of his own, yet ſhe 
was not quite ſo young as Mrs, , ſo he fan- 
cied her not altogether ſo handſome, and having 
obſerved nothing ſtrickly reſerved in madam's be- 
haviour, he flattered himſelf from the firſt ſight of 
her, that he might be made welcome to rummage 
her a little, for run goods, and thought this a good 
opportunity to try her metal, and his own ſucceſs 
for this purpoſe, he plied her and her companion 
pretty briſkly with arrack punch, and having pre- 
vailed on be mate of the ſhip, to take the compa- 
nion off his hands, he and Mrs. S—4 were left alone 
in the great cabin, where he made an entry of all 
her cargo, without much ſtruggle, and gained ſo 
far upon her prudence, that he prevailed on her to 


lie with him on board, all that and the next night. 


Its eaſy to judge, that when a woman has once con- 
dae to proſtitute herſelf on board a ſhip, in ſo 
| public 
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blic a manner, where every ſoul on board muſt 
now it, could have no very ſtrong notions of mo- 
deſty, and very little remains left of regard 
to reputation. Accordingly, | ſhe and the officer 
correſponded together for ſome months, till his 
wife became acquainted with it, and catched them 
on board a ſhip at Voolwich, in bed together. 
The wife had repreſented her caſe to the owners of 
the ſhip, who happened not to be in ſubmiſſion to 
the cuſtom- houſe officer, therefore private orders 
were given to the captain of the ſhip, to aſſiſt the 
injured wife, in her revenge; ſhe having the pro- 
per intelligence, came on board one morning very 
early, and being ſhe wed where her rogue lay with 
is doxey, ſhe ran to them, and a furious battle 
enſued, where bloody noſes, ſcratch'd faces, and 
torn caps were diftributed in abundance; but the 
- huſband and madam, proving in the end too many 
for the wife at handy cuffs, ſhe call'd out for the a- 
ſiſtance of the ſhip's crew, and begged them to 
aſſiſt her, in being revenged of a bn that had 
ſeduced her huſband. The tary happened not to 
be very fond of Mrs. S4, and beſides hav- 
ing their private inſtructions to aſſiſt the wife, 
were eaſily prevailed on to help her. They pulled 
poor madam out of the cabin, and naked as ſhe 
was, put a rope about her middle, and ducked her 
two or three times over head and ears, over the 
ſhip's gunnel, and when almoſt 'drown'd and 
numb' d with cold, (for it was froſty weather,) they 

flung her cloaths looſe about her, and ſeat her 
aſhoàr to the next public houſe to warm herſelf.” - 
This cured her of going any more a ſhip- board, 
but ſhe ſoon met with a new paramour, an old 
diſbanded captain, who had no other viſible income 
to ſupport him but what he earn'd from the wo- 
men. With him Mrs. -———2 took Ke 
: iv | 
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Hed with him while any thing ſhe had laſted, 
which indeed was not long, as they were both ut- 

ter enemies to any thing that had face of azco- 

nemy. Her huſband's ready money being gone, 
and a report being current of his death, ſhe' put 
herſelf in weeds, ſold off her houthold furniture, 
plate, &c. arid went with her cull to an obſcure 
corner of the town, where they ſpent the little 
remainder of S————#s effects. When that was 
done, her captain left her, without a rag to her 
back, or a morſel to put in her head; yet ſhe was 
not caſt down, a gentleman; with whom ſhe had 
a very ſlender acquaintance, took a fancy to her 
child, took that off her hands, and left her only 
her own perſon. to take care off, of which ſhe in- 
tended to make the moſt; and hitherto has been ſo 
lucky, as to meet with ſome fool or other, who 
keeps her for a monthor two, and then diſcards her 
for her viciouſneſs. She ſeems upon her laſt keep - 

ing, and is in a fair way of turning out into t 
ſtreet, and ſo compleat the common round of her 
profeſſion. I am, OE 
| '._ BeartGerge 

Your moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 
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LEV rIRN NM. 
Containing the ſecret biftory of Mrs. W—m. 
Captain Henry Rakewell zo George Bellficld,”E/q; 
Dear George, 2 
* rother day dining with a colonel of the 
guards, of your acquaintance, Who is of the 
claſs of kind Keepers, from whom I had the fol- 


nit * 3 i 


"—_ 


lowing hiſtory of his madam, which I have all 


the reaſon in the world to believe very impartial. 
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The lady goes by the borrowed name of ., 
which ſhe has made free with, from one of her 
former bene factors, but her maiden name is Nancy 
A— —, ſhe is a Landoner by birth, — 
daughter to a very wealthy baberdaſher in this city, 
but her father being ſized with the epidemical dif- 
eaſe of the nation, in the year nineteen and twen- 
ty, reduced himſelf, by following the bubbles. of 
the times, to the loweſt miſery. And to add to 
his misfortune with his wealth, credit and repu- 


tation, both he and his wife fell into a lingering 5 


fit of illneſs, which diſabled them from doing any 
thing to recover their misfortunes, or to procure 
the daily neceſſaries of life. | 1 
Their daughter Nancy, their only child, then a 
plogming young girl of eighteen, had, during 
their proſperity, ſeveral ſuitors, who all abandoned 
her on 1 fatal change in her father's circum- 
ſtances. She remained with her father and mother, 
hile ſhe could be of any uſe to them, and while 
the little they had left was Worth the dividing, 
and then went to ſervice to an old lady of quality, 
who made her ſeveral handſome preſents, 
with which ſhe aſſiſted her indigent patents. 
In about a twelvemonth after, an old maiden aunt 
of her's died, and left her independent of her fa+ 
ther, a ſmall tenement in Thames-Street, which 
brought ina yearly rent of ſomething more than 
thirty pounds a year; all which ſhe very generouſ- 
ly beſtowed on her father, beſides what ſhe could 
from the profits of her ſervice. But the ald peo- 
ple growing daily more infirm, the ſmall allow- 
ance was not ſufficicat to ſupport the expence of a 
ſick- bed, and its chargeable attendance; ſo that ſhe 
was obliged to take up ſome money on a mortgage 
of her little income to ſupply their immediate 
wants, and, in a word, when they died, which was 
Tic. PA | * 
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= 
in a year or two after, found herſelf near an hundred 
pounds worſe than nothing, and all her ſubſtance 
gone. However, ſhe was far from repining, 
thinking ſhe had done nothing but her duty; her 
filial tenderneſs, for her parents, recommended her 
more and more to the good graces of her lady, 
who thought her virtue made a large atonement for 
her defects in birth, and treated her more as a 
companion than as a ſervant, and promiſed that 
when ſhe died, ſhe would take care to make up'to 
her what ſhe had loſt by her pious care of her diſ- 
treſs*d parents, But the good old lady was taken 
ſuddenly ill, and died without making a will, fo 
that poor Nancy had nothing of all the fine promiſes 
made her, but the bare wages due as a ſervant, and 
her lady's wearing apparel. The lady's eſtate went 
to a nephew of her's, a young lawyer in the tem- 
Pics who kept houſe with two maiden ſiſters of his. 


he young ladies, his ſiſters, had been acquainted 


with Nancy's charger, had conceived a great eſ- 
teem for her, and recommended to their brother 
to take her home as his houſekeeper. 12 
The young lawyer was eaſily prevailed on, and 
Nancy entered upon her new charge, and met with 
as much reſpect and indulgence from her young 
miſtreſſes, as ſne poſſibly could expect, and was 
treated by her maſter, rather with more complai- 
ſance than ſhe deſired. She was then about Weaty 
or one and twenty, had very regular features, black 
eyes, jet black hair, and a very good ſkin for one of 
that complexion z3 ſhe had a tolerable ſhape, and 
nothing diſagreeable about her perſon, except a 
little waddle in her gait, proceeding from weak- 


neſs in her limbs. She had been very well educated, 


and her ſtay with her late lady had poliſhed 
behaviour in ſuch a manner, that ſhe appears A. 
very agreeable, accompliſhed well-bred ac 
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gave him ſuch adxa e that he gained — 
main point be fofe“ he igned articles of any 
Ort, and when ſbe had committed that falſe ſte 

ua ſaw. *twas in vain to pretend to be his nite, x 
| add ſo.comentdd herſelf to live with him as a mi- 


ſtreſs ; in which character ſhe behaved ſo well, 


Ant few people called their marriage in queſtion 
add. thoſe who did, acknowledged that ſhe de- 


_ ep&Fved every ching in his power to confer upon her. 
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+ 
: 
19 
- N 
. 


(50) 


They lived, together for, near ten years, and had 
erer children, who, went hy the father's name;; 
but at the end of this time a young officer, who 
chanced to be a client of the lawyer's, got ſo much 
into her good graces, that the and he were caught 
together, (a 505 which bel 'd only. os Te 
ſter to decide) on 1, Which ma am was uffn 
'Jpors ; but the Jawyer had. till ſo, mu tender. 
neſs for her, that he allow d her a ſmall annual 
Tubſiſtence,, and red to continue it as long as 
He behaved with decency 3 but, ſenſe; of ſhame, 

nice Joſt, and an itch; of 1 variety ſeizing her, 
boo prodigal of her favours to as many;as 
; Purchaſe them, which loft her her penſion, and 
hes ſhe had the plea of neceſſity for continuing, 5 
the ſame courſe. She has been. ip the Keeping of 
ſeveral, and in the intervals between an old and a 
new aut has been reduced to the utmoſt ne- 
ceſſity, but ſeems now pretty well ſettled 3 for as 
he i is now almoſt ap old woman, ſhe has lofi as it 
18 Is e x outhful "tooth, The 25 
nel, her reſent 5. is not very young, rather 
wanting 85 nutſe K a 'wiſtrels, - 27 wich Mrs. 
is very fit, as being a. very knowing 
woman, facetious. in N. converſation, 2 2 good 
houſe wife and 4 rconom! therefore I concluc eſhe t 
"and our friend. will . old if ops; for. lite. Fi t 
g dhe Fhurch. Tam, 80 h 
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Captain Henry Rakgyell to Going Neth, Bs | 


. eil 

HE old adage, paſtorem nati e 
"© bea7f, or our ill-natur'd Eugliſb proverb, if 
the devil can't catch geeſe bell catch goſlings, 
holds true with reſpect to miſs B., —— ſubje& 
of the following pages; for, my dear ſriend, ſhe is 
a truly legitimate daughter of the proteſtant church 
of England, and was begot, if her mother did not 
play a falſe ſtep, by as pious a ſon of the caſſock 
as ever mounted a ' pulpit, I have heard my old 
great grandmother ſay, for ſhe knew him, that 
he was a powerful preacher, and never ſuffered his 
hearers to part from him with dry eyes; he touched 


their hearts to the quick, and made the moſt hard- 


enecꝭ ſinner confeſs his fins with penitential tears. 
But enough of his honeſty, we ſhall take that upon 
the report of the old women. However, for all 
this piety, the good man was frail, and ſubjc& to 


the-manifold infirmities of human nature: amongſt . 


the reſt of his failings, it's ſaid; with great defe- 


rence to his memory, that he lov'd a ſup of the crea- 


ture, and uſed frequently to get maudling drunk 
before he mounted the roſtrum, which ſupplied 
his pious eyes with moiſture to water his little 
flock. This was a conveniency, hut it had its lit- 
tie diſadvantages attending it, it exhauſted the 
" rythes too faſt, and obliged his family to want 


many conveniencies while he lived, for his income 


was not very urge, and when he died, left them 
* H 2 = quite 


| 52) 
quite deſtitute of — JL of ſubſiſtence but the 
luke-warm cha an ſurvixi ethren of the 
ſacred cloth, and other good chriſt ians, which 
proved to be very cold comfort to his diſconſolate 
widow, - and fobr or five ſmall children, of whom 
miſs Sally was the eldeſt. On the parſory's deceaſe 
the widow, who was truly an orderly pains-taking 
woman, retrench'd her expences as much as poſſihle, 
and applied to the biſhop and ſome af her o re- 
lations, he were people of ſaſhion apd-ſyliſtance 
in that country, for relief, to enable her to ſubſſſt 
and educate her little orphans. For the firſt year 
or two, hile- the .remembrance of the good man 
her huſband: was freſn in their memory, they did 
ſomething which helped her to keep ſoul and body 
together 3 hut time cooling their charity, and the 
children growing: up to require rather more than 
N leſs to provide for them, the poor widow. found her- 
ſell in yety deplorable circumſtances. Sally was her 
eldeſt and darling, and the fond mother ſaw ſome- 
thing in her, though then but twelve years of age, 
which at the ſame time heightened her tenderneſs, 
and gave ber many pangs about her future fate. 
She had fine regular features, a fair complexion, 
and a delicate ſhape, with all the marks of a fine 
woman, with a peculiar livelineſs in her diſ 
tion, and an uncommon ſhare of ſweetneſs and 
good · nature in her temper. Theſe were promiſing 
and engaging qualities to a mother; but to a mo- 
ther of ſenſe, in Mrs. B——y's circumſtances, they 
carried with them the ſevereſt anxiety: about ber 
future happineſs. She conſidered, that ſhe was far 
from being in circumſtances to bring her up ſuita- 
ble to theſe natural accompliſhments, and that the 
leſs education ſhe had, and the lower her cir»: 
cumſtancet, the more apt they would be ta en- 
inace her to her ruin. This reflection alone —_— 
8 11 her 


eontrary, as ſhe heard her mother ſo often upon 


- (88) 


her frequently. burſ out. into tears. When, he 


logked upon har and ſaw the early buds of bloom» 
ing beauty, ſhe often wiſhed that ſomething mig 


happen chat would deſtroy the gay appearance, 


and. render her a, plain homely girl... However, 
bs took all — 15 her power to prevent tha 
is ſhe dreaded, by giving the girl the moſt de- 
ſpicable opinion of flattery, eſpecially her face and 
perſon, and teaching her to ſtifle. every motion of 
ide and. {elf.conceit on that ſcore 4 ſhe reprer 


15 to her, by ſlow degrees, and in forms mo 


table to her underſtanding, how little reaſon, a 


woman had to flatter herſelf an a fine wee or a 
1 


ſet of regular features, when they were fiable to 
be deprived. of them by ſa, man accidents, and 


that even looking on them when in their bloam, 


deſtroyed their efficacy, rendered them familiar, 
and paul'd thoſe who were moſt enamour'd of 
them at firſt ſight. She endgavoyred. to inculcate, 
into her young mind, that the charms of virtue, 
prudence, and good ſenſe, would laſt when theſe, 
feeting graces were paſt, and would bear to be in- 
ſpected into, and more eſteemed the more it was, 
known, and give more real pleaſure to the pol - 


ſeſſor, and more ſatis faction to every one connected 


with her than the charms of the moſt finiſhed beauty. 
Miſs Salih was abundantly ſagacious for her years, 


and heard her mother on theſe ſubjects with great 
pleaſure, which made Mrs. — pr EPEaT them: 
the oftner. The good woman meant all her lec- 


ture for the good of her darling child, and they 
had as much effect upon her as could be expected 
for one of her years, which was only to hear and. 
remember the ſage. precepts which were preached. 
to her, but it could not be expected that they could 
have any deep effect upon her judgment; on the 


the 


25 
the topick of the danger of being conceited with 
beauty and ſhape, and hearing her frequently with 
tears'of grief and fondneſs cry; Ah, Sally) my dear 
Sally! thas face will one day undò you. It put it 
- early into the girls head that ſhe was really a beau- 
ty, and the precept againſt vanity and conceit on- 
ly helped to blow up that paſſion ſo natural to young 
_ creatures of that ſex, and taught her at the ſame 
time the art of difſembling her real ſentiments. 
- © This is one inſtance how delicate a thing medling. 
with the paſſions is, ſince if attack'd injudiciouſly, 
the very means uſed to correct thoſe that are vici- 
ous, may cheriſh their growth, and render them 
for ever after untractable; but 1 believe, my dear 
. George, this is too grave a reflection for you, there- 
fore Pl beg your <> 23 proceed to the narrative, 
and follow it no further. rr. 
Mrs. B-—— >» was now reduced ſo very low, 
that ſhe was obliged'to live upon the fale of her 
moſt valuable moveables, to which ſhe knew there 
would ſoon be an end, and confequently was in the 
utmoſt agony about her children. She had tried 
' moſt of her friends, and had wearied them out of 
the little charity they had, and exhauſted: every 
- thing of that kind belonging to the clergy. - She 
was in the deepeſt diſtreſs, when a lady in the neigh- 
bourhood, lately come to live in that country, and 
who had been formerly her companion at a board. 
8 ſtop'd at her little houſe to pay her a 
Mrs. B——y was pleaſed to ſee her old ac- 
quaintance, but a little daſh'd that her apparel and 
every thing about the houſe expoſed ſo much of her 
circumſtances; but the good lady, by her frank- 
neſs, ſoon diſſipated all her uneaſineſs, by aequsiut- 
ing her, that ſhe came not to give her pain by un- 
neceſſary reflection on her —— 
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but. to talk witk her about the means of making 


m, more .cafy; Mrs. B-—y: waz ov 
- the ſound of, relief, and fra oe nl a 
d heard her prayers ſo ſeaſonably, for now ſhe 
nothing remaining but what was on her, back, 
one bed, and a few broken chairs, and net Hil-: 
18 to purchaſe, another meal for herſelt and. chil- 
dren. It not material to my purpoſe. to be vet: 
cular in what regards her, yy ſuffice ue 
Hi ch table lady found means to diſpoſe. of- 
her. 4 Arete, where they, were taken care 5 0-4 
gept Sally, who ſhe, carried. home with, her mother 
to her own houſe, promiſing to provide for the one, 
ang chat the other. ſhould et (Waptumbiſe: 
Wa. 4 ed ads. ci 210k, 5 0, % 07! 29008 © 
This was a. prodigious change, and for a year or 
two. and ypwards ſeemed greatly to the better or 
Sally, for het generous . benefatrefs treated hop in 
the ame manner ſhe did her own daughter, ho 
Was much 1 the ſame age, and tool the ſame 
8 hor ed ucation. t i about a year and 
af 7 her coming to this family) hat mother 
5 . Was a Kalle Jas to her, as the 
Mas. 1 0 her advice, and left moe — 
her own management than ſhe had been 
Te, for thaughethe, young lady's goxerneſs had 
Tis ſun charge her 3 as/ſhe; had of tht lady's own 
aughter, 24 mi 85 who began now to have a will 
of ber own, Eber ſtand ſo much in awe of het as 
LATE mqather, and hy the indulgenee of her 
d ache e me aſſumed pirs/'vety har 
SON er dependant, circumſtances. Abou 
kay time ou lady? $. eldeſt ſon, hom we ſhall call 
I e returned © from his trevels, more tainted 
En 5 1 N eee by ſeer 
e s Was. but juſt gomsof age, bad 
45 pers genteel perſon, and did, not "ou for . 
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ral parts, but he had been tog ſboß Mis own walter 
to improve his batural talent! fe wis naturally 
amore, and his notions of tatality wete but tov 
1#x to be a check upon HIfHI in His Fatif ing 
che paſſions, He thought & Was the doe 
Ugcation of à fine gentleman tò make ſports re- 
| Tigfion and decency, anda fea” (He ratte wirhour 

uy one qualification! to entitle” hifi — that chiFac- 

{ but a niixtare: of 1 Arik a Brutal 4 
Ae to raid alk fe women fad eme in Bit 
His inother was deatingly hd of Kin,” and c 
not, or would netd ke ba fauftl, Which give Him 
an opportunity, better than He off > bf rum 
ig the unbappy Hiss BAY e Had not aa 


above two or three hours in 455 houſe, befort he 


Her youth, her inhocenke Ant 4 cęrtäin fin) 
Ae ſaw In Nev outitetafit®;” iHReld 1 
in bim compaſſion, tenderneſß, and fim 
her | cireurſtanees, - with which he Was ade. 
* only convinced Him” of "the en 
donqque l, and p tomptet Nm td ma 
E. 1 prey. With this We“ ky we Her 721 
— oth the higheſt ene omums on 8 5 
ty, which, nerwithſtanding OT OE 
Jeftures; her vanity was ard to fuck 8 
that it by degrees Baineds Party for Bella 
her unexperienced Breuſt. 7 19308 
She was now at an age t hate a cbpfelSdh ite xo 
the commerce between the Kxes, and td 
that ſhe had ſomething abbut fer Which men Wy 
veted more than wealth, höntüt, ör reputttipn, 
and as her converſation hithetro' add bern Config d 
to her own ſex; ſhe fancied Nllamour tile p 
men ſhe could Walke that facrifice th.” Sl fte 
from his continued elogiuths on” fer Beasty, 
and the great cemplaiſance: n ich" he he 
er 


andied bimſelf inflaſhed with fer dawft of be: : 
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her, that he was as much in love with her as ſhe 
found herſelf inclinable to be with him. He was 
the only man that came about the houſe that treated 
her upon the footing of a woman, which was ano- 
ther bait for her vanity, for as ſhe was tall, and 
forward of her years, ſhe believed herſelf as much 


a woman as. her mother, and Bellamour treating 


her on that footing, and not as a giddy girl, made 
great impreſſions in his favour. 4 
The decorum he was obliged to uſe before his 

mother, kept him from making any eloſe attack 
for about a week; but by this time he had made 
an acquaintance with his ſiſter's governeſs, and un- 
der pretence of hearing the young ladies ſing and 
play on the ſpinnet, ſpent ſeveral hours in their a- 


. : 


partment, where he took every opportunity to 


whiſper miſs B——y how much ſhe had made 
him her flave. Poor mils, who had the higheft- 
opinion of her own beauty and merit, thought 
every thing was due to it, and eaſily believed the 


forged tale, and had not prudence enough to con- 


ceal the pleaſures. which the declaration gaye her. 
Bellamour, who was no novice to the works of na- 


ture, as far as women are concern'd, ſoon obſerv'd 


that he had fired the unthinking fair, and made no 
ſeruple to propoſe an aſſignation in the wilderneſs 
adjoining the parterre. Sally, who feared no guilt, 
nor dreaded no deceit from the man ſhe loved, com- 
plied, and was at the ſecond interview. totally un- 
done. As to her, ſhe was too young and too un- 
thinking to dread any thing of the conſequences 
that mult attend their correſpondence. He had pro- 


miſed to marry ber publickly, and, in the mean 


time, to ſatisfy any ſcruples ſhe had to. ſurrender, 
he had read over the office of matrimony, and 
made her believe that they were actually man and 
wife to all intents and purpoſes, hut conjured, her 
bd Part I. 55 1«%é Cr 


MS, 
to keep it and their meetings private for ſome 
months. However, Bellamour, after the firſt hur- 
ry of an ungovernable appetite had abared, and 
gave him room to reflect on what he had done, on 
the baſeneſs of betraying one ſo-young, one under 
the fanQtion and protection of his mother, and 


whoſe youth, innocence, and circumſtances, would 


have prompted him to have taken the ſevereſt ven- 
geance on any man who would have done the like, 
2 to be very uneaſy about the conſequences of 

a diſcovery, to his reputation and his mother's re- 
ſentment, who would be highly incens'd at ſuch a 
ſcandalous violation gf the ſanctuary of her houſe. 
He was ſtill ſo much enamour'd with the youth, 
and artleſs ſimplicity of the ruined fair, that he 


Could not think of parting with her, nor yet of 


continuing her long in her prefent ſituation, where 
every meeting was attended with the riſque of a 
diſcovery ; therefore he contrived a method to re- 


move her from thence in ſuch manner as the ſcan- 


dal ſhould not light upon him. There was a young 


man in the neighbourhood, the eldeſt ſon of a 
wealthy farmer, with whom Bellamour had been 
intimate ſince they were children; on this young 
farmer he prevails to become a publick ſuitor to 
Miſs Sally. The old lady, his mother, would 
have been very well pleaſed with the match if the 
farmer would have made any ſettlement upon his 
fon, without a portion no ways ſuitable to the la- 
dyꝰs circumſtance to part with; therefore the young 
farmer was forbid the houſe: but a day or two af- 
ter Sally was miſſed, and was neither to be found 
high nor low, and all concluded ſhe was gone off 

with young Roger; in which conjecture they were 
confirmed, when the farmer ſoon was likewiſe loft, 
and had been feen lurking about the garden the 
night miſs went off, The farmer was enraged at 
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(59) 
his ſon; the lady was highly concerned for Sally's 
imprudence, and Bellamour was in the greateſt paſ- 
ſion imaginable, and took horſe, immediately in 
urſuit of the run-aways, threatening to be the 
th of Roger for reſuming to carry off miſs 


Falhy without the conſent of his mother. He and 


his ſervant rode to the ſeveral villages round about, 
but could find no tidings of the lovers; at laſt he 
fancied they might be ſet gut, for Londen, where 
he purpos'd to follow them, as they probably would 
go by the ſtage-coach, and he might overtake 
them before they got to their journey's end. His 
mother would have perſuaded him not to ga, as 
thinking it impoſſible. he ſhould overtake them 
before they got to the city, or find them out when 
there; but Bellamaur, to whom their tout was 
no ſecret, was not to be perſuaded, but took horſe, 
attended only by his valet, who was privy to all his 
amours, and his pimp-maſter general. He avyer- 
took them at a village about 20 miles off, where 
they waited by his directions, for Roger had only 
made his courtſhip with deſign to make the country 
believe that he had carried her off, and conducted 
her out of the houſe by Bellamour's directions, 
where ne was to deliver up his charge to him as the 
the right owner, and then returned to his father, 
to whom he pretended he had lefr the lady at a re- 
lation of hers: till he had procured his and lady 
'——— conſent to the marriage, without which 
he would not venture, nor could not prevail on 
Sally to conſummate it. Thus taking the whole 
blame on himſelf, the ſquire was nat. in the leaſt 
ſuſpected, who proeceded. on with his yaung mi- 
ſtreſs to London, where he ſettled her in lodgings 
ſuitable to a kept miſtreſs. - 3 
Salhy thought herſelf the happieſt creature alive, 
and had neither N gratitude enough, to 2 
ho, 2 i > 
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flect on her own diſhonour, and the pain ſhe gave 
her benefaCtreſs: ſhe believed herſelf married, 
and paſſed amongſt the ſet of acquaintance Bolla- 

mour had introduced her to, by & name of Mrs. 
Bellamour. Her ſeducer ſtay'd cloſe with her, for 
three months, and by the tenderneſs, reſpect and 
fondneſs he ſhow*d her, made infamy familiar 
and eaſy to her, but he being ſuddenly called away 
by the death of his mother, and the ſettlement of 
his country affairs taking him up a month or two, 
miſs Sally in that interim, had time to reflect and 
grope her way out of the labyrinth of vice and de. 
luſion, into which, paſſion, ignorance and cre- 
dulity had led her. In converſing one day with the 
landlady of the houſe, and one or two of the claſs 
of kept madams, for none elſe were of her acquain- 
tance, ſne happened to give herſelf ſome airs, 
which piqued the others pride, on which a compa- 
riſon aroſe about their ſeveral circumſtances: 
Sally thought they did not treat her as became the 
wife of Mr. Bellamaur; the wife of Mr. Bellamour, 
replies one of them ſneeringly, ſure madam you 
don't, in earneſt, pretend to be married to that 
gentleman, Sally was ſtartled at the doubt, and in 
pure ſimplicity told her company the form of their 
marriage, at which they all laugh'd immoderately, 
and rather out of malice than good nature, con- 
vinced the unhappy girl that ſhe was how no more, 
and in all likelihood would never be any thing 
elſe, than his whore. This alarmed her pride, as 
well as her virtue, and gave her the moſt ſevere 
pangs of remorſe, and fhe reſolv'd, if poſſible,” to 
take the ſcvereſt vengeance of her betrayer. But 
theſe were the reſolutions of her firft paſſionate mo- 
ments, which ſoon gave place to more tender emo- 
tions, when Bellamonr appeared, which was in a 
day or two after this diſcovery. She chid 
him, it is true, for his deceit, charged him 
4 with 
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with breach of the moft ſolemn vous, begg'd of 
him to marry her publickly and reftore her repu- 
tation, cried, ſigh'd and weep'd, but the cunning 
- Bellamour footh'd all her paſſion, and charm'd her 
once more into a guilty calm, and fo continued for 
near a twelvemonth, and I believe would have con- 
tinued much longer conſtant to her, if her own 
_ folly had not given him too juſt grounds to throw 
her off. There was another lady of the ſame 
profeſſion, who lodged in the ſame houſe, who 
was kept by an officer of the army, by whoſe 
means Sally became acquainted with the officer. 
As Sally was by much the youngeſt and handſomeſt 
of the two, tho? not the wittieſt, the young of- 
ficer was ſoon ſmitten with, her, and made ſecretly 
his addreſs to Sally, who fancied. his perſon, eſpe- 
cially his dreſs, much more agreeable than Bella- 
mour s, and therefore made no ſcruple of granting 
The officer fome favours which were not his due. 
They managed their matters ſo diſcreetly, that nei- 
ther of them were diſcovered for three or four 
months, but the captain having been dabbling in a 
hot country, made Bellameur's quarters too hot for 
him. He ſoon diſcovered his caſe, and knew he 
could have the favour tip'd him no where but from 
his young miſtreſs, but would not tell her his ſuſ- 
picions, till he could detect the captain, whom he 
ſuſpected for the 'mauroder, in ſuch a manner as 
would entitle him to call him to an account. The 
captain's own miſtreſs he knew was then at Green- 
wich, and conſequently concluded that if he lay 
from home, Sally and he would take that opportuni- 
| ty. He pretended to be going down to Turnbridge, 
for two or three days, and took his leave of Sally, 
but return'd the ſame night, about twelve or one 
o'clock, he had a key to the door, and Ter 
"> Mhradds N himſelf 
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| kimſelf in without much noiſe, but in coming up 
ſtairs, he ſtumbled and awaked the captain, then in 
bed with Sally, who judging it to be his foot, jump- 
ed out of bed, and was running up ftairs naked as 
he was, when Bellamour perceiving him by moon- 
ight, juſt as he open'd the chamber door, run him 
thro? the body with his ſword, and ran immediate- 
ly down ftairs, and lock'd the ſtreet door after him. 
The captain only uttered. in his fall, a deep groan, 
fell flat on his face andexpir'd. The noiſe of his 
fall, quite rouzed Sally, who was before, between 
fleeping and waking, ſhe hudled on her bed gown 
as faſt as ſhe could, and ran to the door, where ſhe 
ſaw by the moonlight, which ſhone thro? the window 
of the ſtair-caſe, the captain in his gore. She 
ſcreek*d out, and by her cries, alarmed the houſe ; 
the landlord, a kind of petty fogging newgate ſo- 
Iicitor, and a meer brute in his temper, on ſeeing 
the corps, and no body by but ſhe and her — 4 
who had come there by her cries as well as himſelf, 
immediately damned her for a little young hypocri- 
tical bitch; have you, ſays he, murdered the man, and 
now pretend to mourn over him; but PII. have 
you before a magiſtrate, and ſqueeze a confeſſion 
out of you. Having locked her and her maid in 
their own apartments, he went to the watch-houſe, 
brought a conſtable, and had her and her maid 
ſecured for that night. The next morning they 
were carried before a juſtice of the peace, where 
the fellow ſwore, that to his knowledge, the captain 
lay with her that night, that nobody was in the 
houſe but ſhe, her maid, and his wife and maid, 
for both which he could anſwer, and that the cap- 
tain was found dead at her chamber-door, with his 
blood and body warm when he came up, and there- 
fore concluded that .the murder muſt have been 
. committed by them, with the captain's own Ms 
| Wnic 


(63) 
which was actually lying on her dreſſing table. 
The circumſtances were extreamly ſtrong, and the 
juſt ice was of opinion, that the murder muſt be 
committed either by the landlord, or by the pri- 
ſoners, and therefore committed them all for their 
further examination. On the ſecond examination, 
when Sally was a little more recovered from her 
fright, ſhe behav'd with ſomewhat more boldneſs, 
and fairly and candidly confeſsd her ſituation, and 
delivered the manner of her being debauck'd by Ba- 
lamaur in ſuch natural terms, and her folly in being 
deluded by thecaptain in ſuch moving accents, that the 
juſtice and the captain's friends could not help being 
touch'd with her narration. She acquainted them, 
chat that unhappy night ſhe was half wak*d by 
the captain's jumping out of bed and running 10 
the door, 0. heard him groan and fall, that then 
ſhe got up in a great flutter of ſpirits, and thought 
ſhe heard a foot run haſtily down ſt airs, and open 
and ſhut the ſtreet- door, that ſhe ran to the 
chamber-door, when on ſeeing the corps ihe 
ſeream' d out, and by her cries, brought firſt her 
own maid, and then the landlord to fee the diſmal 
ee ware, > : 
The old juſtice, who was not inſenſible of the 
charms of beauty, . eſpecially in the moving atti- 
tudes of grief and diſtreſs, was much inclin*d to be- 
lieve her innocent; but the landlord inſiſting that 
none could come in, without his knowlenge, that 
he had lock d the door when he went to bed, and 
found it lock'd after the murder, and that conſt - 
quently the ſtory of a foot on the ſtairs, locking 
and unlocking the doors, muſt be a fiction; he 
was obliged to commit her to Newgate, on a ſuſpi- 
cion of murder. | ND 4 ' 
The ſtory made a great noiſe, and every body 
believed according as they were prepoſſe(&d, but 
the generality rather belicycd the Jandlord guilty 
515 | n than 
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than Sally or her maid, and every body was impa- 
tient to hear the verdict of the coroner*s inqueſt, 
which was in about four days after the fact, when one 
of the neighbours gave evidence, which took off 
the ſuſpicion from the innocent, and fixed it where 


it really ought ; he depoſed that the night of the 


murder, and about the preciſe time in which it 
bappened, he chanced to be paſſing to his own 
houſe, ſuw Mr. Bellamour, whom he knew very 
well, open the ſtreet-door and go in, and before 
his own people had time to open his own door, ſaw 
him come out again, lock it, and go off in a great 
hurry. The landlord owning that he had a 
key, and uſed frequently to come in, in that manner, 
and the circumſtance of his being her keeper too, 
convinced the coroner, that it was very probable 
he that had committed the murder, and accordingly 
the jury brought in their verdict, willful murder 
by Bellamour, who by this time bad abſconded, 
and ſo took off all ſuſpicion from the unhappy 
Sally. But the juſtices did not think proper to diſ- 
charge her without bail, which fhe could not ob- 
tain, and therefore continued for near ſix weeks in 
that nurſery of vice, till bills were preſented to 
the grand jury, found againſt Bellamour, but re- 
turn'd ignoramus againſt her, where ſhe loſt all 
remains of modeſty and delicacy, and when turn*d 
out; commenced ſtreet- walker. She continued in 
that ſituation for about two months, and was then 
taken out of a noted houſe of pleaſure, by a general 
ſearch warrant, and carried before the ſame juſtice, 
who firſt examin'd her on the affair of the caprain's 
murder; who immediately knew her, and found 
- himſelf ſo much diſpoſed to be- friend her, that he 
ordered privately ſome of his own'people to bail 
her, and then took her into keeping. The old 


man was doatingly fond of her tor ſome time, and 
7 | provided 


1 2 
provided for her as handſomely as his fortune 
would admit of. But happening to wait of her one 
evening pretty late, our of his uſual hours of at- 

_ tendance ; the landfady, with whom the had been 
ne that afternoon, was ſo malicious as to 
ſhow him into her bed-chamber, where he found 
ber at very warm devotion with a young clergyman. 
The; juſtice was highly provoked at them both, 
but. fe had not courage to put the ptieſt in any 
great danger of his life, but muttering ſome curſes 
againſt the young jilt, left her to continue her 
1 5 exerciſe with her chaſte ſon of the church. 
owever, from that time he could never be pre. 
vailed on, to countenance her in any ſhape. And” - 
as on the withdrawing of his allowance, ſhe was 
obliged in a ſhort time to betake herſelf to the 
ſtreet, he had her taken up, and was ſo juſt as to 
commit her to Bridetvell. Sally had the impudence, 
when he was giving directions for writing her mit- 
timus, to deſire the clerk to inſert her crime in it, 
which ſhe ſuppoſed to be for committing fornica- 
tion with the juſtice: this being ſpoken before a 
whole room fall of company, fer'them all a titter- 
ing, and exaſperated the worthy magiſtrate to ſuch a 
degree, that in ſpite of all ſollicitations, he kept her 
at milling doll for two months. At laſt ſhe got 
out, and followed her old occupation, and chanced 
one night in her travels thro' Fleet. frtet, to pick up 
her old acquaintance, . farmer Roger, who had been 
ſo inſtrumental in trapanning her to Bellamour. She 
knew his voice immediately, tho* he did not know 
her ; however, they were ſoon acquainted, and ſhe © 
pleaſed the countryman fo well, that by the help 
of getting him drunk, ſhe wheedled him into a 
marriage at the Fleet. When Roger had ſlept, 
and wrought off the fumes of his liquor, he hear- 
tily repented his bargain _ morning; but Saß 
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That Kept her put, of the way of all temptatie 

and kept a very Ki eye yer het, not, as the 
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ſent on ſeveral errands to his apartment. She 
complied at firſt, as far as ſhe thought, or had learn- 
ed, that the term civility would extend; but when 
his grace went beyond her notion of that bounds, 
ſhe treated him pretty pertly, and refuſed pe- 
remptorily to go near his apartment. This nettled 
her aunt, who did not think, that the pains ſhe 
had taken to perſuade her to ſave her maidenhead 
would make her ſucha fool, as to withſtand an op- 
portunity of parting with it, to the firſt D-— in 
Scotland, and one, whoſe perſon and addreſs 
was ſo acceptable to women of much greater 
tank and experience. She hoped that a ftar 
and ribbon would have fo dazzled her eyes, that 
ſhe would have winked at the loſs of ſuch a toy, 
and allowed herſelf to be wheedled into noble in- 
famy, without her being obliged to interpoſe 


her actual authority. But ſhe was miſtaken, the 


'D— could not prevail, and all their ſtratagems fail- 
ed of giving him any advantage over her; at laſt, the 
virtuous aunt was forced to throw off the hypocri- 


tical maſk, and to uſe arguments with her, to ſub-. 


mit to her great fate. She repreſented. honour, 


grandure, and riches, as the conſequence of her fall, 


and to ſtrengthen her reſolution, pointed out many 
| right noble examples of the great advantages of 
illuſtrious proſtitution. But Sally retorted the old 
lectures ſne had formerly learned her, about honeſty 
virtue, honour, chaſtity, religion, and all that, 
which put the wicked agent much to a ſtand how 
to behave; but at laſt, ſhe was obliged to deſiſt, 
and pretend that all ſhe had faid was only to try her, 
for Sally told ker peremptorily, that ſhe would com- 
plain to her kinſman, one of the righteous magiſ- 
trates, who would have made an ugly ſpot of work 
of it, had her tampering come to his ears. There- 
fore they changed their meaſures, and gave oyer 
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e her any more at her aunt's houſe 3 but 
in about a fortnight after, when Sally believed all 


: ings in the abbey, in order to receive 
payment Pg a bill from his Gs ſte ward. x1 
ke The poor girl complied without any reluctance, 
120 was rather glad of an opportunity to ſee the 
apartments, becauſe ſhe thought the D— a 
not in town, as he had not been at their houſe for 
a week paſs d. When the ſteward ſaw her, he had 
his orders how to behave, and deſired her to follow 
him into the next room, and he would pay her the 
money; but how great was her aſtoniſhment, when 
ſhe ſaw the D—— himſelf, and that the fteward 


the moment ſhe entered, went out and locked the 
door after him. An univerſal tremor ſcized her, 
and ſhe was ready. to fink upon. the floor, and-un- 


able to utter a — Oo when the D catched her in 
his arme, and ſaid and did all that man could do, 


to bring a woman. to herſelf, and perſuade her out af 


her virtue, at the ſame time. She ſtood her 
courage, for an hour or two, 


ground with «bv 8 

ut growing faint with ing and ſtruggling. 
his grace prevailed on her ＋ a glaſs of very. 
ſtrong cordial, which ſhe ſays intoxicated her, and 
made her future reſiſtance more languid ; in the 
long run, ſhe ſubmitted and was undone ; and from 


that time, compliedwillingly how or where be pleaſ- 


ed, till ſhe was brought to- bed of a fine boy, Which 
died ſoon after. It was impoſſible to keep it any lon- 


get a ſecret, and ſo miſs's character was blaſted, and 
e was denied all modeſt company, and went by 


the name of the D—<— of H——, Tho the 
aunt had made very , handſomely by her con- 
nivancè at, and contrivance of her ruin, yet when 


the duke grew weary of her, ſhe was the firſt who 


upbraided her with her misfortunes, and withdrew | bo 


her countenance and ſupport, which nnd 1 
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to the loweſt ſtraits for meer fubfi ance; at laſt, 
neceſſity drove her to marry. a.young fellow who 
was drawer to her ant," which che fooliſh woman 
thought ſuch a diſgrace, that ſhe never left off 
perſecuting bim tilt ſhe ruimd him. She even found 
out” means to have him charg?d with theft, whipt 
thro" the city, and baniſhed the town. kr 479 
fellow, who was actually mnocent, and found 
ty only on preſumptiye evidence and by the 
of a party in the 1. n C. -=, broke his Meare 
and died, and Sally grown now deſperate, commenc'd 
Whore; but knowing that Her pious aunt would 
ſoon fiad means of | tranſporting her, for the exer- 
ciſeof a trade, which ſhe herfetf had learned her, 
removed her quarters to London; here re 
menced "_ -wench at the playhouſe, c 
other pa that branch of eommeree, — nade 
. daes figure for ſome time; and was taken 
from thence into keeping by a gentleman belc 
ing do the law, who had knownher when miſtreſs 
to the - of H In, but the had not 
been with him above a year, when ſhe pox'd him, 
and was ſet a drift on the Sand: where The, Hy'd 
a winter or two, and then married a coachman, who 
had ſaved two or three hundred pounds at ſervice ; 
but Sally helped the honeſt man to drive himſelf, in 
2 little time, out of all he had; and when they 
vere juſt at che laſt extremity, the AD; 
for. him, drunk herſelf into a dropſy, ang lt 


fairly into another world; him at * 
18 for himſelf a5 he ' belt e . Lam, 
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Who: were . res, not out of neceſſity, che 
moſt common exkcufe urged in behalf of Prôſtitu- 
hut out of e cha as the moſt: 

ipible ſcheme of happinefs ; ha far then man- 
ner of life contributed to their real felicity, I 
Jou to judge from the ſequel. Nut I'would caution 
Jen from runving away! with a notion that I am 


thas' my be given of the capricidus wantonneſs 


1 ming, you, will find, chat the courſe 
they followed was far from being the reſult of cha 

pe ples; of the natural mam, and that if they 
& not been unhappy in ſome circumſtances, abſo- 

lutely odependant on theirown wills, they might 

have been as much an ornament to their few as their 

e gere, given ſcandal to che virtuous fair * but 
Oceed. 
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of Jife © when their children, x oft \ 32 their 
countenance, to confirm it to a habit et 


ples, their years only permitted * i cr 
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| from the 1 univer ity, and, u hay the ehe of hi UF, wy 
guardian, made a cam. or two in N 1 


'», Where he copied ſo try 5 , er the 6d uw; | 
| thaf their manners and morals ere, 2 590 4 I 
| pies, curling, e fighting and "hh ing 

> 4 their conſtant amuſements, when out of the 
field, diverſions which they purſued with no lind 
of delicacy, but brute- like, made war upon every 
female they met, without regard to age, circum- 
ſtances, or quality ; for it was a part of their creed, 
that all women loved the ſport in their hearts and 
were only chaſte out of regard to cuſtom Aud de. 
cency, things in which they. were reſolved to bring | 
about a reformation, in pite of the IEEE | 
3 reformation of manners. is 
r= The colonel and his ward, with ſome abi 
ö 3 ſons of Mars, erected themſelves into x 
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ciety for propagating fornication, and liberty 
conſcience in carnal matters, by the rules of which 
every. member was obliged to ſwear àgãinſt matri 
mony, as a holy cheat and a trap . their liberty, 
to do all in his power to baniſh cold chaſtity to the 
frigid zone, and to convince every woman, that it 
was her right as an Enyliſþ woman, to uſe every 


thing about her, and indulge every appetite with as 


much freedom as the Men. A great many young 
rakes of quality were led to join this worthy club, 
by the novelty of it, perhaps without any ſettled 
deſign of putting their helliſh notions in practice; 
but the colonel and his young ward, Horatio, were 
:rvely ſerious, and to convince their fraternity that 
vould ſtick at. nothing, to promote the good 


cauſe, they reſolved to uſe their- influence with the 


Miſs 4, to eſpouſe their dofrines, and 
by their example give countenance to others of leſs 
note, to fall in with their ſchemes. 

The young ladies who had each of them three 
thouſand pounds to their fortunes, had juſt leit the 
boarding ſchool, and went to live at a relations of 
theirs, of ſmall fortune, and whofe circumſtances 


wanted the addition that would be made by their 


boarding with her. Their brother and guardian 
viſited them there often, and treated them with ſuch 
freedom of diſcourſe, that the ladies, tho* fond of 
their brother, and poſſeſſed of as much affection to 
the uncle, as they could expreſs, yet were prodigiouſ- 
ly uneaſy at the liberty they took in their company, 
of talking the grofſcſt bawdy, and: ridiculing every 
thing that was virtuous and modeſt. 51 en- 


| their 
bebaviour ; and the gentlewoman at whoſe houſe 


they lodg'd, did all in her power to convince them, 
that they could not act a more unnaturaꝭ part, than 
40.ac&uſtom ladies ſo young, to ſuch ribaldry, that 
Furt II. L cdetended 
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ended only to take off the natural delicacy bf ſen- 
ciment, ſo much the ornament and ſaf&guard of 
the fair ; but the colonel Jaugh'd: at all their grave 
romofiſtrances, and only proceeded to greater in- 
decencies by oppoſition. The good lady could 
bear it no longer, ſhe had ſeveral women of falhion 
und virtue, who viſited her, whom theſe ruffians 
treated with the ſame rudeneſs, and therefore for- 
bid the gentlemen her houſe. | So 
The three young ladies would certainly have 
been very well pleas'd with the probibiton, had it 
been delivered with more moderation,” but at the 
time it happen'd, the old cblonel had wound het 
up to ſuch a paſſion, by ſome very plain ſpeech, 
: 8 audreſſed to her, that ſhe called upher 
t6brman and two porters, WO happened to be in 
the houſe t the time, and ordered them to kick the 
rakes down ſtairs ; treating them with ſo little bere 
mony, and expoſing them ts the ſervants piqued 
the pride of miſs Be/ty, the Eldeft young lady, who 
Happened to be at that time in the room, and ent 
aged ber in her brother and uncle's quarrel, 
with more warmth than prudence. What madam, 
ſays ſhe, in a rage, dare you treat my uncle and 
brother in that manner, and in my preſence too, 
They are cqme to ſee me, and while 1 ſtay in this 
©« houſe, and pay for my board and apartments, nb 
+. perſon belonging to me ſhall be inſulted.“ Miſs, 
feplied the landlady, had: the brutes behav'd like 
men, I had treated them like gentlemen, but às it is, 
1 am only ſorry I did not ſend them to the hor fe- 
pond, and Pm ſure no modeſt Woman can be offend- 
ed at being rid of ſuch debaveh'd company bone 
but ſach às are fond of the obſcene converfatien, 
with which they entertain every perſon they ſpeak 
to, could reſent that uſage I have given thech. lis 
'vut of regard t6 you, I have borne * fo 
| WM | 4 3 
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Jobg : but I muſt renounce womdnhoed, and af - 
pretenſions to modeſty, if 1 ſuffered them any on- 
get. Modeſty, madam, pſhaw, that's all grima@, 
hat mighty pueker is here, for two gr three ſmutty 
vords to an old worhat, I fancy it lome hody was 
in a dark corner and ſomething elſe beyond words 
offer id, there would nat be half the noiſe, but there 
ds always leaſt virtue where there are moſt pretenſions 
and noiſe made about it, and thoſe that are paſt 
All offers but words, are moſt angry, not at the 
words I believe, but that they hate to be put in 
mind of a thing which they know: they are paſt 
the uſe of : and ſince you are fo choice of your cm- 
Panꝝ. I aſſure you madam, ſor my part, I' ne- 
ver ſleep another night in your houſe. The old 
lady was choaking with rage and would have ſpoke 
ſooner, but that paſſion had almoſt thrown ber in- 
o conyulſions, ſhe had gnly power ta ſay, madam, 
ſince you have declared your ſelf ſo much of your 
bnole's ſentiments. I'm! glad of your reſolution, and 
that it prevents me from giving your" ladyhi 
the fame attendanee to the door, with which IT 
handur d your ſcoundrel guardian, and then flung 
but. of the oom. T% 050-26 1001 
Phe young one was as much in a ſtorm as the 
old one poſſibly could be, and without giving her 
ſelf time to col, fo. much as to conſult her 
younger (ſer, who cbanoꝰd that day to he on 3 
vikeras far as Aenſington, and did not return till 
late at night, ſhe order d her maid to pack up ber 
things, and droye immediately to her brother and 
uncle s lodgings; where ſhe b found them incircled 
by half a dazen rakes drink ing burgundy: It was 
ry uncommon thing tor 14 Wꝗman oſ virtue 
| {oappeas-in-thale apartments, and che ſervant π0õe 
gpen'd the door, not know ing mils Retty, and miſs 
nn 
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Ju kent for. umerd het into the parl6vy; where they 
were carbuſing wſtflöht any manner df ceremony. 
"Tri eofonel" and Hopi were" tmuchsſbrpriz'd to 
Fee her there, and the G14" fellow ery'd oft'in” an 
 {extacy';” dn my blood Beth, Vit layemy life, 
$309 and" the” Tartified hypüerfticab bh 
odr landlady have "qvarrePa;-and'the his ſent 
„hee @ packing, becauſe you would-inor”be fo 
"6*yirtuous as old age atidcbghne ff I it not fo 
my girl, g2d zZounds, ”turnifg"himſtf-ro'a dap- 
per peer who' far by him, ig Hot my Wirdchere'a 
. pretty weach, | it nt damii'd prey theiſhbuld 
«© be virtüdus and .Nowedts'carty ab. her vir- 
"ginity to this unſeaTohib'e time of "day z'(gad'(o, 
Me a fine girl, as ſtrait 8%n#rrowg0with the 
ttieſt bend in her bitk[264thewantoneft 
” fittle amble im her gate, and ſo' tall, foregad 
1 he's juſt a proper mould for a gratiatier ; come, 
it down my Hittle ward how you hade got out 
«of the clurches f wrinkles" and danmiey, gud 
«© thotiſhalt ſoon! be a wothan and Hft'Mn! our He- 
% Hable fociety, you ſha be preſiqent of the ſe- 
male ſide of the chuft » Miſs Berly was thda- 
derſtruck at ſuch 4 ſpecch in ſuc eonipany,' and 
Kröch one wno onght to have cut the Yiroar of 2. 
ny other man who ould have uſed her- in che 
lame manner," and dafffd to ſthe laſt degree hy tlie 
e of ſo many young peopſe, wie by 
"their" aſpest gave loud alarm do every virtuos 
"principle, was ſearce able to utter 4 wurd, but 
turning to ber brother W food 838 
Y ne eg faid, told himifſhe wantech eb peak wirh 
Fim and Courtefyd but of che Vom Thb ſtyvant, 
: yho'b "this time knew bis miſtake," was hearcily 
Werd that he had introduced her to that company, 


immediately ſbew'd her up ſtairs to che Gining 
cem, maki ae ee, 
49 10 4 | ; an 
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and in a minute or two the . colgnel and Heratls 
came up ſtairs. It was with ſome difficulty ſhe coult 
gain ſo long a truce from the old rogue's impergi- 
gent ribaldły as to inform him of the true grou _ 


of the quarrel betwixt her and, her landlady, 
2 brother approv'd. her ſpirit, and told 
her that che gentlewoman in whoſe houſg they. 
dodg'd was a very well bred inoffenſive 1 — 
ho would meddie no more with any bodies affairs 
than ſhe was permitted, was far from aſſuming avy 
of thoſe formal canting airs which mrs, — pf 0. 
herſelf upon, but could give a joke, and ul 

Jokes. without meaning any harm, and that the 


might have any apartments ſhe pleas d in the houſe, 


Mils Betzy was too much in à flutter of ſpirits to 

think on the conſequence of lodging ynder che fame 1 

roof with two ſuch profligates, or to give [herſelf I 

time to enquire into the character of the woman 

who preſided in chis decent family, but without 1 

any further heſitation, agreed to the propoſal, calbd g 

up the good lady, 322 upon an apartment 1 

nert her uncle's, and ſat down contented WP iT 

change, atleaft for that night. | | 

++ Thecolonel and Horatio returned to e 

arid received the compliments of that polite ſociety 

n the young ladies beauty, and all of them join'd 

ain hoping, that neither the guardian, hor brother 

would be b hoch recreants to the laws of their noble or- 1 

der as to permit ſo fine a woman to be Pounded mo #4 

matrimaay and her wit and vigour” child with BY 

the cold. practice of chaſtity, the . ene ſaid x 
d — he ſnould be ſo Ted 

— to eneloſing any of the 

vnn for allowing them, all to rapge- at large, f 

Fred no quarter from the fair huntſman, W 


- Proteted from the matrimonial, rs, Damn 
matrimony, days-a ſpruce lawyer, T hope-to felt 
FIT: 70 Fre 
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day, by the influence of this worthy ſociety, that the 
pnive tſal additien ofevery woman in  Erpland- ſhall 
he changed from ſpinſter, to that of ſt t and that 
a fine lady ſhall; be no more aſham'd of being 
called a te than of being complimented on 
her ſhape and mein. I hope Horatio you vill not be 
eſnham'd of being brother to two or three fine wan: 
ton kind young . Horatio reply'd alittle 
tartly, you carry your impertinence a little too 
far Ms, couneellor, your / ſiſter, your wife ot your 

ther may be all Whores if yau will for me, but 
dęſire for the future when you mention the word 
ggaip, that yourmay not ſo much as thiok of my 
{iters, or any female within ten degrees of kindred 
1 me. The barriſter was as hot as tinder, and 
hilbe Was al meſt the word: with every man in the 
room, andgall to a man, the declar'd enemy of 
Peor Horatio, Who could not ithſtand either their 
threats. or their gallery. He might haye made his 
Paxty good againſt ſome of them, but the influence of 
dhe eolenel, with whom he durſt neither quarrel 
not fight, obliged him to permit of a compromiſa 
of the affair, which ended inzthis, that IAbratis ow ud 
e had et d againſt the Jaws of their ſocietyt by 
uppoſing the Word W re, an indigoity tg te 
any woman, and chat he would leave his fiſters to 


their owa free will in the: diſpoſal of everything 


about them. He agreed to theſe bard articles hut 
vith a mental qe ſer vation to preſerve his ſiſters ifibb 


oed x for choi he would: have made no ſcruple ta 
have de bauch'd the wife or ſiſter of any of his com- 


znignst vet cuſtem had tadgbt him 40 thinks 
of the females of his own houſe, duck an ibdelible 


ſtain to his; /henour, that he would have cut the 


threat of any wan, who + would have made any 


atiempt upon bis fiſters. However he wes 


laugh gutgof this nomonthy his graceleſꝭ uncle: 
ho maintain d that neither honour or diſgrace could 
come 
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evthe' by woman; and therefore: COTE l G 
anſwerable for their frailties in the preſent — — | 
for their longings in their pregnabey; they were 
guided in both-by-their capriee, and directed b 
uch wWhimſicaf ehahgeable planets; that no man ! 
his wits would Fiſk his diverſion; much Teſs "hi 
honour on their (determinations: In Wort Gtoręe, 
the brother and unele fairly let rhe ſociety looſe | 
1 the unguarded Bey,” promis'd to give theny 
Loporcunities,/ and deſir'd no other eondirionsy 
than that no force or foul'play ſhould be offer'd, 
The evening after her ſettlement in her new a 
partments, her brother introduc d ſquire Ratti thee 
her company, who -courted her according to the 
faſhion of their club, and the was obliged” out of 
complaiſance to her brother to hear all His impertis 
nence. They were left alone, and he had the im- 
ence to aſk the laſt favour, after extorting mas 
more than deceney would permit, but When 
his inſolenee grew to the height; ſtie reſenteck the = 
indignity with fo much ſpirit that ſqaire Rar, 
could nevet he brought to a ſeeond charge. You 
muſt ' know George, that miſs Betty was at left 
fix foot high, with limbs and arms proportiomd 
to that height, and Ras naturally ſomething of che 
virago in her temper as well as her make, ana the 
beau ber ſuitor may be about your friend Dfæt 
Simpdls ſize, about four foot four · or five inches, 
and as delicate a looking creature as you can ſer 3%he 
had ne ſooner ſpoke his meaning plaibs ard "ar? 
tempted to cateh her in his afms, that ſhe gave 
dum foch + box on dire ent t Wide Rien teck fene 
paees of, but ſhe Kill toſlowed* him, threw his per- 
ruqe into the fire, and lifting Fun clean up ic 
her arms. placed: him fairly en thefrop fit, Where 
the woald bave held him e he had bart to Gear 
if che maie ad ber brocher in the err sb e 


r hearing 


(% ): 

hearing the noiſe, had not come in a greathurry to his 
aſſiſtance, You may gueſs at the bgurethe ſquiremade 
on being diſcover'd. in ſuch a difagrecable attitude. 
The brother and he were both glad to make their 
eſcape as faſt as poſſible, for fear of ſome more 
ſpecimens of miſs Betty's reſentment. When her paſ- 

Hon abated,” ſhe began - ſeriouſly to refle@ on her 
condutt in leaving her relations houſe, where ſhe 
was free from fuch inſults, and wiſh'd a thouſand 
times that ſhe might be once more under that good 
Jadies proteftion. When her, uncle came home, 
ſhe complained bitterly of her uſage from her bro- 
ther and his pigmy companion, for ſhe was enrag'd 
at Horatio that he did not that inſtant put the rep- 
tile to death ſo ſoon as ſhe acquainted him with 
his impudence; but inſtead of that he only laugh'd 
at her, protected the creature from her on ven- 
geance, and hurried him out of the room as if he 
approv'd of all he had done. The uncle heard 
her with ſome patience, and at laſt told her, why 
child that ſanctified bawd you. laſt liy*d- with has 
quite ſpoil'd thee, and given thee ſuch romantic no- 
tions of honour, chaſtity and ſuch ſtuff, there is no 
bearing of it; your brother means yon well, he 

« would not have ty'd to ſome old 1 


pleaſure and 


”_ 


» 


©: liberty in. the fame luſcious: bowl, yes my girl 
that is our maxim, and hang dull cuſtom. and 


_ ©* muſty morals that would impoſe fetters upon free- 
*: born love. I hope replied miſs. Bei, burſt- 
ing into tears, that you only entertain me with this 

— to try my virtue, and expoſe me to theſe 


inſults 


N 


bore, 


J 


& $2, 
" Jandlady her jailor, who had as little of the \ wo- 
man about *. as poſſible, She. was inconſolable 
on this diſcovery, 265 f t ſhe faw that there was 
a determin'd plot upon her honour, approved of 
by her brother, who dugbe to ere guar- 
dian oft. But, my dear Ceorꝑe, it would take up 
too much time, and beſides, give a more ſerious 
turn to my natration than I ineline it ſhould bear, 
were I to enumerate all her ſtruggles to ſave her 
virtue, and the many ſchemes laid*to inveigle her 
out of her honeſty ;. let it ſuffice that ſhe ſtood 
à ſiege of ſix months, thougb every day e 
to the attacks of every fufan of their ac nes; 
dut at laſt, by degrees, the company fh was obli- 
ged to keep: accuſtomed her to their converlacion, 
rubbed off the delicate bloom from her ſentimenti 
and modeſty, nurſed up the warm 4 appetite by Now 
and inſenſible degrees, till the bſood was fired anal 
became too ſtrong for che government of reaſon,” uni- 
aſſiſted by pride Sed vir 0 modeſty.“ In ſhort, 
Was egg at an unguarded hour by RA lord 
who kept her for fear fourteen Near After um : 
ſhe fell to the lot of a commoner, hom the — 
lived, and from whom ſhe now enjoys 4 ftfall- 
nuity, Which, with the intereſt of N owir mone 
which ſhe preſerved. untouched, enables her t lid 
very decently in a remote corner of this 9 her 
ſhe a much ee from dee ſhe red by 
thou her ſlips are publick, yet ſtie is vifited 
Fo of eee and Aalen. But * TN 25 
Have e to mention her in my next, 
brings up her ſiſter's ſtory from where Iteft'them, 
1 ſhall trouble you _ no more of her this 
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eech 1 
T ' 4 
1 1 | coy laſt I took notice, that 
two Fe [-—g-—-fs Were on 
ißt at Ken/ing/on, Ke 75 their elder Siſter t ook 
the unguarded ſteꝑ of quitting her r houſe, 
_ and taking ſhelterat her uncle's lodgings, "When 
they came home they, were ſurprized to find ſo 
great- an alteration in the tamil „and it was ſo 
ate, and the landlady gone to bed, F they could 
learn any of the particulars of the quarrel, or 
| Whither it was ſuch as-required them to join in 
che teſentment; but in the morning the landlady 
| acquainted | them with the true matter of fact, with- 
out any exaggeration, and blamed herſelf that ſhe 
had allowed herſelf to be ſo far tranſported in her 
[ove] as to OY tice of what miſs. Berty 
+: ſaid, condoling,, in the moſt affectionate man- 
ner, the danger ſhe run 1 putting herſelf ſo much 
into. the power of her uncle and guardian, w Wo 
ed to have ſo little ſenſe of modeſty in 
that ſhe much feared. their confideration 
ok dur of their family would" not binder 


uſing all means to make her think 
dene of it as they did themſelves. FT 


The young ladies fell immediately into the fa 

; wy of thinking, and were far from blaming the 
ER madam had given their rüfflan relations; 
ined with ber 1 ho bewating * 3 


. * 4. 12 


1 


E 1 r E 1 99 . 
7 3:48 22 1 1 PN: . 


* 


- 1 8 9 


| oh 75 and ater nod 


( 


which their ſiſter's vittue and reputation were ex- 


poſed, when left egtiręlyp ta theirt management, 
= reſolved, for f th N21 parts, to continue under 
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were under the greateſt concern when t to 

_ underſtand for 197 that 125 odge 2 
&'s apartments, 8nd. perę igformed. that. tha, h 

725 Rare or ee ng ls 45 A TE 
ny. They EPIC 
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of. a. brother 

b guardian, the CY meddling 85 
or did it LE Hat little opld, erer een 
"or it. deen dieß wrote 7 OT 
97 1 . friend's hpuſe, 
go, you x n m N 

der chat raf; 6 Hep. — an{werute 
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IE AA Va 1 5 with baze 
1 5 for her fe e. Jelpvery,! Ihe, an ber, Pa 
ad not been twa days in the houſe, when:ſhewes 
as much alarmed, bach wiſhed as only a0 Jag Out 
of it as poſſible ; but ſhe wag. ſa cloſely arched, 


what afl her ſchemes for an eſcape proven: abortixe. 


anch ſhe was in che end, as;Lobſerved. in my jaſt, 
moulded to their purpoſes, and, when: gage; initia- 
ted. n OA by the an 8 of. ſo ncar 
n the needed no | PORNE ˖0 ann 


| 8) _. 
ide part align her; ſhe betums every hits $ 
abandon'd as: they /would have her 11 
++ It! was them they left her her 10 cr Aidom of: 
ben will, \and{4ar+the:convenicnce of her undm 
dhe lord “ WM; {he:took apartments within; tu 
ee doors af therhouſe. fore kl ſters lw 
blickly- avow!d her proſtitutzon 107 
and 4 lde ws the neighbouthood. Her ſiſters had a 
alteftian for her, and viſited ier at (firſt with the 
honeſt intemien of repreſenting to het the ſcanciil 
hic her behavior had gi all her | 
and the modeſt part of the ſex. She laugh A 
ebeic remonſtranccs. and being miſtreſs of a great 
deal of wit, and furniſh'd by her RY ROQUAINTENCE 
with all the common place tqpics againſt virtue 
_ andh: decency; the Toon ſilencd 7 805" arguments, 
which were onlyfupported witk artleſs innoccace'h 
--gnd-at laſt her cpnverſation, which they had ns 
Fonage to withdraw themfelves from, though 
urg d to it hy all their friends) and 2 — 
made vice appear laſa deformed than it really WA 
ant rendered them every day lef ihc wich 
fariie ſernes they ſaw acted at their ſiſter's a 
ment. The pomp and grandevr in hich ſhe np | 
had likewiſe its effects upon their vunh²mgi“ 
ne cloaths, eee ee aconſtaut oirble 
oſſ che moſt t pn ſive amuſd ments; in Which st 
Were oſten partakers, were ton ſtrong allurements 
for young e no cee 
hu the management of their educatiun ati funiubes 
Miſs Hannah, che ſecond, at this time bad 4funer 


ia che rene a4 young gentlemanevery Ts, 


equal, and truly deſerving her eſteem. 

| 5 — only ſom of a 1 baronetvinmhe 
neighbourhood of their brother's ?eſtare, and ball 
ag entertained a paſſion for miſs Manna, und 
| — 0 _— 


m Ty „. 
ns i fo and return frat the young lady, 
and 2 1 have no ſcruples about the conſent of her 
_ relations... This'gentleman, whom L Thall call Eu. 
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mean n of honour 420 be iantly.”; 
talk 2 4% bud voy N vole 
a Jookiggevt ſof the windoof / hor 
f 4 dhe ſent thie maid of che beuſcafter 
e fee) lev; miſtreſa . Tibcy ſoon — 
h. his martiage,) calling h Em all the hand mm 
2 loſfeted hy bis weachery; owtivel f 
| ee hen. you Jl m7 you te ꝙuur aunt s 
Had inot Tulfern] hemd 40 be familiar ih bm he 


chat · v irtuens w, are io aſten ill : 
uſed hy he mend Atte word firumpet; lin wes 
red With indigentinn, and could d os o 
nnen chat 8 in bar behaviour, nch win 


E . — 
you gent la right x 
vith a mas forfdath, tho! yobiwmnsds fret bf Tome- 
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wifi airy ien and all that, and 1, poor 
"muſt be called all the naughty wordt you can 


-  think!of,| only for following your” own ran 
pole; if you bad been, miſs," more reſerved, per. 
A ight have had him till; but he had 
I | {noagh of you, and he's/how married a little coun- 
try eit, merely becauſe ſhe had money; and th 
5 keep her maidenhead till the work Was 5 
Tel wa prove to'the higheſt degree at the 1 
her quondam mt, and” 
: Bn: — Go ene to ſtop the ra Ae of her 
Clack, which Aire returned with Brest ſpirit; and 
2 fait battle enſued, to the great effuſion of hair, 
| ers, :-coifs, and 'handkerchiefs, © and 12 
vr been ol worſe conſequence to the enraged co 
125 — of the people. of the houſe 143 850 
run up at the noiſe; and Ly an end to bad 
ray. e 4 who was b 25 the ne 
| weis had 


upon che bed in np 1797 e s ary 
This accident moved che compattion of the land: 
lady, who had appeartd: to keep the peace of her 
houſe,» and induced her to be very anxioug'about 
Her lodger's-recovery. When ſhe had brought her 
zoherſelf;! ſhe made» Mice quit the room, and en- 
gdeavoured to comfort the young lady as much as 
| Poſſible; her that ſhe heartily ſimpithited 
With her, but that ſhe need not be ſo much aſhim'd 
tof it, 58 it had been the caſe o many am honeſt 
Woman: and, t tell the türh! had been juſt her 
don * Here ſhe told het än old Canterbury ſtorh, 
* fly: Jears ago, when Ih ne 
e 0 4 


10 3 

Geng th 'R ought * 16 Ly done with a 
- in ſquire3 but concluded the; 'J na 
| 3 for it; I ſueck him on piomiſe ef ma 
Fuge and recoveret as müch da a3 Has ke 
we very decently ever nee, and 9 me to. 
"Beat wie the eroffcs ef three very hac tnbands, 
+ ,and to bury eight or 3 and if you ta | 
1 Net Rt I GN ang 

inge him, a orr 
bf the eitizen's bags pay for. it PMA 

_ © fin Nicha, the la oY in the pate em 
| le ee gn 2 70 

indeed you ſha Cider this ſhe Ou up, b 

the boiſe," and x hd wonderful = = 


Ps ck hi 
that in 
about nine months be 2 her a Verdict — 


J. which Li father · in da * * * | 
rſt moiety of his daughter's” 


Sally was by this time Hl akin Pa. . N | } 


and ſhe had picked an acquaintance during the W 
tryal with a young lawyer, hom 2 permitted * 


to nter ſo often and { o deepl pet's Fe her caſe, that * 
ſhe condeſcended to - with 


money as long as he lived, After his death: be 
took up with a young parſon, ie had but 
ſmall living, and ſtood in need of Sally's help . 
ſtead of a plurality, which he had get eee 
enough to procure. He would have wheedled 
her to have given him a perpetu of her bene. 
fice, but ſhe did nor care to take the church for bet - 


conciliation was effected between the miſtreſs — - 2 


im without the ces + 
remony, and ſpent 1 him the intereſt of ber . 


ter for worſe, and I it the moſt prudent - 5 


of Levi to conſtant 


method to oblige the 
; | 2 relidence, 


„ — — 
—— 2 ——— — | 
; , ee 


„ 


— — — ——— oo << + ——— 2 
: aA 2 
— #; 
\ N 


a. 


Feen by kerpipg ban an 3: Gef of, depann 


, 0 in chert good graces: "I 
* time. of, a or ot * ſho; laſs. lym. every 
COD thqgryim. L FY 
gon 5 t. „He pugagheg i | 
Pe, e e ongcgalach 
* tus eee 2 
a vers K j Rabat ee ee 
ian ind 73 1 5001. EATEN © aa at ol 
725 Sr 110 ven qu} Sz, ach 


IJ908906 iQ * 8 Dy}! T3} 3081 
221 K. 52110 1011 5 & ail 
bas: els Mien 51 1129977250 55 ebw 8 [3 welt = 


ws T < i eck de pale 


2000 20; 10 8 ehh 
| Lic A 03 I Vrel, 8 2 1 % Mich: - 
5 x, ni 3813 K. Tra | * en 
5 16t; Hit # AV 7 7 e W's 
| is 7 > By: 5 55 8. 


ba . Tl ws ic je 
2 IT Wi Qt ans 25 Ker 7 | Were Ve #9 
FEE Set ib 95:45) IGigeps an Þ3 wr bib ach * 


8 tile. 18 N 2 $2-ba09; gilt 
Va: foward noqu ant e gf 
Wir ALES Eick n „ bovil 2 25 1 a gb 1 
5 ro 585 ale efi9116q- Bavoy, x 


22 ez 


Þ 4 10 Len di n n vv Heat 
1 50 4 Ad. foidar l 29 bes! 
"Re Werk ubs, 2 HE Sao)! 4 BG. 


1/5 5m 22010 91 91:9 22 1 5 4 
Alen 2 203 N20 900113 


31 -. - 77 
* 
4 * > 8 — 
k | 2 — 
. $4 
1 + 


; Of 
2 £ 1115 a} 3 it (1 . r Ry 9 pid N 


2 
7 


. 91 


2 
5 _ Ve 0 T1 ſor I iu * A hin 1578 9 is = 


4 
It e 10 ae 
1 8 * A, acl Tic Qi 2 8 


— 
— 


| | 


Bd " 
1 de 1 on 97 1 5 fi Mu 
5 E OE 518 45 G70 0: 15748 01 

8 X = An 1 e * 


1 


—— 


—__ W ane r mm — 


